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REPOET OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 



The Library Committee herewith present their twenty-fifth 
annual report, and also the third annual report of the Libra- 
rian made by Miss Pollard, Acting Librarian, since the death 
of Geo. M. Champney. 

The present Library has been in operation three years, and 
maintains its high position, and compares favorably with other 
like institutions. It has been kept up to a high standard, 
and the additions of the past year have been judiciously 
made. Attention is called to Miss Pollard's instructive 
report of the working of the Library during the past year, 
and to the suggestions on children's reading ; of course much 
depends upon the Committee and Librarian in this regard, 
but much good may be done by parents and friends in direct- 
ing the youth to the right kind of reading. 

The Committee desire to express their appreciation of the 
valuable services rendered by Miss Pollard, and especially 
since she has been Acting Librarian. 

Your Committee have unanimously elected Mr. William R. 
Cutter Librarian for the ensuing year. Mr. Cutter is a native 
of Woburn, educated in her schools, and comes to his new 
duties well recommended by his literary work, and qualified 
by his experience in the administration of the Library in 
Lexington. Your Committee deemed it of no small impor- 
tance that Mr. Cutter, by natural love of the work, was well 
read in the history of our town, and had made a study of its 
ancient records. 

The death of George M. Champney, who had been long 
connected with the Library, and had given much time and 
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labor to this educational institution » is much regretted. He 
was fitted by temperament and knowledge for his position, 
and the Committee have adopted and spread upon the records 
the following memorandum and resMve : — 

^ The death of George M. Champney has deprived the town 
of an admirable and respected Librarian. He died on the 
threshold of the Library, as he was about to resume his 
usual avocation. Mr. Champney had been so closely con- 
nected with the administration of the Library since its for- 
mation, and both before and after he became Librarian, that 
his townsmen deeply regret his loss as an official and as a 
man. Bred to business and its exacting duties, he devoted 
much valuable time to the pursuit of knowledge, and was 
able, by patient industry, to become familiar with good liter- 
ature, and to acquire a pure and effective style in writing. 
A lover of the English classics, he did much to encourage the 
study of the best authors, and he influenced many by his 
example and taste. He was a man of strictest integrity. To 
the many and arduous duties performed in the Library de- 
partment, he had joined a fine public spirit, and had given 
freely of his time in the work of a good citizen. Education, 
the church, in fact the town, are indebted to him for faithful 
and devoted work. - 

^^ Resolved J That the Library Committee, deeply sympa- 
thizing with his family in their bereavement and with the 
town of which he was a good citizen, place on record this 
expression of their appreciation of his public services and 
manly virtues.** 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN, 
LEONARD THOMPSON, 
NATHAN WYMAN, 
OLIVER F. BRYANT, 
S. FRANKSFORD TRULL. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 



V 
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Receipts. 




By balance, 




Appropriatiou, 




Income from investments, 




Dog tax 




Catalogues, &c., 




Expenditures 


1. 


Librarian and assistants, . 


$1,558 21 


Janitor, ...... 


450 00 


Wood and Coal . . . . 


511 08 


Gas, 


309 66 


Water, 


32 00 


Printing, 


16 50 


Sundries, . . . . . 


81 85 


Balance unexpended. 


299 85 



$16G 25 

l.TfiO 00 

SCO 00 

832 9() 

150 00 

$3,259 15 



$3,259 15 



LIBKAEIAN'S REPOET. 



Gentlemen, — On account of the sudden removal by 
death of the efficient librarian, Mr. 6. M. Champney, it 
becomes my duty to respectfully submit the third annual 
report of the Wobum Public Library, presenting to you 
some of the principal points of interest connected therewith. 
A general summary of the year shows the library to be in 
excellent condition. The accessions have been numerous, 
and the circulation increased over either of the last two 
years. 

OIROULATION. 

Number of books delivered, divided among the several 
months as follows : — 



March, 




» 1 










6,732 


April, 




» « 










6,278 


May, 




» 1 










5,047 


June, 




■ 










2,789 


July, 




» 










2,666 


August, 




t t 










4,380 


September, 




> 










4,217 


October, . 




t < 










4,851 


November, 




i 










5,271 


December, 














5,941 


January, . 




» 1 










5,535 


February, . 




• 










6,341 



60,283 



LIBRABIAN'8 REPOBT. 



Daily average, ....... 199 

Largest number of books delivered in one day, 

Miirch 5th, 679 

Smallest number of books delivered in one day, 
June 17th, ....... 28 

Monday, September 26th, was the day appointed for the 
memorial services of President Garfield, and on January 4th, 
occurred the sudden death of the librarian, the funeral ser- 
vices taking place on the 7th, on which days the library was 
closed. 

ACCESSIONS. 

928 



By purchase, 


. . • • 


826 


gift, . 


• . • • 


59 


exchange. 


.... 


1 


Magazines bound. 


. . • . 


42 
928 


Volumes in the library at the begin- 




ning of the year. 


.... 


18,633 


Discarded, . 


.... 


26 



18,607 



Whole number March Ist, 1882, 
Pamphlets received, . 
Number last year, 

Whole number. . 
Number of books bound, . 
Number bound from paper covers. 
Magazines bound. 



117 

3,884 



19,535 



4,001 

528 

22 

42 



RKOISTBATION. 

Number of cards issued during the year. 
Previously issued, .... 
Whole registration, .... 
Number of cards renewed, . 
Notices sent of books overdue, . 



566 
2,463 
3,029 
1,116 

105 



8 
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• RECEIPTS. 

On hand March Ist, 1881, . 
From fines, 

catalogues, 

books and waste paper, 

cards, 



$2 28 

133 69 

26 89 

14 37 

7 70 

$184 93 



Paid to town treasurer. 
Boys, extra service, . 
Postage, . 
On hand, . 



$150 00 

15 27 

63 

19 03 



$184 93 



STATE OF LIBRARY. 

At a careful examination in December, of each alcove, 
several volumes were^found missing. A record of these was 
made, and looked for from time to time. Seven have already 
appeared, while fourteen remain unaccounted for. These are 
mostly duplicates from the fiction class, and while we regret 
to make the record of any books as missing, it may not seem 
strange when we take into consideration the large circulation 
of some of the most popular works. 

Three books have been lost and paid for by the borrowers. 



NORTH WOBURN. 

The delivery of books to North Wobum has been carried 
on regularly every Saturday morning. The number has in- 
creased, and the books are returned promptly, and in good 
condition. 

SCHOOLS. 

In regard to the use of the library by the schools, too 
great a value cannot be placed upon it. The advanced 
classes use it largely for reference in historical and biographi- 
cal matters, while whole classes in ancient history visit the 
circulating department nearly every afternoon to study 
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topics, making use of a large number of books from the dif- 
ferent classes in their researches. 

I have thought that it would be well to give a little more 
attention to the juvenile department. When we take into 
account the unlimited freedom a public library, which is 
opened every day and which is abundantly supplied with 
works of fiction, affords the young people for the use of such 
books, we are led to fear that they may fall into the tempta- 
tion of wasting time in devouring stories, which, if not of 
the best, can Snlj be harmful and really injurious to mental 
growth. The exciting stories of Wm. T. Adams, H. Alger 
and some others are being excluded from many libraries, 
and while there are so many instructive and entertaining 
stories of travel and adventure already on our shelves, 
would it not be as well, as these books wear out, not to re- 
new them. In some cases parents have advised with us, 
expressing the wish that some change might be made, for 
while they are desirous that the children should read , they 
would prefer that they should not read so largely of this 
class of literature ; and all persons having in mind the wel- 
fare of the young can but feel that the reading of these 
unreasonable stories is altogether incompatible with their 
best mental discipline. 

GIFTS TO THE LIBRART. 

These have been numerous and valuable, both from friends 
at home and from those interested in the library at a dis- 
tance. The centennial map, published by order of the 
Department of the Interior, by which each member in Con- 
gress became entitled to one copy, was very kindly pre- 
sented to the library by our respected representative, Hon. 
S. Z. Bowman. This map when properly mounted will 
adorn the walls of the building, and will be very valuable in 
exhibiting the wonderful growth and development of the 
country during its first hundred years, while the very able 
eulogies of Hon. George F. Hoar — an autograph copy of 
which has been received — and Hon. George B. Loring on 
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our lamented president will be an esteemed addition to our 
Garfield memorials. 

In conclusion, permit me to express the hope that the 
library may be as productive of good in the future as in the 
past, and its standard remain unimpaired under the loss it 
has sustained in the death of one who held its interests 
second to none other, and who was ever desirous to do all in 
his power for the advancement of knowledge among the 
people. ISspecially did he embrace every opportunity 
afforded him to instruct and elevate the young, always 
pleased to answer their inquiries and make wise suggestions. 
Connected as he has been with this institution from its ear- 
liest years, he can but be sadly missed from his accustomed 
place, and the name of George M. Champney will always be 
dissociated with the Woburn Public Library with honor and 
with grateful remembrance for all he has done in connection 
with it. 

I desire to express my sincere thanks to the patrons of the 
library for their kind consideration, and also to the commit- 
tee for their uniform courtesy and assistance in the position 
to which I was so unexpectedly called. 

EMILY F. POLLARD, 

Acting Librarian. 
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RECORD OF GIFTS 1881-82. 





Vols. PAmph 


A Massachusetts Teacher, . . . • 


1 


Allen, Mark, 


1 


Anonymous, 


1 


Appleton Library, Shelburne Falls, 


1 


Arlington, Mass., Public Library, 


1 


Beebe Library, Wakefield, Mass., 


1 


Boston Public Library, . . . . 


4 


Bowman, Hon. S. Z., centennial map, 


9 


Bradlee, Rev, CD., 


2 


Butler, George N. Y., 


2 


Bureau of Education, 


7 


Champney, Geo. M., 


14 


Chicago Public Library, . . . , 


1 


Cincinnati Public Library, . . . . 


1 


Cobden Club, 


7 


Concord Public Library, • . . , 


2 


Congregational Church, Concord, N. H., 


1 


Cummings, Mrs. Ruth, . . • , 


6 


Cutter, Dr. E., 


1 


Faxon, Henry M., . 


2 


Fletcher Library, Burlington, Vt., 


3 


Floyd, Alfred C, .... 


24 


Frost, Walter, heirs of, . . . 


1 


Gilcreast, John, 


. 1 


Goss, Elbridge H., . 


. 1 


Hartford Library Association, 


4 


Hay den, Edward D., . 


. 7 


Historical Association, 


1 


Hoar, Hon. Geo. F., . 


1 


Lancaster Public Library, . ... 


2 


Lawrence Public Library, . 


1 



12 



toooBD ot Qiyrs. 



Leathe, Henry » St. Louis, Mo., . 
Loring, Hon. Geo. B., 
Lynn, Mass., Public Library, 
Manchester, N. H. , Public Library, 
Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics, 
Massachusetts State Library, 
Melrose, Mass., Public Library, 
Milford, Mass., Public Library, 
Mills, Mrs. Johanna, . 
Milwaukee Public Library, 
Natick, Mass., Public Library, 
New Bedford, Mass., Public Library, 
Newburg, N. Y., Public Library, 
Newport, R. I., Redwood Library, 
Newton, Mass., Public Library, . 
Oswego, N. Y., City Library, 
Peabody, Mass., Public Library, 
Pollard, J^ G., . 

Porter, Rev. E. G., Lexington, Mass. 
Providence, R. I., Public Library, 
Putnam, Alfred, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Rich, Obadiah, . 
Richards, Edward H., 
Rogers, Oliver, Billerica, Mass., 
Selectmen of Woburn, 
Smithsonian Institute, 
Somerville, Mass., Public Library, 
St. Louis, Mo., Public Library, . 
Taunton, Mass., Public Library, 
Toronto Mechanics' Institute, 
Tufts College, . ... 
United States Department of Interior, 
United States Treasury Department, 
United States War Department, • 
Watertown, Mass., Public Library, 
Weeks, Robert D., • 



Vola. 
1 



Pamph. 



1 
1 

1 
1 



2 
28 
42 

1 



26 
2 
6 



1 
8 
1 
1 
8 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 



The Library Committee beg to make the following, its 
twenty-sixth annual report. 

The working of the library is fairly shown in the annexed 
report of the librarian, the statistics are explicit, and the 
general result of the year reasonably satisfactory. 

E. D. Hayden. 
G. P. Bartlett. 
Leonard Thompson. 
O. F. Bryant. 
S. F. Trull. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To THE Library Committee: 

Gentlemen^ — The Librarijin of the Woburn Public 
Library rej^pectfully begs leave to 8iil)init the (oiirth annual 
report. 

In the first phice, permit me to thank you, gentlemen, for 
the honor of the appointment conferred on me a year asfo, 
also to acknowledge the cordial welcome extended and the 
consideration shown by the people of my native town. 

During the past year no radical chanijes have been made 
in the administration of the library. The interest in every 
department appears to be well sustained. There have been 
many visitors both from the town and from abroad, and the 
collection of antique furniture has proved an attraction to a 
large number. 

The statistics for the year are as follows : — 



CIRCULATION. 



Number of books delivered, divided among the several 
months as follows : — 



March 
April 
May . 
June . 
July • 
August 
September 
October 
November 



6,618 
5,647 
4,968 
4,069 
4,226 
3,860 
4,225 
4,314 
4,475 



LIBRARIAN S REPORT. 



December • 
January 
February . 



Daily average ....... 

Largest number of books delivered in one day, 

March 18 ...... . 

Smallest number of books delivered in one day, 

Sept. 20 



5,282 
5,689 
5,802 

59,175 
196 

615 
47 



ACCESSIONS. 

Whole number of books added . 

By purchase . . . . . 

By gift ...... 

Magazines bound • . . . 

# 

Volumes in the library at the beginning 

of the year ..... 

Discarded ...... 



Whole number March 1, 1883 . 
Pamphlets received . 
Number last year 
Whole number .... 
Number of books bound 
Number bound from paper cover:) 
Magazines bound 



. 750 
. 127 
. 40 

917 

19,535 

82 



167 
4,001 



917 



19,453 
20,370 



4,168 

363 

50 

40 



BEGISTRATION. 

Number of cards issued during the year 
Previously issued .... 
Whole registration .... 
Number of cards renewed . 
Notices sent of books overdue 



364 
3,030 
3,394 
1,076 

199 



LIBRABIANS REPORT. 



RECEIPTS. 

On hand March 1, 1882 
From fines 

catalogues 

books and waste paper 

cards 





$19 03 




132 24 




17 32 




6 38 




6 85 




$181 82 


150 00 




18 20 




13 62 


4i1»1 S<9. 



Paid to town treasurer 
Boys, extra service 
On hand . 



STATE OF LIBRARY. 

An examination of the library shows several volumes are 
missing, owing possibly to being misplaced. Two books are 
supposed to be lost, and two were damaged beyond recov- 
ery by dogs, both of which have been paid for by the bor- 
rowers. 

NORTH WOBURN. 

The delivery of books to North Woburn has been car- 
ried on regularly every Saturday morning. The books are 
returned promptly and in good condition. 



ABUSE OF BOOKS. 

The hal»it which some persons have of mutilating books by 
cutting out the fly-leaves is one which should be stopped, as 
it id contrary to the public statutes, and punishable with a 
fine or impri.sonment. With this exception, the books are 
probably no worse used than in other public libraries. 

SPECIAL WORK. 

Certain forms of special work have been accomplished 
during the past year. 

First. The arranging and indexing of a large collection 
of manuscripts relating to Woburu, given to the library by 
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Mr. Nathan Wyman. This task, begun in 1881, has cost 
your librarian more than twelve months' labor outside of the 
library hours. As a result, these papers now fill sixteen 
document boxes, to which have been added three boxes of 
papers belonging to the late Dr. Benjamin Cutter. The 
whole number 3,777 papers, with twenty-three account-books 
too large to go in the boxes. This collection contains such 
priceless treasures as the original rolls of the three military 
companies of Woburn at the beginning of the Revolution, 
April 19, 1775, and hundreds of Revolutionary receipts and 
other public papers ; also the Thompson diary (1755-1814). 
The earliest date is 1670. The index, including descriptions 
and references to autographs, has been copied into a volume 
of two hundred and forty closely ruled pages, and fills all 
but a few pages. 

Second. The mounting of two hundred and forty-one 
papers, comprising a choice collection of autographs of nota- 
bilities, acquired by purchase and otherwise under the admin- 
istration of Mr. Champney, the former librarian. 

Third. The mounting of two hundred and eighteen 
papers, contributed by Mr. Nathan Wyman, containing the 
veritable copy of the Declaration of Independence appointed 
to be rend and recorded in the town in 1776, with commis- 
sions of our towuiii-people ; a paper relating to Woburn 
signed by Gov. John Endicott in 1669 ; and other papers of 
unusual value to the history of Woburn. 

Fourth. The i)repnrati()n and printing of a catalogue of 
seK^cted pamphlet'* undertaken with a view of their historical 
importance. The catalogue fills ten printed pages and em- 
brares nearly five hundred titles. 

President James Walker, a native of Woburn, quoted in 
the library report for 1874, stales that one object of public 
libraries should bo "to collect and preserve every scrap of 
print or manuscript which will help to throw light on the 
past condition and folk-lore of their respective localities " ; 
and Mr. Justin Winsor, librarian of the university of which 
Dr. Walker was president, in his annual address before the 
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conference of librarians in May, 1882, suggests that every 
library can develop some topic of local interest, like tlie 
history of its neighborhood. 

Allow rae in conclusion, gentlemen, to speak in praise of 
the services of ray assistants. Miss Pollard, the assistant 
librarian, is efficient and faithful in every respect; and the 
same may be said of Mr. Francis, the janitor, who has 
kindly assisted by various mechanical devices in the special 
work above referred to. 

William R. Cutter, 

Librarian. 
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RECORD OF GIFTS, 1882-83. 



Vola. Patmph. 



Allen, Mark • • • • • 

Amherst College . • • . 
Boston Public Library 
Boutwell, F. M., Groton . 
Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston . 
Brookline Public Lil)rnry 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Union for Christian 
Work ...... 

Burlington, Vt., Fletcher Free Library 
Butler, George, New York 
Chapin, Mrs. A., Winchester . 
Chicago Public Library . 
Cincinnatti Public Library . • . 
Cleveland, Edmund J., Elizabeth, N. J. 
Cleveland, H. G., Cleveland, O. 
Cleveland, H. W. S., Chicago, III. . 
Cobden Club, England 
Concord Free Public Library . 
Cutter, W. R. . 
Dalton, Joseph G., Boston 
Donnell, E. J., New York 
Everett, Richard J., Boston 
Floyd, A. C, Washington, D. C. 
Green, Dr. S. A., Boston 
Hartford, Ct., Theological Institute . 
Hartwell, Mrs. J. C. 
Haverhill Public Library . 
Hunnewell, J. F., Charlestown 
Lancaster Public Library . 
Lawrence Public Library • 



1 
1 



1 
1 



12 



8 



5 
14 

10 

1 
1 

2 
1 
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Vols. 



Lowell City Library .... 

Lowell, Old Residents' Historical Asso- 

elation 

Lowell, Vox Populi 
Lynn Public Library 
Maiden Public Library 
Manchester, N. H., City Library 
Massachusetts Society for the Preventioi 

of Cruelty to Children . 
Massachusetts State Library 
Melrose Public Library • 
Middleton, Flint Public Library 
Milwaukee Public Library 
Natick, Morse Institute Library 
New Bedford Free Public Library 
Newton Free Library 
Peabody Institute, Peabody 
Pennsylvania Woman's Medical College 
Philadelphia Religious Society of Friends 
Poole, W. F., Chicago, 111. . 
Providence, R. I., Public Library 
Rotherham, England, Free Public Library 
San Francisco Free Public Library . 
Smith, Henry F. . . . . 
Smithsonian Institution, Wabhington 

Somerville Public Library 
South Abington Public Library 
St. Louis Public School Library 
Stennett, W. H., Chicago, 111. . 
Taunton Public Library . 
Tay, John I., Oakland, Cal. 
Toronto, Canada, Mechanics' Institute 
Tufts College ..... 
United States government 
Wakefield Public Library 



1 

1 



2 



Painph. 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
41 



66 



1 
3 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

22 
1 
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VoU. 



Walker, J. B., Concord, N. H. 

Ware, Young Men's Library Association 

Waring, G. E., Jr., Newport, R. I. 

Watertown Public Library 

Weld, Theodore D., Hyde Park 

Wellington & Burrage, Boston 

West Brookfield Town Library 

Woburn Selectmen . 

Worcester Free Institute 

Worcester Free Public Library 



Pamph. 

2 



20 



Contributions, mainly to the antique department, have 
been made by George W. Berry, Samuel C. Buckman, Mrs. 
N. E. Challis, Eli Cooper, Albert C. Floyd, Dr. Samuel A. 
Green, William B. Harris, Asa Locke, John G. Richardson, 
and Nathan Wyman. 

The Congressional Record of the second session of the 
Forty-seventh Congress has been received daily. 

An autograph letter of Gen. Washington has been pre- 
sented by Mrs. Mary F. R. Woods, of Burlington. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 

WINN FUND. 



The committee chosen by the town to expend the money 
and execute the trust according to the intention and direction 
of the late Charles B. Winn, as expressed by him in his will, 
presents the following report : — 



RECEIPTS. 






Balance of 1882 .... 


$55,364 06 




Interest, Boston mortgage 


990 00 




«* United States bonds . 


798 29 




*« Fall River city bonds 


150 00 




«* Lynn city bonds 


30 00 




«« Arlington town bonds 


30 00 




" Deposits in W. A. & M. As- 






sociation 


299 86 




Rents 


101 00 




■ 


$57,763 


21 


EXPENDITURES. 






Premium, exchange of bonds 


, $5,954 50 




W. B. Clark & Carruth, books , 


« 


995 25 




Courtis & Breare, binding ** 




76 20 




H. D. Noyes, books 




45 75 




W. R. Cutter, ** 




42 45 




G. E. Littlefield, " 




34 75 




Nathan Wyman, ** 




28 80 




Estcs & Lauriat, *' 




17 00 




E. A. Thompson, «* 




2 40 




Williams & Co., ** 




1 50 




A. Brown, ** 




1 50 
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Massachusetts Historical Society, 

books . • • • . 
N. E. Historical Genealogical Society 

books • • • • • 
F. M. Pearson's "History of Sanborn- 

ton** ..... 
H. A. Hazen, " History of Billerica " 
F. A. Hunt, •'Nasby in Exile" . 
S. M. Jewett, " The Women Crusades " 
F. Leopoldt, Library Journal 
Unitarian Review and Religious Mag 

azine • • • . • 
N. E. School Furnishing Co., sta 

tionery ..... 

C. W. Clark, 50 M. slips . 
P. F. Van Everou, library numbers 

D. Clapp & Son-*, paper labels . 
Providence Public Library, reference 

llbv . . . . • 

George A. Hobbs, Journal and bind 

ing 

Andrews & Cutler, catalogue, labels 

Asbestos Packing Compauy, cement 
covering 

Frederic Tudor &Co., repairing heat- 
ing apparatus 

Patrick Claffy, line fence . 

Norcross Bros., repairs 

Geo. E. Fowle, labor and stock . 

W. S. York, 

Nathaniel Jenkins," 

Forest Hooper, " 

Aaron Thompson, " 

F. S. Brigham, «' 

Torrey, Bright & Corey, 31^ coir mat- 
ting ...... 



19 00 

2 70 

5 00 

3 20 

3 50 
2 25 

6 20 

6 00 

26 66 

5 00 

94 

2 50 

1 00 

4 00 
131 00 * 

76 75 

67 69 

24 45 
18 75 
21 27 
16 66 

7 50 

2 28 
2 85 
1 73 

25 20 
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W. M. Miller, 2,000 book-marks 
M. R. Warner, 18 boxes . 
Leonard Thompson, hardware 
Hart & Co., express • 
A. E. Thompson, phosphate 
J. I. Munroe, lumber 
William Burke, labor 
Michael Ragin, ^* 
Water Board, water rates . 
R. S. Spaulding, teaming • 
James Buel & Co., sundries 
Mark Allen, Advertiser 
F. P. Curran, Gratton Echo 





. $20 00 




22 20 




50 67 




5 90 


• 


6 20 




3 24 




2 63 




1 00 




6 00 




70 




1 17 




1 50 




1 15 




*7 TO"? "iil 




149,967 67 


John Johnson, 


P. L. Converse, 


E. D. Hayden, 




Trustees. 



i 

■ i 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE^S REPORT. 



The Library Committee herewith present their twenty- 
seventh annual report. Annexed is the annual report of the 
libranan, which contains important items of infonnation 
relating to the use and condition of the library, and togifts 
presented by generous and public-spirited people, at home 
and abroad. 

The faithfulness and efficiency of your libmrian and his 
assistants receive the commendation of your committee. 
Several prominent citizens, moved by a desire to benefit a 
class of intelligent and thoughtful readers who have, perhaps, 
limited opportunities to enjoj^ the advantages of the library 
reading-room, presented a request that the reading-room 
might be opened for a few months on Sunday afternoons, in 
order to afford additional opportunities to such readers. Ac- 
cordincjlv the services of an attendant were secured, and the 
reading-room was opened on Sunday afternoons, from 2 to 
6 P.M., and patrons allowed the use of the books, magazines 
and papers Iwlonging to the room. The library proper is not 
opened, and no one is allowed to enter or to receive books 
from the alcoves. A careful record is kept of the attendance 
upon each Sunday, and such information gathered as your 
committee may need before making it a permanent arrange- 
ment. The additional expense attending the Sunday open- 
ing, for attendance and liglits, compels your committee to 
ask for an increased appropriation of one hundred dollars for 

the coming j'ear. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. D. HAYDEN. 
LEONARD THOMPSON. 
S. F. TRULL. 
G. P. BARTLETT. 
O. F. BRYANT. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To the Library Committee: 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the fifth annual 
librarian's report of the business of this institution for the 
year ending February 29, 1884. 

During this period there have been added 1080 bound 
volumes, 220 pamphlets and one map. Of the bound vol- 
umes, 120, and all of the pamphlets, with the map, were 
donated. The receipts from fines, sale of catalogues, l)ooks 
and wast^ paper and cards, have been $171.72, of which 
$107.45 has been returned to the town treasurer, and $49.60 
has been expended. 

Important gifts have been received from Mr. James Jack- 
son Jarves, of Florence, Italy, Eev. Dr. George E. Ellis, 
Dr. Samuel A. Green, Major Charles W. Stevens and Mr. 
Abram E. Cutter, of Boston, Hon. Charles Choate's estate, 
John W. Johnson, Esq., and Mr. Obadiah Rich, of Woburn, 
Mr. A. C. Floyd, ^)f Washington, D.C., Rev. James L. 
Fowle, of Caisarea, Turkey, Asia, the United SUites Govern- 
ment, and others whose names are given in the list of gifts 
appended to this report. 

The circulation has been 57,958, a decrease of 1217 from 
that of last year. A loss of circulation appears to be com- 
mon to all the larger public libraries in the country during 
the last year and a half, and has been attributed in other 
places (instance the annual report of the Boston Public 
Library for 1883, p. 4) to the "cheap reprints issued of 
popular novels, histories, biographies, travels and science, 
which are within the means of every reader." At one place 
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(Cincinnati) it has been attributed to the state of business, 
"good times" diminishing "the number of people with time 
on their hands for reading." Both causes may operate here. 

The registration shows an increase of twelve over the last 
year. 

The attention of the committee is called to the fact that 163 
volumes have been added in excess of the number last year. 

There has been a decrease in fines. 

Since January 1 last, the list of books added weekly 
has been contributed to the three town papers. 

The customary detailed statement is here presented. 

CIRCULATION. 

Number of books delivered, divided among the several 

months, as follows : — 

March 6,728 

5,267 
4,612 
4,192 
3,930 
4,083 
4,122 
4,249 
4,702 
5,033 
5,456 
5,584 

57,958 
193 



April 

Mav 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

Febi'uary 



Daily average ....... 

Largest number of books delivered in one day, 

April 7 

Smallest number of books delivered in one day, 

June 18 ...... . 



596 



44 
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ACCESSIONS. 

Whole number of books added . 



1 ,080 



By purchase ..... 


927 




By gift 


120 




Magazines bound .... 


33 






1,080 




Volumes in the library at the beginning 






of the year .... 


20,370 




Discarded ..... 


116 


20,254 






Whole number, March J , 1884 


21,334 


Pamphlets received 


226 




Number last year .... 


4,168 




Whole number .... 


• . 


4,394 


Number of books bound 


. . 


484 


Number bound from paper cover 


• . 


39 


Magazines bound .... 


• . 


33 


REGISTRATION. 






Number of cards issued during the year 




376 


Previously issued .... 




3,394 


Whole registration .... 




3,770 


Number of cards renewed . 




1,056 


Notices sent of books overdue . 




203 


RECEIPTS. 






On hand March 1, 1883 . 




$13 62 


From fines 




118 82 


catalogues .... 




20 10 


books and waste paper 




9 91 


cards ..... 




9 27 



$171 72 



librarian's report. 

Paid to town treasurer . . . $107 45 

Assistants, extra service . . . 49 60 

On hand ...... 14 67 



$171 72 

STATE OF LIBRARY. 

A careful examination of the shelves during the months of 
July and August showed a number of volumes unaccounted 
for ; of these, eight in fiction, and possibly five in juveniles, 
are probably lost. This estimate may include some of the 
missing of other years. Two lost books were paid for by 
the borrowers. 

NORTH WOBURN. 

The delivery of books to North Wobum has been carried 
on regularly every Saturday morning. 

Thanking you, gentlemen, for your many courtesies, and 
for the kindly interest you have taken in my work, I am 
very respectfully yours, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Librarian. 
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RECORD OF GIFTS, 1883-84. 



Boston Public Library . 

Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston . 

Bridgeport, Ct., Public Library 

Brooklyn, N.Y., Public Library 

Burlington, Vt., Fletcher Free Library 

Butler, George, New York 

Chicago, 111., Public Library 

Choate, Hon. Charles, estate . 

Cincinnati, O., Public Library 

Cleveland, Edmund J., Elizabeth, N.J. 

Cleveland, O., Public Library 

Cobden Club, England 

Congregational Churches of the United States 

National Council 
Cowles, Mrs. E. C, Ipswich . 
Cowley, Charles, Esq., Lowell 
Cutter, Abram E., Boston 
Dedham Public Library . 
Dow, Mrs. Stephen .... 
Ellis, Rev. Dr. Geo. E., Boston 
Fall River Public Library 
Floyd, A. C, Washington, D.C. 
Fowle, Rev. James L., Turkey, Asia 
Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 
Hartford, Ct., Theological Seminary 
Hill, Hamilton A., Boston 
Jarves, James Jackson, Florence, Italy 
Lancaster Public Library 



Vols. Pamph. 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 



1 



1 
3 



3 
1 
11 
1 
3 

1 



1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

76 

1 

13 



5 
1 



map 
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Lowell City Library .... 

Lowell Old Residents' Historical Association 

Lynn Public Library 

Maiden Public Library 

Manchester, N.H., Cit}' Librar}^ 

Massachusetts State Government 

Massachusetts State Library 

Massachusetts Teachers' Association . 

Melrose Public Library 

Middleton, Flint Public Library 

Milwaukee, Wis., Public Library bulletin} 

Natick, Morse Institute Library 

New Bedford Public Library 

Newburyport Public Library . 

Newton Free Library 

PealK)dy Institute, Danvers 

Perkins, Fred. B., San Francisco, Cal. 

Perkins, J. McC, Esq., Boston 

Porter, Rev. Edward G., Lexington 

Providence, R.I., Public Library 

Quincy Public Library 

Rich, Obadiah .... 

San Francisco, Cal., Free Public Library 

Smith, Henry F. . . . . 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C, 

Somerville Public Library 

Stan wood, James R., Boston . 

Stevens, Major Charles W., Boston . 

Taunton Public Library . 

Thompson, Charles O., Terre Haute, Ind 

Thompson, Rev. Leander 

Tufts College ..... 

United States Government 



11 



31 

2 

7 



1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
I 
2 
1 
2 
% 
1 
1 
5 
1 



40 



27 
1 
1 

2 

11) 
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Wakefield, Beebe Town Library ... 1 

Walker, Joseph B., Concord, N.H ... 1 

Ware, Young Men's Library .... 1 

Watertown Public Library .... 1 
Wheelman Co., Boston, The WJieelman 
Wobum Selectmen (deposited) . . .25 22 
Woburn Village Improvement Association, copies 

Indoors and Outdoors. 

Worcester Public Library .... 1 

Contributions to the antique department have been made 
by Capt. J. C. Almy, Mr. Eli Cooper, Mrs. Stephen Dow, 
Mrs. Mary D. Evans, Dr. F. W. Graves, Mr. William B. 
Harris, Mr. Cyrus Munroe, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Pollock, 
Air. Obadiah Rich, Mr. Lewis L. Whitney and the Clinton 
Hose Co. No. G, of Wobura ; the Rev. Dr. John W. Chick- 
ering, of Wakefield, and his brothers and sisters, by Miss 
Louise W. Hill, of Belmont, and the Rev. Edward G. Por- 
ter, of Lexington. 

John W. Johnson, Esq., has contributed an abstract of the 
title of land occupied by the library (in press). 
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LIBRAKY COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 



Ik presenting this, their twenty-eighth annual report, the 
Library Committee feel much satis&ction in being able to 
say, that the increasing number of borrowers of books, and 
of students who visit its alcoves, show that the great value, 
the extent, and the variety of useful information which they 
contain are becoming more widely known, and better under- 
stood. 

The report of the Librarian, which is presented with this 
report, will inform you that there is no abatement in the inter- 
est which public spirited and scholarly citizens take in the 
library, and in adding to its resources by individual gifts. 
The town is much indebted to these citizens for their gifts, 
and for the aid and encouragement which they afford to your 
conmuttee, who wish to be on the alert to discover, and to 
supply, the new and diverse wants of our reading public, as 
they may arise. 

We hope that the excellent report of the librarian will be 
carefully read, for it contains much useful and desirable in- 
formation in relation to the work of the year. 

It has been the good fortune of the patrons of the library 
to be served during the past year by a librarian and assist- 
ants whose courtesy and intelligence stand well approved. 
We hope the time is far distant when their places may be 
vacant. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. D. HAYDEN, 
L. THOMPSON, 
O. F. BRYANT, 
S. F. TRULL, 
G. P. BARTLETT. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To the Library Committee : 

Gentlemen, — The Librarian of the Woburn Public Librarj' 
respectfully begs leave to submit the Sixth Annual Librarian's 
Report. 

By vote oC the Committee, on April 30, 1883, John W. 
Johnson, Esq., and your Librarian, were appointed a com- 
mittee to print an article prepared for the board by Mr. 
Johnson, entitled '< An Abstract of the Title of Land in 
Woburn, now occupied by the Public Library." Mr. 
Johnson and myself have accordingly had said article printed 
and published as a part of the bulletin for March 1, 1884. 
This is a valuable contribution to the history and business 
transactions of the library, containing facts which, in this form, 
are readily at hand for the use of every citizen. It would 
seem desirable that at. some convenient time in the future, 
other sketches of the history, and a description of the great 
benefactions and biographies of the munificent benefactors, be 
preserved in print in a similar fashion. 

With the consent of the committee and at the suggestion 
of individuals in town well qualified to judge, the bulletin of 
accessions to the library for the year ending March 1st, 1884, 
was arranged in one general alphabetical arrangement, with 
supplementary lists of the classes of fiction and juveniles. 
This arrangement enabled the getting of more titles to a page 
than the former manner of publication, and as far as your 
librarian has learned has given general satisfaction. 

The publication of a number of recent standard catalogues 
has enabled the making of a number of needed corrections 
and improvements in the forthcoming bulletin for the year 
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ending March 1, 1885. The material for this bulletin is now 
nearly ready for the printer. It is also, like the former one, 
arranged in one single alphabet. 

During the past year there has been an increase in the cir- 
culation of books loaned of 1,565 over the number of the 
year preceding. This is encouraging, in view of the loss of 
circulation reported in some of the nearer libraries and the 
stationary circulation of others. In the purchase of books it 
has been the aim of your librarian to keep abreast of the best 
current literature published, and the liberal means at his dis- 
posal has enabled him to buy many books of an expensive 
nature, which the average public library, for want of such 
means, is obliged to go without. The titles of these works 
will appear in the forthcoming bulletin, and many of them, 
especially those of travel, find appreciative readers among 
us. 

The series of panoramic views recently painted in the 
town, illustrating scenes of life in ancient Egypt, has been 
largely painted from figures and illustrations found in the ex- 
pensive books of history and art on that country belonging to 
the library. A skilful designer has also received much aid 
in his work from the numerous valuable art books in our 
possession. 

In view of the ability and resources of this library, we 
would call the attention of our citizens to the fact that every 
inhabitant of the town is entitled to its privileges, by the 
taking out of books, or otherwise, and we would venture to 
suggest that the adult members of every family in the town, 
if they have not already done so, qualify themselves by tak- 
ing out the requisite cards as takers of books, whether they 
take few or many to read in the course of the year or not. 
This certainly would give encouragement to the library 
management, and show to the outside public a higher appre- 
ciation of the Institution than at present appears. 

The opening of an additional reading room will, in our 
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opiDion, accommodate a rapidly increasing class of readers. 
The alteration in the manner of lighting the present reading 
room tables is an improvement which is spoken of with grat- 
itude and satisfaction. 

The titles on the accession books number 22,204, of which 
1,230 were added the past year. Of these 124 are renew- 
als, to replace books either discarded from use, or books sup- 
posed to be lost during former years. I have also added 
seventy-four newly catalogued titles of works that have been 
already on our shelves (volumes of the Wbbum Journal and 
Wbburn Advertiser; books from the Selectmen's office, etc.), 
which had not been thus entered and numbered before. 

The number of books purchased has been 841 ; the num- 
ber added by gift, 130 ; magazines, 61 ; pamphlets added, 
146, all by gift. The number of volumes constituting the 
actual additions to the library during the year is, therefore, 
1,032 ; a trifle less than the year before. The most important 
gift was that of the Rev. Leander Thompson, of Wobum, who 
gave 27 volumes, principally the Bible in foreign languages, 
viz., in the Ai'abic, French, German, Italian, Syriac, Arme- 
nian, Bulgarian, Greek, Hebrew, Mahratta (India), Persian, 
Spanish, Turkish, Abyssinian, Chaldee, Ethiopic, and Latin 
languages, a list containing copies which are seldom seen on 
the shelves of any library in this country. 

The amount received for fines, sale of catalogues, etc., 
has been $164.97, all of which has been paid over to the 
town treasurer. 

The registration shows a slight increase over the last year. 

The delivery of books to North Wobum is still carried on 
regularly. 

The record of gifts is appended to this report. 

The statistics of circulation, accessions, etc., for the year, 
are in detail^ as follows : 
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CIRCULATION. 

Number of books delivered, divided among the several 
months, as follows : 

March 6,514 

April 5,607 

May 5,248 

June 3,986 

July 4,193 

August 4,220 

September, 3,825 

October, 3,953 

November ' 4,865 

December 5,358 

January 6,274 

February 5,480 

59,523 

Daily average 194 

Largest number of books delivered in one day, 

April 5 647 

Smallest number of books delivered in one day, 

Sept. 10 48 

ACCESSIONS. 

Whole number of books added • • • • 1,032 

By purchase 841 

By gift 130 

Magazines bound 61 

1,032 
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Volames in the library at the beginning 

of the year 

Discarded 



Whole number, March 1, 1885 

Pamphlets received 
Number last year 



21,334 
71 



146 
4,394 



21,263 
22,295 



Whole number ....... 4,540 



Number of books bound 

Number bound from paper cover . 

Magazines bound 



406 
88 
61 



registration. 

Number of cards issued during the year 
Previously issued 
Whole registration 
Number of cards renewed 
Notices sent of books overdue 



387 
3,770 
4,157 
1,104 

196 



receipts. 



On hand March 1, 1884 

From fines 
** catalogues 
** books and waste paper 
** cards ... 



Paid to town treasurer 
On hand • 



$14 67 

136 52 

16 03 

4 72 

7 70 

$179 64 

$164 97 
14 67 



$179 64 
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Formerly the young men employed extra on Saturdays, 
were paid by the librarian from the fine money in his 
charge. By a new, and we think a much better arrange- 
ment, the assistants now employed for the Saturday extra 
service, receive their pay regularly from the town treasurer, 
like the other employes of the library. 

The difference between the whole number of volumes, 
22,295, as given in the above table, and 22,204, the number 
recorded in the accession books, is due to a number of dupli- 
cates in the library, piincipally United States' public docu- 
ments, that are not there recorded. 

There has been during the year a demand for books in the 
French and German languages by persons of those national- 
ities residing m the town. This demand has been met to an 
extent by the purchase of a number of books in French and 
Grerman, mostly at second hand, of the class of fiction and 
travels, which have been used by these takers with remarks 
of appreciation and pleasure. Most of these persons speak 
little or no English, and one of these men, of more than 
average intelligence, has read every modem French book of 
the two hundred or more already on our shelves. There has 
been also a demand for books in Swedish and Italian ; but 
the books ovmed by the library in the latter language are 
mostly very ancient, and too valuable for general circulation, 
and it has not been easy as yet to find appropriate modem 
works in that tongue. The Swedes have generally contented 
themselves with reading books in English by Swedish authors, 
or books by English writers on Sweden, or books of the 
simpler English character. Books with a foreign language 
in parallel columns, or on parallel pages with the English, 
have been found very desirable by this class of readers, as 
they aid much in acquiring a knowledge of the English lan- 
guage, which these people are very anxious to have. From 
the observation of your librarian, the population of Wobum 
is gradually becoming more cosmopolitan in character, and a 
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demand for books in modern foreign languages will probably 
be greater in the future than now. 

While mindful of the requirements of the present, it is 
well not to be unmindful of the demands of the past. The 
Library has already in its possession a lar^e amount of 
printed and manuscript material relating to Woburn, its 
history, etc., most of which has already been catalogued, 
arranged and described in previous reports and bulletins 
of the Library. The principal historical sketches of the 
Town forms the subject of a chapter in the bulletin of 
March 1, 1884, which gives a general account of the most 
important printed sources on the subject of Woburn history 
and descriptions of those works. The subject of Woburn 
history has also been taken up to some extent in the public 
schools, and considerable interest has been manifested, we 
are told, by the children, in looking up the oldest houses, and 
the history of the most eminent persons. We would further 
suggest, that the Library proceed to provide, itself with 
copies of all known maps of the Town of Woburn, particu- 
larly those made under the direction of the State. The ear- 
liest map of the Town that we have seen, is the original plan 
of the Town made by Samuel Thompson, Esq., of Woburn, 
for the first State map, in 1795. This drawing is in the 
possession of the authorities at the State house. The 
report of the commissioners upon the condition of the rec- 
ords, files, papers, and documents in the Secretary's depart- 
ment, recently presented to the Legislature, has shed much 
light on the contents of the State archives, and from this 
report we are led to believe that other maps of Woburn of 
much earlier date are there to be found. I hope that the 
Committee will allow the small sum necessary to secure 
copies of all these for this place. 

A librarian, a native of Woburn, has suggested the pro- 
priety of the library supplying itself with books in all lan- 
guages on the subject of leather, making a specialty of that 
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class of works, in reference to the great manufacturing industry 
of the town. This gentleman has promised to furnish gra- 
tuitously a bibliography of such works, as he is well qualified 
by opportunity and experience to do ; but the list has not yet 
been received. 

An examination of the library began July 30, and continued 
through the month of August, was conducted, in accordance 
to custom, without interruption to the regular deliveiy. The 
list of books then unaccounted for has been now reduced to 
less than half a dozen. To those young persons who are in 
the habit of writing such phrases in their books as, '< This is 
a good book," or ** This is a bad book," we would suggest 
that such marking is unnecessary, and moreover is prohibited 
by the public statutes. The number of volumes supposed to 
be lost during the past year is five. 

Your librarian found his two weeks' vacation in the summer 
a pleasant change. 

With renewed thanks to the committee for the many cour- 
tesies and favors received from the various members of your 
board, 

I am, 
Very respectfully yours, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Librarian. 



RECORD OF GIFTS, 1884-86. 



Belmont Public Library . 

Boston City Government . 

Boston Public Library 

Bostonian Society, Boston 

Boutwell, Francis M., Groton 

Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston 

Bridgeport, Ct., Public Library 

Brookline Public Library . 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Revenue Reform Club 

Butler, George, New York 

Cambridge Civil Service Reform Association 

Carter, Mrs. Caroline 

Carter Family Association 

Chicago, 111.. Public Library 

Cincinnati, O., Public Library 

Cleveland, H. G., Cleveland, O 

Cleveland, O., Public Library 

Concord Public Library, . 

Cutter, Dr. E., New York 

Cutter, E., Jr. 

Dodge, I. B., Amherst, N. H. 

Floyd, A. C, Washington, D. C. 

Gloucester, Sawyer Free Library . 

Green, Dr. Samuel A,, Boston 

Harlow, Dr. J. M. . 

Hartford, Ct., Theological Seminary 

Hosmer, Marion T. 

Kelley, Charles F., Boston 



Vols. Pamph. 

1 
1 

5 



1 



1 
1 
1 
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Lancaster Public Library 

Lascell, G. W., Lynn .... 

Lawrence Public Library 

Leach, Mrs. H. . . . . . 

Lowell City Library .... 

Lowell Old Residents' Historical Association 
Lynn Public Library . . . • 

Maiden Public Library, Bulletins and 
Manchester, N. H., City Libmry 
Massachusetts State Government 
Melrose Public Library .... 

Middleton, Flint Public Library 

Middletown, Ct., Russell Library 

Milwaukee, Wis., Public Library, Bulletin and 

Natick, Morse Institute Library 

New Bedford Public Library 

New England Historic Genealogical Society 

Newton Free Library^ . . . . 

Peabody Institute, Dan vers 

Peabody Institute, Peabody 

Peabody Library, Peabody 

Pope, Albert A., Boston 

Providence, R. I. Public Library 

Rich, Obadiah, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Richardson, Ernest C, Hartford, Ct. 

Simonson, Mrs. Geo. A. . 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 

Somerville Public Library 

South Abington Public Library 

Stevens, Major Chas. W., Boston 

Swansea (Great Britain) Public Library • 

Taunton Public Library 

Thompson, Abijah, Winchester • « 

Thompson, Rev. Leander • • • 

Thompson, Leonard .... 



Vols. Pamph. 



1 
1 

6 
1 



1 
27 



1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
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Vols. Pamph. 

Toronto, Canada, Public Libraiy ... 1 

Tufts College 2 

Tufts College, The Tuftonian 

United States Government, . . .1 map, 48 • 25 

Vose, Prof. G. L., Inst. Technology, Boston . 3 

Wakefield, Beebe Public Library ... 1 

Walton, William K 2 

Watertown Public Library .... 1 

West Brookfield Public Library ... 1 

Woburn Selectmen (deposited) . . . 1 36 
Woburn Village Improvement Association, copies 

Indoors and Outdoors, 

Woman's Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa. . 1 

Worcester Public Library .... 1 

Wright, Carroll D., Boston .... 1 

Wyman, Nathan 24 

Contributions to the antique department have been made 
by Messrs. Eli Cooper, William B. Harris, Obadiah Rich, 
William Knight Walton, and Nathan Wyman, of Woburn, 
and Rev. Edward G. Porter, of Lexington. 

Mr. Joseph Kelley has given plants, and Mrs. Bessie R. 
Lesquereux has given two slips from willows at Napoleon's 
grave, St. Helena. 

Mr. Leonard Thompson has given the ancient sash and 
panes from a window of the house in Woburn, built by 
Joseph Simonds in 1679, and occupied by Jesse Cutler, in 
1884. This is '< the original leaden sash with lozenge panes " 
alluded to by Mr. Thomas C. Amory (Proceedings Mass. 
Historical Society, vol. 20, 1882-83, page 27), as **to be 
seen in place " in the old house above referred to. This sash 
was purchased by Mr. Thompson, and deposited in the antique 
department of the library. 
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In accordance with the provisions of chapter 273 of the 
acts of the year 1885, incorporating the Woburn Public 
Library, the corporation herewith presents to the town its 
first annual report, being the twenty-ninth annual report of 
the condition of the library. Annexed is the annual report 
of the librarian, William R. Cutter, which the trustees 
commend to the careful perusal of all citizens interested in 
matters of detail pertaining to the growth and work of the 
library during the year just closed. The final report of the 
Winn library committee is also appended. 

The corporation organized and assumed charge of all prop- 
erty connected with the Woburn Public Library on August 
4, 1885. Since that date the same methods and arrange- 
ments which the library committee found successful in 
managing the library have been continued in force. The 
corporation has been largely influenced in this course by the 
fact that at the annual spring election three additional trus- 
tees will be chosen by the town, and if changes shall be 
made in the rules and regulations governing the library, it 
was felt proper and desirable that they should receive the 
consideration and approval of the full board of trustees. 

The trustees cannot avoid expressing surprise at the very 
small number of residents of Woburn who avail themselves of 
the privileges of the reading-room connected with the library 
on Sunday afternoons, — a very large proportion of the visitors 
on this day of the week being strangers and sight-seers, who 
come to view and admire the library and its surroundings, 
but not to participate in its advantages. We cannot believe 
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that the reading-room was thrown open to the public on the 
Sabbath by our predecessors merely to gratify idle curiosity, 
and we sincerely trust, as the fact becomes more widely 
known that the reading-room is open to the public during 
certain hours on Sunday throughout the year, a larger num- 
ber of our resident population will avail themselves of the 
many and varied advantages to be derived therefrom. 

The trustees desire to express their appreciation of the 
services of all connected with the library while it has been 
under their charge ; and we especially congratulate the citi- 
zens of Wobum on their good fortune in retaining the valu- 
able services of the librarian and assistant librarian, whose 
efforts to please, combined with their courteous and quiet 
manner towards all, have won for them the praise and esteem 
of the patrons of the library. 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN. 

JOHN CUMMINGS. 

J. M. HARLOW. 

LEONARD THOMPSON. 

E. W. HUDSON. 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 



REPORT OF THE WINN FUND COMMITTEE. 



The committee chosen by the town to expend the money 
and execute the trust according to the intention and direction 
of the late Charles B. Winn, as expressed by him in his will, 
present their final report to the corporators of the Woburn 
Public Library. 

Received from estate of C. B. Winn $182,286 16 

pictures 13,000 00 

sale •' . . 2,768 50 

buildings, fences, &c. 6,786 50 
income, moneys in- 
vested . . 21,254 76 

rents . 1,011 72 

$227,107 64 

Pictures $13,000 00 

Premiums 8,173 50 

21,173 50 



n w t« 

t« ft 

w ft 



$205,934 14 
Paid Norcross & Bro., contract for 

building .... $73,275 50 
Norcross & Bro., curbing stone 2,115 00 
" furniture . . 1,950 00 
" stone walk . 800 00 
'' tablet . 680 00 
" '* extra work and 
repairs .... 2,392 05 
** Gambrill & Richardson, archi- 
tects .... 5,009 79 
** F. M. Clark, architects . . 668 00 



ft tt 

ft 



Amounts carried forward . $86,890 34 $205,934 14 
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Amounts brought forward . $86,890 34 $205,934 1^ 
Paid Cummings & Sears, architects . 200 00 

•' Ware & Van Brunt, '' . 200 00 

•' Peabody & Stearns, '' . 200 00 

•' Snell & Gregorson, " . 200 00 

" Estate of C. B. Winn, home- 
stead . . . . 16,600 00 

" Estate of H. W. Davis, home- 

stead .... 11,038 44 

" Highway department, grading 

land . . ; . 2,050 53 

*' Fred Tudor & Co., heating ap- 
paratus .... 

" A. H. Davenport, furniture 

" A. H. Fogg & Co., gas fixtures 

" Torrey, Bright & Capen, carpets 

" Lawrence, Wilde & Co. , window 
shades, &c. 

" Porter & Young, gas-piping . 

" Howard & Co., clock 

" John Evans, dial for clock 

" Williams & Everett, oil paint- 
ing and frame of J. B. Winn 
(E. G. Champney, artist) . 

" James A. Jarvis, 7 busts 

" Henderson & Bro., freight on busts 37 98 

" Books 22,223 24 

" George M. Champney, purchas- 
ing and cataloguing books 3,111 81 

*' M. B. Merriam, numbering and 

arranging books . . 435 00 

Amounts cm-ried forward . $149,319 75 $205,934 1^ 



2,271 32 


1,187 00 


522 07 


437 22 


118 05 


225 60 


100 00 


50 00 


456 50 


764 65 
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Amounts brought forward $149,319 75 $205,934 14 
Paid J. W. Ripley and others, binding 

books . . . . 924 63 
"* Boston Stereotype Foundry, 

printing catalogue . . 650 00 
" Andrews & Cutler, printing cat- 
alogues and bulletins . 755 50 
" William M. Miller, plates and 

bookmarks . . 300 00 

** First National Bank, rent . 163 50 

*' Gawin R.Gage " . 60 00 

'* Lyceum Hall Association . 20 00 
*' Wobum Gas Company, gas and 

repairs .... 108 44 

'* Hart & Co., express . . 138 05 

" Hawkins & Taylor, express 9 15 

•* J. B. McDonald, coal and lumber 742 70 

" John I. Munroe, " " . 20 76 

" Leonard Thompson, hardware . 309 75 
" George E. Fowle, labor and 

stock . . . . 307 99 
"" William S. York, labor and 

stock . . . 56 24 

•^ D. F. Eager, labor on fence . 39 36 

** G. F. Jones, manure . . 170 00 

•* George P. Bartlett, manure . 74 00 

** Andrew James, stone posts . 60 05 

" C. M. Strout, kitchen range . 72 40 

** Ballard & Conn, insurance . 167 65 

** George H. Conn, '' . 149 47 

" B. T. H. Porter, " . 85 88 

** James N. Dow, " . 9 40 

AmourUs carried forward $154,664 67 $205,934 14 
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Amounts brought forward $154,664 67 $205,934 14 
Paid W. V. Hutcbins, insurance . 9 86 

" J. W. Francis, janitor . . 250 94 

" Charles Stevens, " . . 18 53 

" R. S. Spaulding, moving books 24 58 

" John R. Carter, civil engineer 32 75 

" J. H. Curtis, " " 27 50 

" L. W. Perham, labor and stock 58 49 

'* John Johnson, cash paid ex- 
penses of committee visit- 
ing libraries . . . 52 58 

'* J. E. Littlefield & Sons, lum- 
ber .... 4 10 

" C. A. Smith «6 Son, 6 towels 
and cloth 

'' T. V. Sullivan, labor . 

" T. S. Banks, removing tree . 

" F. A. Walker & Co., andirons 

** James Buel & Co., labor and 
stock .... 

" Forest Hooper, labor and stock 

" W. H. Slater, labor and stock 

** Jacob Manning, shrubbery 

" Woburn Water Board, water . 

*' F. E. Washburn & Co., grass 
seed .... 

" A. E. Thompson, phosphate . 

" W. R. Warren, stationery, Ac. 

*' Nathan Wyman, periodicals 

and postage . . . 65 05 

" Asbestos Packing Company, 

cement covering . . 76 75 

Amounts carried forward $155,685 00 $205,934 14 



7 43 


100 


11 95 


75 00 


35 11 


68 49 


12 65 


64 10 


43 25 


28 40 


17 47 


34 85 



11 74 


15 03 


3 70 


2 25 
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Amounts carried Jxyrward $155,685 00 $205,934 14 
Paid N. E. School Furnishing Com- 
pany, stationery . . 26 66 
" P. H. Claffy, one half line 

fence . . . . 24 45 

" G. W. Fosdick, one half lamp- 
post .... 
'* S. T. Brigham, labor and stock 
" H. K. Willoughby, labor and 

stock .... 

** W. H. Foster, labor and stock 
** Nathaniel Jenkins,, labor and 

stock . . . . 10 25 

" W. H. Cummings, labor and 

stock .... 2 50 

'' James Partridge, labor and 

stock .... 3 55 

'' Aaron Thompson, labor and 

stock .... 2 85 

"" John J. Skinner, labor and 

stock .... 
'* John Reagan, labor 
'' Patrick Farrie, " 
'' William' Burke, •* 
'' Patrick Mann, '' 
" William Buckley, labor 
'' Thomas Martin, " . 
** Michael Reagan, " . 
" Cyrus Lamb, " . 

" A.J. Wilkinson, wire fence 
" W. H. Curtis, picture frames 
" W. P. Fletcher, box for table 

Amounts carried forward $155,863 79 $205,934 14 



2 52 


28 02 


1100 


2 63 


200 


200 


2 00 


100 


1 50 


15 27 


4 87 


300 
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Amounts brought fw^ard $155,863 79 $205,934 14 

Paid Alexander Ellis, lamp and oil 3 62 

Pollard & Parker, hook and hoe 1 75 

Alvah Bucknam, shoe box 1 75 

155,870 91 



«f 



w 



Balance 



$50,063 23 



Schedule of Assets, July 29, 1885, Winn Trust Library 

Fund. 



Buffum Mortgage, Boston 


. $25,000 00 


Boston & Albany Railroad bonds 


8,000 00 


Old Colony Railroad bonds . . . . 


8,000 00 


Fall River Railroad bonds . . . . 


5,000 00 


City of Lynn bonds 


1,000 00 


Town of Wayland bonds 


1,000 00 


" Arlington bonds . . . . 


1,000 00 


" Wobum Water bonds 


1,000 00 


Cash in hands of treasurer . . . , 


63 23 


Balance 


$50,063 23 



Respectfully submitted by 

JOHN JOHNSON, 
PARKER L. CONVERSE, 
E. D. HAYDEN, 

Committee. 
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RECEIPTS. 

Trust Fund (original) .... 

Interest ...... 

Winn bequest 

Interest on Buffum mortgage 

CSty of Lynn bonds 
City of Fall River bonds 
Town of Arlington bonds 
Town of Wayland bonds 
Town of Woburn bonds 
Boston & Albany Railroad bonds 
Old Colony Railroad bonds . 

E. F. Johnson, rents .... 

John Reagan ..... 

W. A. & M. Association, interest on deposits 



w 



ft 



ff 



rt 



ft 



er 



ft 



ft 



ff 



ff 



ff 



EXPENDED. 

Allen, Mark, Woburn Advertiser 

Ambler, Sergeant I. W., book 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing . 

Ball, B. A., book 

Blood, H. A., book 

Brown, Romeyn, book 

Buel, James & Son, labor and stock 

Cutter, William R., books . 

Clarke & Carruth, books 

Catholic Publishing Society, Catholic World 



16,000 00 


360 00 


51,114 77 


1,250 00 


60 00 


300 00 


60 00 


50 00 


60 00 


560 00 


560 00 


132 75 


50 00 


33 4S 


$60,591 00 


11 50 


200 


148 75 


40 00 


1 25 


3 50 


2 11 


11 75 


1,157 59 


400 
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Cassino, S. E. & Co., books 
Dennison, D. S. 
Davenport, A. H., furniture 
Estes & Lauriat, books 
Fowle, George E., labor and stock 
Ford, Howard & Hulburt, book 
Georges Society, book 
Goodrich, G. E., book 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., book 
Hobbs, George A. , Woburn Journal 
Hart & Co., expressing 
Hardy & Maloney, Americav Catholic 
terly Review 

Kimball, D. A 

Library maintenance, transfer 
Library bureau, supplies 
Littlefield, George E., books 
Massachusetts Historical Society, books 
Miller, William M., bookmarks 
March, Daniel, book 
Novelty Company, frames 
Noyes, Henry D., magazines 
New England Historical Society, books 
Prince Society, book . 
Roberts, J. G. & Co., binding 
Torrey, Bright & Capen, matting . 
Thompson, Brown & Co., book 
Thompson, Leonard, stock . 
Woburn Water Board, water 

Balance invested to new account 



Quar 



$4»00 


2100 


,187 00 


22 15 


6 69 


10 00 


5 16 


20 00 


15 00 


200 


3 05 


10 00 


15 00 


360 00 


2 16 


26 55 


3 00 


20 00 


13 00 


2 00 


111 15 


4 45 


4 00 


287 79 


15 70 


700 


4146 


21 50 



$3,657 16 
56,933 84 



$60,591 00 
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LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 



Cash on hand March 1» 1885 
Appropriated and assessed in 1885 
William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, &c 
From sale of grass 
Trust funds, transfer of interest 
County treasurer, dog tax 

EXPENDED. 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., blanks 
Buss, C. H., stationery 
Buckman & White, oil and soap 
Cutter, William R. , librarian 
Cutter, William R., expenses 
Cotton & Gould, record books 
Copeland, Bowser & Co., stock 
Fire department . 
Francis, John W., janitor 
Francis, John W., extra service 
Horton, Sparrow, stationery 
Harlow, J. M., copies 
Usrt & Co., expressing 
Eellaway, W., printing reports 
Library bureau 
Linscott, A. H., services 
Linscptt, Percy N., services 
Littlefield, Clarence E., services 
McDonald, Joseph B., fuel . 
Munroe, John I., fuel . 
Novelty Company, stock and labor 



$232 04 


1,600 00 


149 18 


15 00 


360 00 


1,237 91 


13,594 08 


$25 00 


8 10 


8 24 


900 00 


2147 


13 00 


60 


10 00 


500 04 


75 00 


1 47 


1 50 


1100 


28 00 


13 50 


85 25 


89 00 


29 75 


863 84 


28 25 


9 90 
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Pollard, Emily F., assistant librarian 
Pollard, M. S., services 
Printing department, transfer 
Poole, Eugene W., services 
Ricker, William & Son, show-case 
Buggies, F. W., frame 
Simonds, N., services 
Skinner, John J., labor and stock 
Thompson, L., labor and stock 
Wobum Water Board, water 
Warren, M. R., stationery . 
Wobum post olBSce, postage 
Wobum Gas Company, gas 
Warren, Albert T. . . . 
Wobum Coal Company, fuel 

Unexpended balance 



$500 04 


30 00 


29 40 


89 00 


15 00 


1 25 


15 00 


12 60 


11 46 


15 50 


27 37 


5 37 


285 98 


75 


3 63 


$3,105 26 


488 82 



Trust fund invested as follows : — 

Wobum Water bonds, 6% (original trust) 

Buffum mortgage, 5 % . 

Boston & Albany Railroad, 7 % 

Old Colony Railroad, 7 % 

City of Fall River, 6 % 

City of Lynn, 6% 

Town of Wayland, 5 % 

Town of Arlington, 6% 

Town of Wobum, 6 % 

W. A. & M. Association 



$3,594 08 



$6,000 00 
25,000 00 
8,000 00 
8,000 00 
5,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
933 84 



$56,933 84 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To the Tniateea of the Wobum Public Library: 

I have the honor to submit the seventh librarian's report 
of the library, closing with the year ending February 27, 
1886, being my fourth annual report. 

The present report is confined to a simple statement of the 
work accomplished during the year, with one or two remarks 
on the connection of the library with the public schools, with 
a statement of the amount of time employed by the several 
employes in the delivery department of the library, and with 
the addition of two recommendations : one, that the number 
of hours of the delivery be extended, and the other, that the 
printing of a consolidated catalogue of all the bulletins issued 
since the publication of the general catalogue of 1879 be 
undertaken, to take the place of the next annual bulletin. 

The statistics of the year are as follows : — 

CIRCULATION. 

Books issued 58,146 

Largest number of books delivered in one day, 

Saturday, February 13, 1886 ... 640 

Daily average ...... 189 

NUMBER OF BOOKS ADDED. 

By purchase ....... 1,169 

By gift 90 

By volumes of magazines bound ... 47 

Whole number 1,306 

Volumes in the library at the beginning of the 

year 22,204 
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Discarded 


84 


Total number, per accession books, March 1 


> 


1886 


23,510 


Pamphlets received .... 


131 


Previous number ..... 


4,540 


Total number 


4,671 




319 


From paper cover .... 


191 


REOISTRATION. 




Cards issued during the year . 


329 


Previously issued 


4,157 


Whole registration 


4,486 


Number of cards renewed . . . . 


1,154 


Notices sent of books overdue 


191 


CASH RECEIPTS. 




Amount on hand March 1, 1885 


$14 67 


From fines 


130 11 


" catalogues 


16 20 


'' books and waste paper . . . . 


2 84 


" cards 


6 45 




♦170 27 


Paid to town treasurer 


$149 13 


On hand ....... 


21 14 



$170 27 

The list of gifts is appended to this report. 

In the librarian's department no particular changes have 
occurred. As usual, the accessions of books of the year are 
abreast of the best current general literature published. 
More attention is now being paid by libraries than formerly 
to the accumulation of United States government publica- 
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tions, and this library has recently received some very valu- 
able ones, which can be consulted on application to the 
librarian. During the year there have been added a good 
supply of French books, and a particularly excellent supply 
of German books, selected by an expert, and sufficient for 
all present purposes. 

A very careful examination of the library was undertaken 
in the summer, when two books which had been missing for 
more than a year Were found on the shelves and returned to 
their places. As the result, the number of books unaccounted 
for is eight. The number lost in the delivery is two. 

The librarian during the year has endeavored to aid read- 
ers by the preparation of manuscript consolidated lists of 
the accessions of new books. In this undertaking he has 
prepared one list for six months, four lists for two months, 
and others for one month. 

The connection of the library with the public schools has 
received a renewed impetus in this place by the action of the 
present school superintendent. At his request additional 
privileges in the use of the library were extended to scholars 
from the public schools, which had previously been accorded 
to certain classes from the high school, by which means the 
books of the library, particularly books of reference and 
works on history and travels, and current topics, are more 
generally consulted by the pupils of the upper grade gram- 
mar schools than formerly. The researches of these scholars 
are under the direction of their teachers. The signal benefits 
of this system have been manifested by the formation of a 
volunteer histoiy class composed of membei*s of grade IX. » 
Cummings grammar school, who, under the charge of their 
principal, meet at the library on Saturday forenoons, and are 
provided, for an hour or two, with such books as their needs 
require. The conduct of the class has been in all respects 
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exemplary, and no inconvenience in their accommodation 
has resulted. According to a statement submitted by their 
principal, which is appended to this report, the tasks of this 
Saturday class are supplementary to their regular work in 
history, which is dependent to a large extent on works found 
in the library. 

The undoubted benefits of this course are apparent in an 
increased use of the library facilities for acquiring information 
as an aid to self-education, imparting an increased skill in 
the use of authorities, bringing to light many treasures of 
the library that have hitherto lain dormant, particularly to 
young minds, increasing the love of reading, giving instruc- 
tion in the proper methpd of investigating a subject, useful 
alike to the grammar school as well as to the high school 
scholar, rendering study more profitable and agreeable to 
children, and teaching incidentally to some, *Hhat there are 
many books which are interesting and yet not story-books." 

A statement of the amount of time employed by the sev- 
eral employes in the delivery department of the library may 
be useful as showing the amount and nature of the work 
ordinarily accomplished. The librarian devotes on an aver- 
age eight and a half hours, and the assistant librarian 
seven and five-twelfths hours to the regular work per day. 
There are three other employes, one of whom works on an 
average three and one fifth houi*s a day for five days of each 
week, and the other two work seven hours each one day each 
week, namely, on Saturdays, the day when the delivery is 
the largest. Including the time given to the purchase, num- 
bering, recording and cataloguing of new books, which are 
a necessary incentive to the delivery, it may be safely esti- 
mated that fully two thirds of the working time and strength 
of the library force is spent upon the delivery, while the 
other third is given by the librarian to re-cataloguing work. 
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The librarian would respectfully offer two recommenda- 
tions. First, that there be a morning delivery in addition 
to the afternoon and evening delivery, to begin at nine o'clock. 
Experiment has shown that this would accommodate quite a 
number of persons, ofxd increase to some extent the number 
of books issued. 

The second recommendation is the printing of a consoli- 
dated catalogue, embracing the books entered in the bulle- 
tins published since 1879, the time when a general catalogue 
was printed. This publication would be designed to take 
the place of the next annual bulletin. On this work the 
librarian has been engaged for some time, and considerable 
time longer is necessary for its completion. It is an author 
catalogue, arranged in one alphabet. The entries are made 
reasonably full and according to former requirements. The 
manuscript is useful alone as a card-catalogue of the bulle- 
tins, and to this use the cards are intended to be devoted. 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Librarian. 
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LIST OF GIFTS, 1885-86. 

Blaney, G. A. heirs, Boston Daily Advertiser 

for twenty-two years. 
Boston, City Messenger . 
Boston Public Library 
Bostonian Society, Boston 
Bowditch, Wm. I., Boston 
Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston 
Bridgeport, Ct., Public Library 
Brooklyn, N.Y., Library . 
Brooks, Orlando M. 
Butler, George, New York city 
Chicago, 111., Public Library 
Cincinnati, O., Public Library 
Cleveland, O., Public Library 
Cleveland, Edmund J., Hartford, Ct., Heliotype 

view of ancient Cleveland gravestone in 

Wobum First Burying Ground. 
Cole, Mrs. C, Autograph of U. S. Grant. 
Concord, Mass., Celebration Committee . 
Concord, Mass., Public Library 
Concord, N.H., Public Library 
Congregational Churches, National Council 

Cooper, Eli 

Crane, Capt. J. P 

Cummings, Mrs. John, one engraving and frame 
Cutter, Abram E., Boston 
Cutter, Dr. E., New York city 



Vols. Pamph. 



1 



1 
1 

2 



3 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 

2 
2 

1 

4 
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Also chain for pencil. 

Cutter, W. R. 

Also two frames and one broadside. 

Dalton, J. G., Boston . . . . . 

Day, Rev. J. W., Newport, R.I., order of ser- 
vices. 

X>ensmorc, L. W., Hillsborough, N.H. 

Dodge, Isaac B., Amherst, N.H. 

Also ancient inkstand and a collection of 
ancient documentary papers. 

Titchburg Public Library 

TIagg, Charles ..... 

darcelon, C. C. 

dilcreast, John ..... 

drafton, Vt., Public Library . 

Oreat Barrington Public Library 

dreen. Dr. S. A., Boston 

Cruild, Chas. A., Somerville 

Hammond, Winthrop T.. 

Harlow, Dr. J. M. . 

Hartwell, F. A., box of oldWobum Post Office 

Hayden, Hon. E. D 

Kendall, Jacob, lithographic view of Woburn. 

Xiabady, Mrs. Elizabeth, Ancient ear of com. 

Lafayette, Ind., Public Library 

Xiancaster Public Library 

Lawrence Public Library 

Leeds, Josiah W., Philadelphia 

Lexington, Committee on Memorials 

Lexington Public (Cary) Library 

Lowell Old Residents' Historical Association 

Lynn Public Library .... 

Maimonides Library, New York city 



Vols. Pamph. 

1 



1 

3 

(> 



2 
1 
3 
1 

1 



1 



I 



1 
1 
9 
3 
9 



1 
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VoIb. Pamph. 



Maiden Public Library 

Manchester, N.H., City Library 

Massachusetts, Secretary of State 

Massachusetts State Library 

Massachusetts Title Insurance Company, Boston 

Melrose Public Library . 

Natick, Morse Institute Library 

New Bedford Public Library 

Newburyport Public Library 

Newton Free Library 

Nichols, Mrs. Kate C. 

Novelty Company, Wobum, one photograph and 

frame. 
Peabody Institute, Dan vers 
Perry, John S., Albany, N.Y. 
Pillsbury, Parker, Concord, N.H. 
Porter, Rev. E. G., Lexington 
Providence Public Library 
Redwood Library and Athenaeum, Newport, R.I 

Richardson, Albert L 

Rogers, Miss Elizabeth, Lowell, three pictures 

with frames. 
Slater, W. H. 
Somerville Public Library 
South Abington Public Library 
Taunton Public Library . 
Thompson, Waldo, Swampscott 
Tidd, M. M., two lithographic views of Wobum 
Toronto, Canada, Public Library 
Tufts College 

Also The Tuftonian. 
United States Bureau of Agriculture 
United States Bureau of Education 



2 
5 



1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 



1 
2 
1 



1 
3 



8 
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United States Coast Survey 

United States Congress 

And Congressional Record. 

United States Interior Department . 

United States Navy Department 

United States Patent Office 
And Official Gazette. 

United States Signal Service . 

United States Smithsonian Institution 

United States State Department 

United States Treasury Department 

United States War Department 

Vose, Prof. G. L., Boston 

Also Heliotype portrait L. Baldwin. 

Walker, J. B., Concord, N.H. 

West Brookfield Public Library 

Williams, Micah, Stoneham, Meteoric Stone. 

Winchester Historical and Genealogical Society 
Also two maps and frames. 

Winn, Mrs. Timothy, two Century Plants. 

Woburn, Selectmen's Office . . . . 

Woburn Board of Trade . . . . 

Woburn First Unitarian Parish Ladies' Charit- 
able Society ...... 

Worcester Public Library . . . . 



VoIb. Pamph. 

1 
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4 
6 



2 
5 



3 
1 



4 
1 



2 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 



1 
1 



Library Work of the Class in American History. — Cum- 

mings School, Grade IX. 

The plan in view is essentially experimental, and in some 
respects empirical, the historical capabilities of the scholars 
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being as yet undetermined, though believed to be potent- 
ially considerable. The work is of two classes, differing 
only in degree. 

1. The regular class work : topics or historical persons 
are assigned from time to time to the different scholars, and 
exact references to books in the library are posted on the 
bulletin. All members are required to read at least one of 
the references in their respective topics, and are encouraged 
to read more. Finally a report, either oral or written, is de- 
manded, which is marked as part of the work in history. 

2. In addition to the above a club has been formed for the 
study of sulyects that for wan I of time cannot be taken up 
in the class-room. Topics are assigned as above, but refer- 
ences are more numerous. The whole of any one book is 
seldom recommended, in the belief that a handling familiar- 
ity with twenty books is better than a minute knowledge of 
one. Members are encouraged to consult indexes and cata- 
logues for further references, and to use books intelligently 
for the purpose in hand — rigidly passing over all irrele- 
vant matter however interesting. It is believed that they 
will thus get a thorough understanding of a few subjects, and, 
what is more important, acquire a taste for historical read- 
ing, form habits of systematic study, and get a better knowl- 
edge of the treasures in our public library. 

EDWARD H. LOUNSBURY. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE 

WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY 



ORGANIZATION FOR THE CURRENT TSAR. 

President y . . John Cummings. 
Vice-President y . Edward D. Hayden. 
Cflerk, John G, Maguire. 



STANDING committees. 

Committee on the Library and Art. 

£i>WARD D. Hayden. John M. Harlow. 

Albert Thompson. 

Committee on Finance. 

John Cummings. Edward W. Hui>80n. 

James H. Conway. 

Co7nmittee on the Library Buildimj and Grounds. 

Leonard Thompson.- John G. Maouire. 

George P. Bartlett. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



The Corporation herewith presents to the Town its Second 
Annual Report, being the thirtieth annual report of the 
condition of the libraiy. Annexed to this report of the 
doings of the Trustees is the detailed report of the financial 
condition of the (Corporation prepared by the clerk of the 
board ; and also the annual report of the librarian. To the 
latter report we invite the inspection of all those interested 
in the growth of the library from its establishment to the 
present. During the past year it was deemed advisible by the 
Board to close the library for a fortnight during the summer 
for the purpose of making necessary and desirable repairs. 
As this was the first closing of the building for the purpose 
for a period of seven years, these repairs were found to be 
extensive ; but they were accomplished in a thorough and 
not expensive manner, as far as attempted. 

The Assistant in charge of the reading-room on Sunday 
afternoons reports an average of twenty-nine visitors per 
Sunday ; a slight increase over the previous year. Whole 
number for fifty Sundays, 1,482. 

The Board during the year adopted a code of By-Laws 
for their government. The oflBicers and standing commit- 
tees of the Board appointed under the authority of these By- 
Laws are given at the beginning of the present report. 

A large increase in number during the past year of the 
patrons of the library, and a corresponding increase in the 
duties of the librarian and first assistant librarian, led the 
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Trustees at their meeting in February last to slightly ad- 
vance the salaries of the above-named officials. We feel 
that both the librarian and assistant librarian, during their 
connection with the library, have exerted themselves to meet 
every reasonable want of those having occasion to use the 
library, and, we are confident, will continue to give like sat- 
isfaction in the future. 

JOHN CUMMINGS, PresiderU. 
E. D. HAYDEN, Vice-President. 
J. M. HARLOW, 
EDWARD W. HUDSON, 
LEONARD THOMPSON, 
ALBERT THOMPSON, 
GEORGE P. BARTLETT, 
JAMES H. CONWAY, 
JOHN G. MAGUntE. 



LIBRAEY TRUST FUND. 



RECEIPTS. 

Trust Fund (original) .... 

Interest ...... 

Winn Bequest (balance to March 1, 1886) 
Interest on BujBPum mortgage 
" >' City of Lynn bonds 

'* City of Fall River Bonds 
'" '' Town of Arlington bonds 
*' '' Town of Way land bonds 
*' '* Town of Woburn bonds 

Boston & Albany R. R. bonds 
Old Colony R. R. bonds 
W. A. & M. Association, interest on deposits 
£. F. Johnson, rents .... 

John Reagan, rents .... 



4( 



tt 



$6,000 00 

360 00 

50,933 84 

1,250 00 

60 00 

300 00 

60 00 

50 00 

60 00 

560 00 

280 00 

14 87 

109 60 

35 00 



$60,073 31 



BXPENDED. 

Allen, Mark, Woburn Advertiser and book 

Brown, Romeyn, book 

Buet, James, & Son, labor and stock 

Capen, El win A., book 

Catholic Publication Co., periodical 

Ghampney, E. G., painting portrait of Geo. M. 

Champney 

Clarke & Camtth, books .... 



$3 50 

3 50 

4 85 
15 00 

4 00 

200 00 
840 47 



FtTBLIC LIBBABT BKFOBT. 



Dodge, Robert, book 

E^Btes & Laariat, books 

Ewart, J. C, & Co., tiles 

Fowle, GreoTge E., labor and stock 

Ebrdy & Mahony, periodical 

Hobbs, Greorge A., Wobum Journal 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books 

Lewis Engraving Co., engraving 

Library Bureau, Library Notes 

Littlefield, George E., books 

Loring, Short & Harmon, book 

Massachusetts Historical Society, bookn 

N. E. Hist. Genealogical Soc, periodicals 

Noyes, H. D., & Co., periodicals 

Perkins, W. B., books 

Perrigo, Warren C, book 

Pierce, E. P., book 

Roberts, J. G., & Co., binding 

Skinner, John J., labor and stock 

Slater & Leeman, labor and stock 

Stockbridge, J. C, book 

Thompson, Albert .painting and frame 

Thompson, Leonard, stock 

Ticknor & Co., periodical 

Torrey, Bright & Capen, matting 

Williams & Everett, labor and stock 



3 00 
19 00 

9 09 
35 19 

5 00 

2 00 
35 00 
12 00 

1 00 
35 68 

3 22 
5 50 

5 70 
114 85 

8 50 
3 75 

2 75 
228 33 

6 25 
160 14 

5 75 

175 00 

40 64 

25 

26 60 

223 87 



Balance invested to new account 



$2,239 38 
57,883 93 



$60,073 31 



UBRAUY MAINTKNANGE. 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 



Cash on hand March 1, 1886 
Appropriated and assessed in 1886 . 
William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, etc. 
County treasurer, dog tax 



$488 82 

1,500 OQ 

135 00 

1,131 84 



$3,255 66 



EXPENDED. 

Allen, Mark, advertising • 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing 
Bnckman & White, sundries 
Burgess, F. S., cloth 
Buss, Charles H., sundries 
Carter, J. R., & Co., fuel 
Cotter, William R., services 
Cutter. William R., expenses 
Doherty, Peter, labor 
Fleetwood, Robert, labor 
Francis, John W., services 
Francis, John W., extra service 
Getchell, Addison C, reports . 
Grant, Homer B., services 
Hart & Co., expressing . 
Hobbs, George A., printing 
Hooper, Forrest, labor and stock 
Horton, Sparrow, stationery 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, sawdust 



$2 25 

7 90 
2 57 

60 

1 10 

32 43 

900 oa 

25 67 
1 00 

1 00 
499 96 

52 00 
68 96 

8 50: 
10 75 

7 50 

2 50 
4 80 
1 65 
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Library, Bureau, supplies 

Linscott, Arthur H., services . 

Liuscott, Percy W., services 

Littlefield, Clarence £., services 

McDonald, Joseph B., fuel and lumber 

Pollard, Emily F., services 

Pollard, & Paiker, repairing 

Poole, Eugene W., services 

Simonds, Nathaniel, services . 

Smith, Charles A. , & Son, stock 

Smith, Rufus, labor 

Thompson, Albert, expenses . 

Thompson, Leonard, stock 

Warren, M. R., stationery 

Woburn Coal Co., fuel 

Wobum Fire Dept., street watering 

Woburn Gas Lt. Co., gas, etc. 

Woburn Iron Foundry, castings 

Woburn Novelty Co., framing 

Wobum Post Office, box rent and postage 

Wobum Water Board, rates and labor 



19 32 

8 25 

30 75 

61 75 

343 69 

500 00 

. 50 

30 00 

21 00 

1 20 
4 55 

2 33 
16 08 

1 71 

12 38 

10 00 

263 22 

56 

8 50 

8 87 

37 87 



Unexpended balance 



$3,013 67 
241 99 



$3,255 66 



Trust fund invested as follows : — 

Wobum Water bonds, 6 % (original trust) 

Buffum Mortgage, 5 % 

Boston & Albany Railroad, 7% 

Old Colony Railroad, 7 % 

City of Fall River, 6% . 

City of Lynn, 6% . 



$6,000 OO 
25,000 00 
8,000 00 
8,000 00 
5,000 00 
1,000 00 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



Town of Wayland, 5 % . 

Town of Arlington, 6% 

Town of Woburn, 6% .... 
First National Bank of Woburn. 
W. A. & M. Association 


. 1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

900 09 

933 84 


$57,833 93 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE, 

Clerk. 
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EMPLOYES 



OF THE 



WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY, 



1886-1887. 



Librarian. 
William R. Cutter. 

Assistant Librarian, 
Emily F. Pollard. 

Jaiiitor, 
John W. Francis. 

liunners. 

Clarence E. Littlefield, Eugene W. Poole, 

Percy W. Linscott. ' 

JSubstitutes. 

Mary S. Pollard, Arthur H. Linscott, 

Homer B. Grant. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Hay den ^ John M, Harlow^ and 
Albert Thompson^ Committee on Library and Art of 
the Wbburn Public Library. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the eighth 
librarian's report of the library, closing with the fiscal year 
of the Woburn Public Library Corporation ending February 
28, 1887, being my fifth annual report. 

According to the by-laws of the Woburn Public Library, 
adopted by the Corporation during the year, the Librarian 
*' shall report to the Committee on Library a full and de- 
tailed account of the condition and needs of the library on 
the last day of each fiscal year, and at other times when re- 
quired." In accordance with these instructions, the follow- 
ing report is addressed to the members of that Committee. 

The attention of the Committee is called to the fact that 
it is now thirty years since the first regular annual report 
of the Woburn Public Library was presented to the Town. 
The original library was opened for use for the first time on 
August 20, 1856, with a total of 1,712 volumes. In March 
1857, a committee for the management of the library wa> 
first chosen, and their first report appeared ip the year 185^. 
The increase in the number of volumes since that time is 
shown in the subjoined table : 
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TOTAL VOLUMES IN LIBRARY BY YEARS. 



Year. 


Volumea. 


Year. 


Volumes. 


Year. 


Volames. 


1858 . 


. 1,977 


1868 . . 


3,507 


1878 . 


. 8,008 


1859 . 


. 2,260 


1869 . . 


3,669 


1879 . 


. 8,233 


1860 . 


. 2,568 


1870 . . 


3,884 


1880 . 


. 17,703 


1861 


. 2,961 


1871 . , 


, 4,341 


1881 . 


. ] 8,633 


1862 


. . 3,046 


1872 . 


. 4.811 


1882 . 


. 19,535 


1863 


. . 3,148 


1873 . 


. 5,309 


1883 . 


. 20,370 


1864 


. . 3,248 


1874 . 


. 5,778 


1884 . 


. 21,334 


1865 


. . 3,298 


1875 . 


. 6,429 


1885 . 


. 22,295 


1866 


. . 3,298 


1876 . 


. 7,096 


1886 . 


. 23,426 


1867 


. . 3,399 


1877 . 


. 7,668 


1887 . 


. 24,330 



The number of volumes given for the years 1863, 1864, 
and 1865, is an estimated number, owing to the want of a 
complete report for those years. 

The increase in the financial strength of the library, and 
the growth of its permanent funds, is shown by the follow- 
ing brief statement. 

The outfit of the original liljrary cost less than $2,000, in- 
cluding the sum of about $580 for running expenses, and 
about $425 expended for the fitting of a room. The Com- 
mittee of the Town who provided quarters and established 
the library on a ininning basis, expended the sum of $913.38 
for books. Their receipts for this purpose amounted, all 
told, to $925.45. Of this sum, Jonathan Bowers Winn gave 
$300 ; the Town, $300 ; and $250 more were received from an 
entertainment. The balance was made up of donations. The 
annual expenses of the library did not exceed $1,000 until 
1872. In 1871 its resources were materially increased by 
its first receipt from the dog license money, which the Town 
voted to give to the library. The names of the principal in- 
dividual benefactors of the library, with the amount of their 
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benefactions, together with the year in which their giflbs be- 
came available, are presented in the list below : 



Year. 


Name. 


Amount. 


1856. 


Jonathan Bowers Winn . 


$300 


1867. 


Bowen Buckman 


500 


1875. 


Jonathan Bowers Winn 


2,500 


1875. 


Timothy Winn 


3,000 


1876. 


Charles Bowers Winn 


. 227,107 



The above sums, with the exception of the first, were re- 
ceived in the form of bequests. 

The present building, for which the Town is indebted to 
the munificent gift of Charles Bowers Winn, was opened for 
use, without formal ceremony, on May 1, 1879. 

The statistics of the past year show no loss of interest in 
the library on the part of its patrons. The closing of the 
l)uilding for two weeks in the summer on account of neces- 
sary repairs lessened the amount of the delivery by about 
1,200, in comparison with the circulation of the previous 
j^ear, when no interruption occured. 

The work accomplished during the year is exhibited by 
the following statistics : — 



CIRCULATION. 

This department relates to the facts connected with the 
number of books loaned. The total number of volumes 
issued to patrons of the library during the year is 56,890. 
The largest number of volumes delivered in one day, viz., 
on Saturday, February 19, 1887, was 560; the smallest 
Dumber delivered in one day, viz., on Thursday, August 
26, 1886, was 31. The number of days the library was 
opened was 292, and the daily average delivery for the year 
was 194. 

The circulation of the year by classes is given in addition ; 
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and the list shows the branches of literature in which our 
patrons have been the most interested during the past twelve 
months. A general division by the seventeen classes into 
which the library is divided is as follows : — 

56,890 



The total number of books issued j 


• • . • 


Divided by classes, viz. : 


Fiction 


30,864 


Juveniles 


• • 






15,734 


Travels . 








1,800 


History . 








1,646 


Periodicals 








1,374 


Biography 


• 






1,159 


Useful Arts 








909 


Poetry and Dr 


ama . 






808 


Social Science 






618 


Tiiterature 






543 


Science 






468 


Religion 




1 


435 


Fine Arts 






324 


Foreio^n Tiano:uM<«:es 






102 


Philosophy 






63 


Dictionaries . 






30 


Public DocunK 


^nts . 
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56,890 

The circulation for the year divided among the several 
months has been as follows: March, 6,115; April, 5,106; 
May, 4,762; June, 4,285; July, 4,448; August, 3,199; 
September, 2,555; October, 4,555; November, 5,274; 
December, 4,824; January, 5,974: and Febniary, 5,793. 
Total, 5(),S90. 



ACCKSSIONS. 



The office of this department is to show the whole num- 
ber of books added to the library during the year ; to give 
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an account of the number and condition of the volumes in 
the library ; to show what number of books have been 
bound ; what pamphlets, manuscripts or other literary prop- 
erty the library may possess, and for which the li1;)rarian is 
accountable. These statistics may be expressed in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

The number of volumes added to the librarv durino: 

the past year has been . . . . 976 

Of this number there were acquired by purchase . 767 

By gift . . . . . . . 175 

By volumes of magazines bound .... 34 

The number of volumes in the library by actual 

count, including the additions of the past year, 

is ........ 24,330 

The number discarded, from being worn out and 

used up in the circulation, is . . . 69 

The number lost in the delivery is . . . 2 

The number of entries on the accession books 

to date is ...... . 24,386 

The number of pamphlets received during the 

year has been ...... 159 

The number previously reported was . . . 4,671 
The present total number is .... 4,830 

The number of books bound .... 382 

Of the above number were bound from paper 

cover ....... 80 

The condition of the volumes in the library is generally 
good. During the annual examination of the library in 
August, several volumes missing from their places could not 
be accounted for. Their number has since been reduced 
to 5. 

The manuscripts belonging to the library number over 
4,000, of which 3,400 are in one collection. 

The library also embraces in its literary property various 
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plans, views and maps. Proper care has been taken for 
their preservation from loss or injury. Two valuable and 
instructive maps of the United States have been hung where 
they can be seen. Two large sets of the Boston Daily 
Advertiser and the New York Herald, covering the years of 
the Civil War, and valued for those years alone by experts, 
in the one instance for more than $150, and in the other for 
$300, and upwards, should be bound. Other improvements 
in this department may suggest themselves to the Committee 
on future examination. 

During the year, special purchases of architectural and 
electrical books have been made to supply the demand for 
those works. 

REOISTRATION. 

The object of this department, is to show the number of 
individual book-borrowers, and the amount of work per- 
formed by the library force in the renewal of their library 
cards, and also the number of notices sent to borrowers of 
books overdue. The account for the year is as follows : 



Cards issued during the year 


3i) I 


Previously issued .... 


4,486 


Whole registration .... 


. 4.H77 


Number of cards renewed 


1,144 


Notices sent of books overdue 


95 



For the renewal of a lost library card a small charge is 
made. 



CASH RECEIPTS. 



The account of the cash receipts of the librarian explains 
itself. 
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Amount on hand, March 1, 1886 . 

From fines ..... 
catalogues .... 
cards .... 

sales of Woburn Town History 
payments for damagfed books 
sales of books and waste paper 
deposits by non-resident book-takers 



<( 



(( 



•« 



«( 



<( 



«( 



Paid to Town Treasurer 
On hand' 





. $21 14 


« 


. 125 90 




8 75 




5 80 




3 5X) 




84 




151 


ters . 


300 


• 


$170 44 


. f 


. 1135 00 


■ . 


35 44 



GIFTS. 



The list of gifts is appended to this report. 



$170 44 



NORTH WOBURN DELIVERY. 

Owing to a change in the horse-car arrangements, the de- 
livery of books to North Woburn, which had been carried 
on regularly since November, 1879, was, by direction of the 
officers of the Rumford Library, who had the entire charge 
of the matter, discontinued. 



CATALOGUE. 

All the time that could be spared from the regular routine 
work of the libmry has been expended during the year on 
the catalogue. As announced in our report of last year, the 
intention has been to prepare a supplementary catalogue to 
the general catalogue prepared and issued at the opening of 
the present building in 1879. This would result in a con- 
solidation of all the contents of the bulletins from 1880 to 
1885, and include all additions from the last named date to 
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the present time. It would also result in a card catalogue 
of the accessions to the library from 1879 to the present 
date. In our report of a year ago, we were able to state 
that considerable progress in the work had then been made. 
The author list mentioned in that report has since been com- 
pleted, and attention has since been directed to the prepara- 
tion of the subject and title lists. In this work we have 
been ably aided by the first assistant librarian, Miss Emily 
F. Pollard. In accordance with this intention, the annual 
bulletin expected for 1886 was omitted. At the present 
date, the subject list is about two-thirds completed, while the 
title list is begun. The number of volumes embraced is 
about 7,000, of the 24,000 now in the library. The scheme 
is intended to embrace about 17,000 cards, of which 12,000 
cards have been used already. 

THE LIBRARY AND SCHOOLS. 

The connection of the library with the public schools has 
continued under the same arrangement as that of the pre- 
vious year. The use of the encyclopoedias and dictionaries 
in the reading-room has been quite general on the part of the 
younger scholars, and perfect harmony has existed between 
the library force and the school authorities in the other in- 
stances where, on account of classes, they have come in con- 
tact. The plans for the benefit of the children would be 
more eflective, if some one of the teachers could be detailed 
in the vcading-room to answer questions and attend to 
the wants of these young scholars at the hour of the day 
when they come in largest numbers to copy the tasks set for 
them in their schools. The present force is too busy at that 
hour to attend to their needs properly. 

One thing more in the words of another, might be sug- 
gested to those having charge of the schools, while speaking 
of their connection with the library. 

"Children should be taught at school how to handle a 
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book. It is really astonishing to see how few persons (not 
necessarily children) among those who have not grown up 
among books know how to handle them. It is positive tor- 
ture to a man who loves books to see the way they are ordi- 
narily treated. Of course it is not necessary to mention the 
crimes of wetting the fingers to turn over the leaves, or turn- 
ing down pages to mark the place ; but those who ought to 
know better, will turn a book over on its face at the place 
where they have left off reading, or will turn over pages so 
carelessly that they give a crease to each which will never 
come out." 

EMPLOYES. 

The employes connected with the delivery department of 
the library, are the librarian, assistant librarian, and three 
youn^ men whose services are required as runners. There 
are three persons who act as regular substitutes. The jan- 
itor's duties also are connected with this department. The 
names of these persons are given at the beginning of this 
report. 

THE MORNING DELIVERY. 

We repeat the recommendation made in the Report of last 
year, viz., that the Committee authorize a morning delivery, 
in addition to the afternoon and evening delivery, to begin 
at nine oclock. From information received, the arrange- 
ment, if made general, would accommodate a large number 
of persons. 

THE ACTUAL COUNT. 

The total number of volumes in the library, by actual 
count, is 24,330. 

The number in each of the seventeen classes into which 
the library is divided is as follows : 
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Fiction 

Biography 

History 

Periodicals 

Travels 

Public Documents 

Religion 

Literature . 

Juveniles . 

Poetry and Drama 

Science 

Social Science 

Fine Arts 

Useful Arts 

Foreign Language 

Dictionaries 

Philosophy 

Total 



s 



4,178 

2,814 

2,483 

1,863 

1,848 

1,765 

1,428 

1,219 

1,188 

1,126 

1,084 

1 ,054 

678 

670 

390 

385 

• 157 



24,330 



The nuinl>ei' of actual entries on the accession books to 
date is 24,386. A difference of 100 was discovered 
between the past count and the number of actual entries. 
There is a difference between the number of volumes 
recorded on the accession books, and the number obtained 
by actual count on the shelves. This difference is due 
mainly to reduplication of entries in the past. 

The actual count and examination of the library has been 
greatly forwarded by the useful services of Assistant 
Clarence E. Littlelield. Under our direction, he has per- 
formed tasks which have shown that he possesses a special 
aptness for statistical work. The spirit of willingness and 
obedience displayed by all the young gentlemen employed 
in the library is worthy of commendation. 
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READING ROOM. 

A suggestion from some of our most constant patrons, 
that the list of periodicals on our reading room tables be 
increased, is worthy of the consideration and action of the 
Committee. The list of periodicals at present taken is as 
follows : 

Monthlies. 

Harper's Magazine, The Century, Atlantic Monthly and 
St. Nicholas (two copies each) ; Popular Science Monthly, 
iforth American Review, Contemporary Review, Blackwood's 
Idagazine, Magazine of American History, The London 
Lancet, American Naturalist, American Journal of Science, 
Library Journal, Unitarian Review, Catholic World, Journal 
of Education, Scribner's Magazine, and Art Amateur (one 
copy each). 

Weeklies, 

Harper's Bazar, Harper's Weekly (two copies each) ; 
LittelFs Living Age, The Nation, Scientific American, 
United States Patent Office Gazette, American Architect, 
Woman's Journal and Publi5»her\s Weekly (one copy each). 

Quarterlies. 

Edinburgh Review, Westminister Review, New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, and American Catholic 
Quarterly Review (one copy each). 

The library also buys other periodicals than those above 
named in the form of bound volumes, and places the same 
immediately on its shelves when received. 

NKEIXS. 

The By-Laws of the Corporation demand that the Libra- 
rian, in addition to a full and detailed account of the condi- 
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tion, shall report on the needs of the library. This is a 
delicate subject. It is obvious that owing to the magnificent 
gift of Charles Bowers Winn, the Woburn Public Library is 
a splendid institution. It could be wished, however, that it 
could receive a still greater patronage on the part of those 
for whom the beneficence of its principal donor was intended. 
The building and its treasures are for the *' use and im- 
provement " of every citizen of Woburn. The most liberal 
policy has been extended in the past by its managers towards 
its patrons. The restrictions imposed relate principally to 
conduct. A quiet demeanor is all that is required to secure 
admission. This requirement is imposed by all libraries for 
obvious reasons, and these privileges, we are happy to state, 
have l>een thus far very little abused. Some things evident 
to the Committee, or to critics, may escape the eye of the 
librarian. The energies of the library force being largely 
directed to the prosecution of what one has aptly called the 
" dreary practical side " of the work, attention to the '* higher 
wants" may be lessened. No one man is sufficient for every- 
thing. It is the duty of the Librarian, the Committee, and 
the public, to see that nothing connected with this great 
interest be allowed to suffer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM K. CUTTER, 

Librarian, 



LIST OF GIFTS, 1886-87. 



Amherst College 

Baker, Walter, & Co., Dorchester 
Barrett, Edwin S., Concord 
Boston, City Messenger 
Boston Public Library . 
Bostonian Society, Boston 
Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston . 

Also one newspaper. 
Brookline Public Library 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Library 
Butler, Georges New York City 
Carter, Clara S., . 
Champney, Mrs. £. W., Newspapers, 1834, 

1850-56. 
Chicago Public Library 
Cincinnati Pul)lic Library 
Clarke, Robert, & Co., Cincinnati 
Cleveland Public Library 
Cole, Mrs. Chase . 

Also Catalogue New Ipswich Academy, 
1825. 
Concord, N.H., Public Library 
Conn, Charles K., 

Also MS. documents. 
C/onverse, Judge Parker L., . 

Also original Woburn Post Office desk, 
and two frames containing the first 
postmaster's commission, 1797, and 



Vols. Painplt. 
1 

1 

1 

3 

2 
1 
4 

1 
1 
1 

3 5 



2 



2 



1 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1 



26 



PUBLIC LIBRARY REPORT. 



his report for 13 years, 1797-1810, 
and explanatory sketch from Wobum 
Journal. 
Corey, D. P., Esq., Maiden . 
Cragin, Charles H., M. D., Georgetown, D. C 
Crane, Capt. John P., State Drainage reports 
Day, Rev. J. W., Newport, R.I. . 
Dow, Herbert B., A. M., Andover, N.H. 
Ellis, Mrs. Alexander, Natural History speci- 
mens. 
Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 
Harlow, Dr. John M. (including ten volumes 

State Drainage Report) .... 
Hayden, Hon. Edward D., M. C. . 

See also United States note. 
Hobbs, George A., specimen book of Wobum 

Journal oflSce. 
Ingalls, James, Fiji Islands War Club. 
Kellen, W. v., Esq., Boston . . . . 

Also set of Civil Service Record. 
Kendall, Mrs. Jacob . . . . . 

Also specimen of coral. 
Knox, Hon. John Jay, New York City, U. S. 

Government publications 
Lancaster Public Library . . . . 
Lawrence Public Library . . . . 
Leeman, William, bell and shade for antique 

department. 
Lowell City Library 
Lowell Old Residents' Hist. Ass'n 
Lynn Public Library 
McDonnell Bros., Chicago 
Maiden Public Library . 
Manchester, N.H., City Library 
Massachusetts, Secretary of State 
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Massachusetts State Library .... 

Matthews, William H., wood from battlefield 
at Spottsylvania, Va. 

Melrose Public Library . 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Moran, James A., 

Naticky Morse Institute Library 

New Bedford Public Library . 

Newton Free Library 

Nichols, John C.y . 

Parker, Joseph Addison, lamp for antique de- 
partment. 

Peabody Institute, Dan vers .... 

Peabody Institute, Peabody .... 

Pillsbury, Parker, Concord, N.H. . 

Providence Public Library .... 

Redwood Library, Newport, R.L . 

Richardson, J. Gushing, Woburn Town reports 
(broadside) four ; also one plan. 

Simonds, Edward, Woburn Town report (broad- 
side) one; and miscellaneous MS. docu- 
ments relating to Woburn. 

Somerville Public Library 

Stevens, Maj. Charles W., Boston 

Swansea, Wales, Public Library 

Taunton Public Library 

Thompson, Aaron 

Thompson, Jonathan, old letter, copy of letter 
of acceptance of Rev. Joseph Chickering, 
1804. 

Thompson, Rev. Leander, collection of old 
proclamations. 

Thompson, Mary P., Durham, N.H. 

Tilton, Rev. George H., Rehoboth 

Toronto, Canada, Public Library 
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Tufts College .... 

Also The TufLonian. 
United States Bureau of Agriculture 
United States Bureau of Education 
United States Bureau of Engineers 
United States Bureau of Ethnology 
United States Bureau of Labor 
United States Bureau of Ordnance 
United States Census OflSce . 
United States Civil Service Commission 
United States Congress . 

and Congressional Record. 
United States Department of the Interior 
United States Department of State 
United States Department of the Treasury 
United States Fish Commission 
United States Patent OflBce 

and Official Gazette. 
United States Signal OflSce 
United States Smithsonian Institution 
United States War Department 

Note. — The library is indebted to the cour- 
tesy of Hon. Edward D. Hayden, M. 
C, for the receipt of seventeen vol- 
umes, and four pamphlets of the above 
list of U. S. documents. 
Unknown donor .... 
Vose, Prof. Geo. L., Inst. Tech., Boston 
Wakefield, Beebe l^own Library 
Walton, William Knight 
Watertown Public Library 
Whittemore, Mrs. Ahuira, lint machine of 1812 
Winchester Historical Society 
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Also two maps, viz : One of Woburn for 
the first State map of 1794, and one 
of Woburn for the second State map 
of 1832. 
Woburn, Selectmen's Office . . . .11 2 

Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania . 1 

Worcester Free Public Library ... 2 

Wyman, Mrs. Abel, Rosewater still for antique 

department 
Wyman, Dr. Morrill, Cambridge ... 2 
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ORGANIZATION FOR THE CUKRRNT YBAR. 

President JOHN CUMMING8. 

Vice-President EDWARD D. HAYDEN, 

Clerk JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Committee on the Library and Art, 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN. JOHN M. HARLOW. 

ALBERT THOMPSON. 

Committee on Finance. 

JOHNi CUMMINGS. EDWARD W. HUDSON. 

JAMES H. CONWAY. 

Committee on the Library Building and Grounds, 

LEONARD THOMPSON. JOHN Qr. MAGUIRE. 

OLIVER F. BRYANT. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



The corporatiou herewith presents to the town its third 
annual report, being the thirty-tirst annual report of the 
library. Annexed to this report is the detiiiled report of the 
financial condition of the corporation, and the annual report 
of the librarian. From the latter report it will be seen that 
the past year has been the most prosperous year for business 
that the library has ever known, and its circulation is the 
largest of any year since the occupation of the present 
building. 

Owing to this increase of business, the Trustees ask for the 
coming year a larger appropriation from the town than the 
last. The facts also given in the librarian's report regarding 
the circulation of the library for the period previous to its 
entrance of the present building, and the amount of circula- 
tion during the years it has occupied its present quarters, 
show, by contrast, to our citizens how great the advance in 
the usefulness and work of the library has been. 

The Trustees would make fitting acknowledgment of the 
gift of the valuable and extensive museum of curiosities, 
mostly geological and mineralogical, received during the year 
from their president, Hon. John Cummings. This has been 
arranged by an expert, and placed in cases, at considerable 
expense, in the octagonal room leading from the art gallery 
of the library. Examination will show that this is a very 
useful and instructive adjunct to the other valuable features 
of this institution. 
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During the year a large sum was expended for the renewal 
of the insurance on the library property, and the policies 
contracted cover the period of five years. The business was 
equally divided among three of our local agents, and placed 
at rates which the Trustees consider reasonable. 

The Trustees, believing the amount of patronage during the 
past year did not warrant the library being kept open on Sun- 
day, ordered it closed on that day of the week for the present. 

The Boston and Lowell Railroad corporation having 
taken for the location of its road-bed, in the extension of 
the Woburn branch, about twelve thousand two hundred 
square feet of the library land, the Trustees felt it incumbent 
on them, in the faithful discharge of their duty, to request 
the Selectmen to commence legal proceedings before the 
county commissioners to recover the value thereof. This 
matter, we now understand, is in the hands of counsel 
employed by the town. 

The efibrts of the librarian, assistant librainan, and other 
employees to meet every reasonable want of the public who 
patronize the library, have been fully recognized and appre- 
ciated bv the Trustees, and their services retained for the 
coming year. 

JOHN CUMAHNGS, President. 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN, Vice-President. 

LEONARD THOMPSON. 

JOHN M. HARLOW. 

EDW. W. HUDSON. 

JAMES H. CONWAY. 

OLIVER F. BRYANT. 

ALBERT THOMPSON. 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE, Olerk. 
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LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 

Trust Fund (original) .... 

Interest ....... 

Winn Bequest (balance to March 1, 1887) 
Interest on Buffum mortgage . 

** ** principal of do. at Shawmut Na 
tional Bank .... 

** do. from Woburn Five Cents Sav 
ings Bank .... 

** Town of Arlington bonds . 

** Boston and Albany R. R. bonds 

** City of Fall River bonds . 

** City of Lynn bonds . 

•* Old Colony R. R. bonds . 

** Town of Way land bonds . 

*• Town of Woburn bonds . 

W. A. & M. Association, interest on deposits 

Mrs. Chase Cole, rent of land . 

Rents from houses. Wade Place and Harrison 

Avenue ••.•••• 



(( 



a 



a 



«< 



a 



a 



a 



a 



$6,000 00 
360 00 

51,833 93 
496 54 

48 86 



EXPENDED. 

Allen, Mark, Woburn Advertiser 
Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing bulletin . 

Amount carried forward 



771 


45 


60 00 


560 00 


300 00 


60 00 


840 


00 


50 00 


60 00 


21 


78 


10 


00 


88 


24 


$61,560 80 


$1 


50 


220 


50 



$222 00 
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Amount brought forward 
Batch & Riickemann, legal services Buifum 

gage 

Buel, James & Son, stock and labor . 

Catholic Wbrldy periodical 

Clarke & Carruth, books . 

Cole, Chase, repairing fence 

Conn, Horace N., insurance 

Estes & Lauriat, book 

Fowlc, George E., labor and stock . 

Goddard, S. B., insurance 

Gorges Society, book 

Hardy & Mahony, periodical . 

Hobbs, Geo. A., Wobum Journal 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books 

Library Bureau, Boston, periodical . 

Littletield, George E., books . 

Local Directory Publishing Co., book 

McDonald, Jos. B., lumber 

Massachusetts Historical Society, lK)oks 

Miller, Wm. M. & Co., book labels . 

Nash, H. C, books .... 

N. E. Hist. Genealogical Soc, periodical 

Noyes, Henry D. & Co., periodicals . 

Parker, John L., book 

Porter, B. T. H., insurance 

Prince Society, lx)ok 

Roberts, J. G. & Co., binding . 

Skinner, John J., mason work . 

Slater & Leeman, labor and stock 

Smith, Charles A., periodicals . 

Spaulding, J. R. & Co., book . 

Stockbridge, J. C, book . 

Amount carried forward 



$220 00 



mort- 



2 00 


26 


30 


4 


00 


877 


98 


4 00 


400 00 


6 


00 


504 


87 


401 


60 


3 


50 


5 


00 


2 00 


30 00 


1 


00 


58 


55 




50 


2 


49 


8 


00 


10 00 


15 


00 


3 


00 


130 


80 


3 


50 


404 


80 


5 


00 


198 


60 


27 


80 


139 


91 


8 


76 


6 


00 


5 


00 


. 13,517 96 
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Amount brought forward 
Stroelin, Julius, repairing books and plans 
Thompson, Leonard, hardware . 
Thompson, Samuel F., plans . 
Whidden, Bradlee, hook .... 
Wobum Highway Department, concrete . 

Amount of orders .... 

Accrued interest on Fitchburg Railroad bonds 
Accrued interest on New York and New England 

Eailroad bonds ..... 
Premium on New York and New England Rail 

road bonds ..... 
Commission for purchase of same 
Income of $5,500 of original trust fund, trans 

ferred to maintenance account 
Balance itivested to new account 



$3,517 96 

25 45 

162 15 

100 00 

15 00 

81 50 

$3,902 06 

$201 75 

38 33 

1,200 00 
12 50 

330 00 
55,876 16 



$61,560 80 
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LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, March 1, 1887 . 

Balance in bank to credit of J. N. Dow, treas 

William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, etc. 

Appropriated and assessed in 1887 . 

County treasurer, dog tax 

Transfer from trust funds .... 



EXPENDED. 



Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing 
Boutwell, A. W. & Co., express 
Buckman & White, sundries 
Buss, Charles H., sundries 
Carter, J. R. & Co., fuel . 
Cutter, William R., services 
Cutter, William R., expenses 
Francis, John W., services 
Francis, John W., Sunday serv 
Grant, Homer B., services 
Hanson, J. Chester, services 
Hart & Co., expressing . 
Henchey, Matthew, labor . 
Hobbs, Geo. A., printing 

Amount carried forward 



ng 



ce 



$241 99 
03 

206 08 
1,500 00 
1,312 14 

330 00 



$3,590 24 


126 75 




50 


1 


88 




50 


17 


50 


1,000 00 


42 


49 


500 00 


25 


00 


26 


00 


19 


90 


14 


65 


2 


00 


1 


00 



$1,678 17 
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Amount brought forward 
HortOD, Sparrow, stationery . 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor . 
Johnson, Edward F., stamp, etc. 
Johnson, Frank P., services . 
Jones, G. F., manure 
Kellaway, W., reports . 
Library Bureau, Boston, supplies 
Linscott, Arthur H., services . 
Linscott, Percy W., services . 
Littlefield, Clarence E., services 
McDonald, Jos. B., fuel . 
McLaughlii), John, street watering 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Pollard, Mary S., services 
Poole, Eugene W., services . 
Regan, John, labor . 
Simonds, Nathaniel, services . 
Smith, Rufus, labor . 
Stroelin, Julius, labor 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries . 
Van Everen, P., library numbers 
Wobum Gas Light Co., gas . 
Wobum Gas Light Co., sundries 
Wobum Novelty Co., framing . 
Wobum Post Office, box rent, postage, etc. 
Wobum Printing Committee, reports 
Wobum Water Board, labor 
Woburn Water Board, water . 
Woodberry, William, stock 



Unex}>ended balance 





■ 


. $1,678 17 

2 70 

3 00 
7 12 

68 75 
14 00 
45 00 
20 20 
75 
12 00 
31 00 

431 07 
10 00 

600 00 
10 00 
10 50 
12 25 
20 00 

4 80 
(5 10 

12 60 

4 59 

290 00 

6 41 

4 75 


;e, etc 


r» 1 


4 25 
60 00 


• 




26 86 


. 1 




37 00 


. 4 




2 38 




$3,436 25 


• • 


» « 


153 99 



$3,590 24 
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TRUST FUND INVESTED AS FOLLOWS 

Wobum Water bond, 6% (original trust) 

Fitchburg Railroad, 4i% . 

N. Y. and N. E. Railroad, 6% . 

Boston and Albany Railroad, 7% 

Old Colony Railroad, 7%. 

City of Fall River, 6% , 

City of Lynn, 6% 

Town of Way land, 5% 

Town of Arlington, 6% . 

Town of Woburn, 6% 

Wobum Five Cents Savings Bank deposit 

First National Bank of Wobum, deposit 



Respectfully submitted, 



$6,000 00 

12,000 00 

10,000 00 

8,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

2,864 27 

11 89 

$55,876 16 



JOHN G. MAGUIRE, 

Clerk: 
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OP THE 



WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

1887-1868. 



LIBRARIAN. 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN. 

EMILY F. POLLARD. 

JANITOR. 

JOHN W. FRANCIS. 

RUNNERS. 

FRANK p. JOHNSON. HOMER B. GRANT. 

J. CHESTER HANSON. 

SUBSTITUTES. 

MARY S. POLLARD. ELSIE R. FRANCIS. 

ARTHUR H. LINSCOTT. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Hayden, John M. Harlow, and Albert 
Thompson, Committee on Library and Art of the Wohum Fuhlic 
Library: 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the ninth libra- 
rian's report of the library for the fiscal year ending Feb- 
ruary 29, 1888, being my sixth annual report. 

I have the honor to report a gratifying increase in the cir- 
culation of the library for the year, showing a continued and 
increasing interest on the part of the patrons of the institu- 
tion. In comparison with the circulation of the previous 
years since the library has been in its present building, the 
circulation for the past year has been the largest yet attained. 
The circulation for the year amounts to 63,575 volumes^ 
the next largest circulation being that for the year 1881- 
82, when it amounted to 60,283 volumes. The circulation 
of the past year is 6,685 greater than that of the year 
preceding, when the library was closed for two weeks in the 
summer, on account of repairs, and 5,429 greater than that 
of two years previously, when the building was open the 
year through. There is also an increase of over one hun- 
dred in the number of newly registered book borrowers 
over that of the previous year ; showing that an increased 
circulation is due, in a large measure, to an increased num- 
ber of applicants as book takers ; and this increase of appli- 
cants may be due to the increase of population in the town. 

There is also a considerable increase in the number of 
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cards renewed, and an increase in the amount received for 
fines, though a less number of notices has been sent of books 
overdue. A commendable habit of returning their books 
promptly, and thus avoiding the payment of fines, is appar- 
ently growing on our patrons, and this habit, which is of ad- 
vantage to themselves and to their pockets, is also advanta- 
geous to the librarians ; for much time is spent in account- 
ing for overdue books, which a habit of punctuality on the 
part of book takers would render unnecessary. 

The number of volumes added to the library is less than 
that of last year. The number added by purchase does not 
equal also that of two years ago, when the present Board of 
Trustees first assumed charge of the institution. Great care, 
however, has been used by all concerned in the selection of 
those acquired, and the selection made is believed to be 
eqlial in character, interest, and value to the selections of past 
years. It is also true of books published that the books of 
1887 did not quite come up in numbers with those of 1886, 
the most active year the publishing trade has ever known ; 
and this statement is given on the authority of the Pub- 
Ushers' Weekly^ which further adds : " That there should 
have been a slight falling ofi* after such an abnormally active 
season, is to be expected. The same reason may have in- 
fluenced the quality of the works issued, which were not 
generally works of great magnitude, but rather the ephem- 
eral literature of the day. No great genius appeared 
above the horizon, nor were any profound scholars and sci- 
entists brought to light. The eager demand for imaginative 
works, and the almost total absence of works of science and 
philosophy, characteristic of other years, were again made 
evident." 

The above fact has influenced, to a considerable extent, the 
number of new books purchased for the library during the 
past year. 

The statistics of the year are as follows : — 
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CIRCULATION, 1887—88. 

Total number of volumes issued .... 63,575 
Largest number delivered in one day, viz., on Sat- 
urday, February 18, 1888 .... 612 
Smallest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

June 29, 1887 40 

Number of days the library was open . . . 301 

Daily average delivery for the year . . . 211 



CIRCULATION BY CLASSES. 



Fiction 

Juveniles 

History 

Travels 

Periodicals 

Biography 

Useful Arts 

Poetry and Drama 

Social Science 

Literature . 

Religion 

Science 

Fine Arts . 

Foreign Languages 

Philosophy . 

Dictionaries 

Public Documents 



Total number of l)ooks issued 



34,491 

18,757 

1,799 

1,693 

1,200 

1,160 

901 

848 

603 

587 

477 

473 

300 

177 

64 

34 

11 



63,575 



The circulation for the year, divided among the several 
months, has been : March, 6,511 ; April, 5,583 ; May, 4,605 ; 
June, 4,269; July, 4,307; August, 4,298; September, 
4,172; October, 5,182; November, 5,449; December, 
6,072; January, 6,572; February, 6,555. Total, 63,575. 
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CIRCULATION. 

Yearly Issue for Nine Years Past. 

The numl>er of books issued yearly since the opening of 
the present building, on May 1, 187i), is shown in the fol- 



lowing list : — 






Year. 


ClroQlatluD. 


Year. Clreulation. 


1879-80 . . , 


, . 50,547 


1885-86 .... 58,146 


1880-81 . . , 


. . 57,776 


1886-87 .... •56,890 


1881-82 . . . 
1882-83 . . , 
1883-84 . . , 
1884-85 . . , 


. . fiO,283 
. . 59,175 
. . 57,958 
, . 59,523 


1887-88 .... 63,575 


Total circulation for 

the nine years . 523,873 



The total reported circulation from 1856-57 to 1878-79, 
the twenty-three years of previous existence of the library, 
before the occupation of the present building, is 346,647 
volumes, or 177,226 less than the number of volumes circu- 
lated during the last nine years in the present location of the 
library. The total number of volumes circulated from the 
founding of the library in 1856 to the present time has been 
870,520 volumes, divided thus : — 



In the old library, 185r)-57 to 1878-79, twenty- 
three years ...... 

In the present library, 1879-80 to 1887-88, nine 



346,647 



523,873 



Total circulation of volumes for thirty-two years 870,620 

The influence these volumes have exerted it is difficult to 
estimate ; but that they have been a source of entertainment 
and instruction to many inhal)itants of this large town is a 
certain fact. The benefit to be derived from the library by 
all, young and old, is boundless. From our point of ol>ser- 



Duriiij? 1886-87 the library' was closed two weeks for repairs. 
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vation, a more intelligent use of its resources is growing upon 
the people year by year. The connection of the library 
with the public schools has largely contributed to help on 
this end. The formation of reading clubs in the town, the 
courses of study prescribed by social clubs, composed largely 
of educated women, is helping on also the cause of better and 
more systematic reading and instruction from the works fur- 
nished by the public library. The publishing of catalogues, 
and the details furnished in manuscript catalogues, aid also 
to an appreciable extent. Improvements in the direction of 
so-called " bihliogniphical aids ■' are quickly recognized and 
appreciated by the reading public, whether general readers 
or special students. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The statistics under this heading are as follows : — 

Number of volumes added to the library during the past 

year 857 

Number acquired by purchase .... 647 

By gift 118 

By volumes of magazines bound .... 92 
Number of volumes in the library by actual count, 

including the additions of the past year . 25,187 
Number discarded, from being worn out and used 

up in the circulation . . . . . 113 

Numl>er lost in the deliverj'^ ..... 1 

The entries on the accession books are kept up to date, 
and correspond with the number of volumes in the library 
at the present time. 

PA3IPHLETS. 

Number of pamphlets received during the year . 173 

Number previously reported • . . . 4,830 

Present total number 5,003 
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BINDING. 

The number of books bound (sent from the library to a 
bindery) during the year has been 423. 

Of the a))ove number, were bound from paper covers 112. 

The library has been fortunate in securing the services of 
Mr. Julius Stroelin, a native of Stuttgart, Germany, and an 
expert repairer, who had gained his experience and educa- 
tion in all departments of that trade in the best binderies 
abroad, and who is now a resident of this town, in rejmir- 
ing, within the library itself, the greater part of the largest 
expensive and valuable illustrated books which the library 
possesses, and which books, from the ordinary wear and tear 
of the past nine years, had suflfered deterioration, particu- 
larly in their l)acks and in the loosening of many pages of 
illustrations, and which hitherto, owing to the impossibility 
of removing them from the library building, on account of 
their large cost and the danger of possible loss, had had 
nothing done to them in the waj' of thorough repairs. Mr. 
Stroelin performed his task in the best possible manner, and 
at comparatively little expense. He has also been engaged 
in the mounting and reducing to compact shape of a large 
number of bulky, torn, and unwieldy plans, acquired by 
purchase recently by the library, and with very satisfactory 
results also. 

CONDITION AND ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The condition of the volumes in the library is generally 
good. The wear and tear on the books in the classes of fic- 
tion and juveniles is immense, and the effect of this on them 
increases to their disadvantage year by year, the longer they 
stay on the shelves, or the older they become. The amount 
of repairing done on books in these two classes by the assist- 
ant libnirian increases for this reason, and the work also in- 
<;reases with the increase of the circulation, as shown in the 
experience of the past year. 
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During the ADniinl examination of the library in August, 
1887, four of the five hooks reported missing at the annual 
examination of the year before were found in the library, 
and replaced on the shelves. 

At the annual examination in August last, a number of 
volumes, as usual, were missing from their places, and could 
not be accounted for. Their number has since been reduced 
to eight : four volumes in juveniles, and four in fiction. 

The useful services of Assistant Frank P. Johnson in the 
annual examination are worthy of special commendation. 



NUMBER or VOLUMES IN THE LIBRARY BY CLASSES, AND 
THE ADDITIONS OF THE PAST YEAR BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes in each of the seventeen classes 
into which the library is divided is as follows 



Fiction 

Biography . 

History 

Periodicals . 

Travels 

Public Documents 

Religion 

Juveniles 

Literature 

Poetry and Drama 

Science 

Social Science 

Useful Arts . 

Fine Arts 

Dictionaries . 

Foreign Languages 

Philosophy . 



Total volumes in library 



4,380 

2,884 

2,562 

1,962 

1,883 

1,849 

1,454 

1,271 

1,254 

1,146 

1,103 

1,090 

697 

688 

402 

397 

165 

25,187 
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The additions of the past year by classes are as follows : 
Fiction, 202 ; periodicals, 99 ; public documents, 84 ; juve- 
niles, 83 ; history, 79 ; biography, 70 ; social science, 36 ; 
travels, 35 ; literature, 35 : useful arts, 27 ; religion, 26 ; 
poetry and drama, 20; science, 19; dictionaries, 17; fine 
arts, 10 ; philosophy, 8 ; foreign languages, 7. Total addi- 
tions of the past year, 857. 



REGISTRATION. 

The account for the year is as follows : 

Cards issued during the year 
Previously issued 
Whole registration 
Number of cards renewed . 
Notices sent of books overdue 



496 

4,877 

5,373 

1,322 

48 



CASH RECEIirrS. 

The account of cash receipts is as follows 

Amount on hand, March 1, 1887 . 
From lines ..... 
*' catalogues .... 
*' cards ..... 
sales of AVol)urn Town History 
payment for lost and damaged books 
sales of waste paper . 
depo^it8 by non-resident book takers 



cc 
{( 



Paid to Town Treasurer 
On hand 



$35 44 


130 94 


29 70 


9 33 


3 70 


I 35 


59 


3 00 


$214 05 


. $206 08 


7 97 



$214 05 
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GIFTS. 



The list of gifts is appended to this report. The princi- 
pal gift of the year is the Cummings collection of vaIual)Io 
geological, mineralogical, and natural-history specimens, 
the gift to the library of Hon. John Cummings, of Woburn, 
president of the Board of Trustees of the library. This 
gift, it is understood, is not yet completed in all the depart- 
ments which its generous donor intends to fill, and, there- 
fore, a complete description of it cannot be given at present. 

NORTH WOBURN DELIVERY. 

The delivery of books to the Eumford library at North 
Woburn, which had been temporarily discontinued, owing to 
a change in the method of transportation, was again com- 
menced on June 11 last, and has been in operation on 
Saturdays, as formerly. 

CATALOGUE. 

The work undertaken in the direction of preparing a card 
catalogue of the contents of all the bulletins issued by the 
library since 1879, and which has been mentioned in the two 
previous annual reports, has been completed in accordance 
with the scheme laid out. The result of this labor speedily 
made itself felt by the lessening of the amount of time 
required in finding the titles by this system, in comparison 
with that of looking through a number of bulletins, most of 
them arranged in several alphabets, to find a work by a given 
author or on a given subject. In this scheme, the authors are 
arranged in one alphabet ; the subjects in another ; and the 
titles, principally of fiction and juveniles, in a third. As the 
difficulty of reading manuscript, though plainly written on 
cards, is greater than that of reading print, it was thought 
best to divide the material into three separate alphabets, 
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each of one kind, rather than to consolidate the whole at 
once into a single alphabet on a purely dictionary plan. 

There has also been published during the year, from the 
data furnished by this partial card catalogue of the library, 
a bulletin of fifty pages containing 3,300 entries, including 
the accessions for two years and a half, from March 1, 1885, 
to September 1, 1887. 

In the work both on the card catalogue and the printing 
of the bulletin, acknowledgment is due the able and will- 
ing assistance of the assistant librarian, Miss Emily F. 
Pollard, who, in addition to her other many duties, has 
performed a large part of the writing and proof-reading 
necessary to the accomplishment of both, and in the prep- 
aration of certain manuscript lists while the bulletin was 
being prepared. 

The services of Master J. Chester Hanson, who proved 
himself a useful page to the librarian in the performance of 
certain work considered necessary to the completion of the 
bulletin, and who is now a regular member of the library 
force, are worthy of mention in this connection. 

THE LIBRARY AND SCHOOLS. 

The connection of the library with the public schools con- 
tinues under the same arrangement as that of last year. 

EMPLOYEES. 

There has been no increase in the number of employees of 
the library. Their names are given at the beginning of this 
report. 

PERIODICALS. 

There has been a slight increase in the number of periodi- 
cals in the reading-room during the past year. 
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VISITORS. 



The number of visitors to the building doc8 not decrease, 
and though no regular account is kept, it is believed there is 
a large increase. The number of strangers has been greater 
since the extension of the railroad by the building, many of 
whom, seeing the structure from the cars, express them- 
selves as having a desire for a closer inspection of it, both 
the exterior and int<5rior. It has bei'n the custom of the 
librarian and all connected with the library to receive such 
with the utmost courtesy, and especially when application 
is made, to conduct them through the interior parts of the 
building. It has always been the endeavor of those con- 
nected with the library to tender to our own townspeople 
and to our regular patrons every facility for examination or 
inspection, which circumstances permit or couitesj'^ and 
politeness demand. 

THE ANTIQUE DEPAKTMENT. 

Under the direction of the Committee on the Building and 
Grounds, a number of pictures have been removed from their 
position in one of the alcoves in the book department and 
hung on the walls of the room devoted to the antique 
department, which pictures, with the ones already there, 
make a much better showing, and more in accordance with 
their real character, than in their old position. The pic- 
tures are suspended from a strip of moulding, which is ex- 
tended around the sides of the room, and this gives greater 
uniformity in the manner of their hanging, and is an im- 
provement in the looks of the department. 

In this connection, it is not amiss to mention another im- 
provement made under the direction of the Committee on the 
Building and Grounds, namely, the concrete walk and hitch- 
ing posts on the sidewalk in front of the building ; iniprove- 
ment« which are certainly appreciated by those who use the 
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library in wet or muddy weather, or who come to the place 
in carriages. 

THE THOMPSON PLANS. 

This collection of surveyors' plans, acquired by purchase 
recently by the Trustees, has been armnged. Mr. Stroelin's 
work on some of them has been mentioned already in another 
place. The plans relate mostly to Woburn real estate, and 
were made generally by Messrs. Cyrus and Samuel F. 
Thompson, former land surveyors of Woburn. The bulk of 
the collection covers the years between the year 1845 and 
the year 1872, and. illustrates in an admirable manner the 
growth of the town after the opening of the Woburn branch 
railroad, in 1844. They are also valuable for the assistance 
they offer to conveyancers and others interested in the 
transfer of real estate. An index to the collection has been 
commenced. 

NEEDS. 

The immediate need of the institution, should the increase 
in the amount of business in the delivery department warrant 
it, will be the employment of an additional assistant. This 
may not be necessary for one or two years to come, but the 
necessity for it, when the circumstances occur, will then be 
apparent. It would be, I submit, to the advantage of the 
institution if more time could be spent by the librarian and 
the first assistant librarian on the delivery and on cataloguing 
work, and the repairing of books in the library itself oe 
placed in other hands. More time could then be given to 
the wants of those who call on them for assistance in the reg- 
ular business of the delivery. When the necessity arrives 
for an increase of the force, the additional assistant could be 
employed in the repairing and renumbering of books, — 
work which is now performed by the first assistant librarian ; 
and in spite of being performed with great celerity — owing 
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to experience and long practice — unavoidably consumes 
much time, and increases in quantity year by year. Much 
time also is consumed in the cutting of hundreds of leaves of 
books and periodicals, which might be performed by the 
additional assistant, in pai*t or the whole. 

CONCLUSION. 

Jfln presenting the facts given in the preceding report^'of 
the librarian for the year 1887-88, I have endeavored to 
comply with the instructions given in the by-laws of the 
library, which demand that the librarian shall report to the 
committee a full and detailed account of the condition and 
needs of the library on the last day of each fiscal year. I 
can also testify that I believe every one in the employ of the 
library has endeavored to serve the public in their several 
positions to the best of their ability. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Librarian. 
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LIST OP GIFTS, 1887-88. 



American Unitarian Association 

Amherst College 

Blaney, Miss Hannah C, numbers of Boston 

Daily Advertiser. 
Boston City Messenger 
Boston Public Library 
Bradlee, Rev. Caleb D., Boston 
Brookline Public Librarj' . 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Library . 
Brooks Library, Brattleboro, Vt. 
Butler, George, New York City 
Carter Family Association 
Chicago Public Library 
Children's Hospital, Boston 
Clement, William F. 
Cobden Club, England 
Concord, Mass., Public Library 
Concord, N. H., Public Library 
Coolidge Memorial Library and Grand Army 

Hall, Manchester-by-the-Sea, Mass. 
Cummings, Hon. John, museum of geological, 

mincralogical, and natural-history specimens 

in octagonal annex of building. 
Cummings, Mrs. John ..... 



Vol*. Pamph. 
1 

2 



3 

13 

1 

3 
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Vols. Pamph. 

Cutter, Ephraim, M. D., New York City . . 1 

Dodge, Isaac B., Amherst, N. H. . . . 13 

Also an ancient sign once used in Woburn, 
and a powder horn of ancient date ; also 
a collection of old coins, of United 
States and Massachusetts stamp of 
date previous to 1800. The pamphlets 
contributed by Mi*. Uodge contain one 
very scarce pamphlet on the Woburn 
Fox-flackson controversy of 1 740 ; and 
numbers of the Boftton Mayazhie^ The 
Tcnvn and Country Magazine^ and the 
Massachusetts Marjaziiie, 1789-1790; 
Massachusetts Registers, from 1805 and 

to 1826 

Gebhard, Arthur H., Elberfeld, Prussia . . 2 

Given, John T. ...... 1 

Green, Samuel A., M. D., Boston ... 1 2 

Hall, Maj. Henry C. ..... 1 

Harlow, John M., M. D. . . . . . 1 

Hayden, Hon. Edward I)., M. C, Charles 
Bowers Winn's discharge from active mili- 
tary service in the civil war. Charles B. 
Winn was the donor of the magnificent 
building and muniticent endowment of 
the Woburn Public Library, and this relic 
of him, given by Mr. Hayden, has l)een ap- 
propriately framed and hung in the library. 
For other gifts secured throu«rh the 
influence of the Hon. Mr. Hayden, see 
United States, note. 
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Hill, William G., Maiden . . . . 

Holden, Joshua B., Esq., Boston, frame and 
photograph of late residence of his father, 
George Holden, Esq., on Pleasant Street, 
Wohurn : removed when the present rail- 
road station was erected. 

Lancaster Public Library 

Lawrence Public Library 

Loring, F. A., Esq., Winchester . 

Lowell, Old Residents' Hist. Ass'n • 

Lynn Public Library 

Maimonides Library, New York City 

Maiden Public Library . 

Manchester, N. H., City Library . 

March, Rev. Daniel, D. D. 

Massachusetts Secretary of State 

Massachusetts State Board of Health 

Massachusetts Historical Society 

Maverick National Bank, Boston 

Melrose Public Library . 

Milligan, George, Wilmington, Mass., an an- 
cient pitchfork. 

Morong, Mrs. Mary L., Ashland, Mass. 

Morrill, Abram F 

Morse Institute Library, Natick, Mass. 

Nevins Memorial Library, Methuen, Mass 

New Bedford Public Library . 

NewbeiTy Library, Chicago, HI. 

Newton Free Library 

Omaha, Neb., Board of Trade . 

Peabody Institute, Danvers, Mass. 



Vols. Pamph. 

1 



1 

4 



1 
1 



1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
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Pearsons, Mrs. James B., an ancient churn. 

Providence, R. I., Public Library . 

Redwood Lii)rary and Athena?um, Newport, 

A V .X. ■ . . . . 

Richardson, Miss Mary A. 

St. Paul, Minn., Chamber of Commerce 

Sawyer Free Library, Gloucester, Mass. 

Simonds, Edward . 

Somerville Public Library 

Stevens, Major Charles W., Boston 

Sutherland, Daniel . 

Also a section of a cocoanut-tree and an 
Indian stone chisel . 
Taunton Public Library . 
Thompson, Aaron • 
Thompson, Jonathan 
Thompson, Rev. Leander, plan of site of 

original Baldwin apple-treo 
Thompson Memorial Association 
Toronto, Canada, Public Library . 
Tufts College ..... 

Also The Tufioniai}. 
United States Bureau of Education 
United States^ Bureau of Labor 
United States Bureau of Ordnance . 
United States Bureau of Statistics . 
United Stat<5s Coast and Geodetic Survey 
United States Congress .... 

And Congressional Record. 
United States Department of Agriculture 
United States Depaitmcnt of the Interior . 



VuIb. Pamph. 

2 

1 
1 
1 



1 

1 



1 
1 



2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
30 

12 
13 



12 
1 
1 



1 
2 

10 



8 
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Vols. Pamph. 

United States Department of State ... 5 15 
United States Department of the Treasury . 6 
United States Department of War . . . 1 1 

United States Interstate Commerce Commission, 1 
United States Patent Office .... 3 

And Official Gazette. 
United States Signal Office .... 12 36 

And package of Daily Bulletins, 
United States Smithsonian Institution . . 6 
Note. — The library is indebted to the cour- 
tesy of Hon. Edward D, Hay den, M.C., 
for the receipt of 47 volumes and 7 
pamphlets of the above list of United 
States documents, and also to his 
influence for the receipt of many more, 
with which his name does not appear. 
The library is also indebted to the Hon. 
George F. Hoar, M. C, for the re- 
ceipt of a number of volumes of sim- 
ilar documents. 
Walker, Hon. Joseph B., Concord, N. H. . 1 2 

The volume given by Mr. Walker contains 
a very rare collection of papers relat- 
ing to the Fox-Jackson controversy in 
Woburn in the early part of the last 
century, and with them ho has included 
a number of other scarce documents 
of unusual value to this town. 
Also a frame and photograph of the Rolfe 
and Rumford Asylum at Concord, 
N. H., formerly the residence of 
the Countess of Rumford. 
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Volf. Pamph. 

Waterman, Granville C, specimens of petrified 

wood and quartz rock from California. 
Watertown Public Library .... 1 

West Brookfield Public Library ... 1 

Whitman Public Library .... 2 

Winchester Historical Society ... 1 

Woburn Novelty Company, frame and veneer 

of wood of Boston old elm. 
Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, Pa. .... . 1 
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REPORT or THE TRUSTEES OF THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



The corporation herewith presents to the town its fourth 
annual report, being the thirty-second annual report of the 
library. Owing to the change from a town to a city fonn 
of government and the consequent call for an immediate 
report, this report covers a period of only nine months, in- 
stead of the usual twelve months. The annexed reports of 
the clerk and librarian show faithfully the present financial 
condition of the library and its affairs in relation to its pa- 
trons. The report of the librarian shows no diminution of 
interest in the circulation and use of its books and periodi- 
cals, but an increase over the corresponding period of the 
previous year, — in which year the circulation was the larg- 
est of any year the librsiry has had, — and this increase has 
continued, notwithstanding a loss of two weeks during the 
summer for vacation, a loss which did not occur in the pre- 
ceding year. This may be considered a gratifying exhibit 
of the manner in which the library is at present fulfilling the 
purpose for wliich it was originally founded, — that of loaning 
its books and distributing information and providing enter- 
tainment for the members of this community. 

It is moving hand in hand with the public schools in edu- 
cating the people. The poorest child in Woburn has free 
access to a larger collection of books than the average man 
of wealth would care or be willing to possess. The other 
treasures of the building, art gallery, and archives, are at the 
disposal and use of any citizen, and also exert their influ- 
ence. No facts connected with the appearance, religion, 
politicSy or social position of patrons, warrant their exclu- 
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sion ; its privileges are free to all, with a few requirements 
as to conduct. These statements are true ; they have been 
repeated a<?ain and again in the reports of similar libraries, 
and no especial originality is claimed for the manner of their 
presentation here; but their truth should not be lost sight 
of when the object and aim of the institution is considered. 

The Boston & Lowell Railroad Corporation have settled 
for the land taken from tluj library for the location of its 
road-bed, and the amount of the award is given in the report 
of the financial condition of the library ai)pcnded to thij? 
report. 

We have evcrv reason to believe that the extra labor de- 
volving upon tho librurian and his assistiints from the in- 
crease in the number of books taken during the year just 
ulosed, has been fheorfully and readily performed and every 
reasonable want of the reading public supplied. 

JOHN CUMMIXGS. President. 
EDWARD D. IIAYDEN, Vice-President. 
LEONARD THOMPSON. 
JOHN M. HARLOW. 
ED^^ ARD W. HUDSON. 
ALKERT THOMPSON. 
OLIVER F. BRYANT. 
.MATTHEW F. McDONNELL. 
JOHN G. MAGUIRE, Clerk. 
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LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



IIECEIPTS. 

Trust fund (origiiiiil) .... 

Interest ...... 

Winn I)cquo.st (balance to DocemI)er 1, 188«S) 
Interest on town of Arlinirton bonds 

Boston & AIi)anv R.R. bonds 

eitv of Fall River bonds 

city of Lynn bonds 

Old Colonv R.R. bonds 

town of Wavland bonds . 

town of Woburn bonds 

Fitchbur<r R.R. inrnds 

New York & New Enirland R.R 
bonds .... 

Interest from Woburn Five (^ents Saving's Kank 
Boston & Lowell R.R., land dainajre 
John Reagjju, rent of land 
Lucv M. Cole, rent of land 
Rents from houses, Wade place and Harrison 
avenue ....:., 



. $6,000 00 


180 00 


. 4f»,(iitf> 16 


30 00 


280 00 


180 00 


30 00 


5(?0 00 


^0 00 


210 00 


540 00 


300 00 


k r>7 28 


741 50 


35 00 


5 00 



DO 00 



EXPENDED. 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing bulletin 

Catholic World, periodical 

Clarke & Carruth, books . 

Estcs & Lauriat, books 

Fowle, George K., labor 

Hooper, Forrest, plumbing 

Hosmer, Marion T., book 



$58,984 94 


$88 20 


4 00 


666 85 


12 00 


5 50 


3 40 


3 75 
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Houghton, Mifflin &Co., books 
Library Bureau, Boston, periodical . 
Littleiield, George E., books . 
Massachusetts Historical Society, books 
Miller, William M. & Co., book labels 
Nash, Henry C, books . 
New England Roller-Grate Co., grate 
Noyes, Henry D. & Co., periodiciils 
Roberts, J. G. & Co., binding 
Thompson, A. E., book 
Thompson, Leonard, stock and labor 
Thompson, W. H. & Co., books 
Warren, M. R., index, &c. 
Weston, C. F. & Co., binding . 

Amount of orders 

Income of $5,500 of original trust fund, trans- 
ferred to maintenance account . 
Balance invested to new account 



$35 00 


1 00 


3 50 


5 50 


10 00 


10 00 


62 50 


116 95 


198 98 


2 75 


39 22 


18 50 


7 00 


35 85 


. $1,330 45 



330 00 
57,324 49 

$58,984 94 
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LIBBABY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, March 1, 1888 . 
Appropriated and assessed in 1888 
William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, &c. 
Wobum Gas Light Co., discount on bill 
Transfer from trust funds 



EXPENDED. 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., reports 

Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Co., rental 

Brigbam, S. T., glass 

Buckman & White, sundries 

Buel, Janies & Son, labor and stock 

Buss, Charles H., paper . 

Carter, J. R. & Co., coal 

Cutter, William R., services 

Cutter, William R., expenses . 

Ellis, J. M. & Co., street watering 

Francis, John W., services 

Frye, F. M., labor . 

Grant, Homer B., services 

Hanson, J. Chester, services 

Hart & Co., expressing . 

Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor on trees 

Johnson, Frank P., services 

Lamb, Cyrus, signs 

Library Bureau, Boston, supplies 

McDonald, Joseph B., fuel 

Pollard, Emily F., services 



safe 



$153 99 


2,000 00 


105 06 


5 20 


330 00 


$2,594 25 


$2 10 


96 00 


5 00 


1 00 


80 


3 40 


25 


454 87 


666 64 


32 26 


10 00 


333 36 


56 


24 75 


28 65 


8 25 


3 00 


60 00 


2 00 


9 03 


33 98 


400 00 
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Pollard, Mary S., services 
Smith, Rufiis, labor 
Stroelin, Julius, labor 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries . 
Trull, Eliott F., services 
Van Evcrcn, P. F., supplies 
Warren, M. R., stationery 
Woburn Gas Light Co., gas 
Woburn Gas Light Co., sundries 
Woburn Water Board, water 
Wright, Charles M., services . 

Amount of orders 
Unexpended balance . 



TRUST FUND INVESTED AS FOLLOWS 

Woburn Water bond, 6 per cent (original 

trust) ' . 
Fitchburg Railroad, 4A per cent 
N.Y. & N.E. Railroad, (5 per cent 
Boston & Albany Railroad, 7 per cent 
Old Colony Railroad, 7 per cent 
City of Fall River, 6 per cent 
City of Lynn, 6 per cent 
Town of Wayland, 5 per cent . 
Town of Arlington, 6 per cent 
Town of Woburn, 6 per cent 
Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit 
Woburn A. and M. Association 
First National Bank of Woburn, deposit . 



• 1 




15 00 


• fl 




5 05 


■ « 




2 75 


• • 




7 69 


• 




13 70 


• 




5 56 


• « 




15 00 


• • 




205 20 


• 1 




2 42 


• ■ 




40 00 


• 

• < 




2 40 


.$2,480 67 


• • 




113 58 



$2,594 25 



$6,000 00 

12,000 00 

10,000 00 

8,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

2,921 55 

700 00 

702 94 



$57,324 49 
Rcspoctfully submitted, 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE, 

Clerk. 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Hatden, John M. Harlow, and 
Albert Thompson, Committee on Library and Art of 
the Wobum Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the tenth li- 
brarian's report of the library for the nine months of the 
current year, ending November 30, 1888, being my seventh 
annual report. 

I have the honor to report again an increase in the circu- 
lation and use of the library on the part of its patrons during 
the past nine months of the current year over the corre- 
sponding period of the last year. The circulation of that 
year was the largest the library had ever attained, and this 
year.it bid fair to exceed that year by a large number had 
the report been continued to its close, and in spite of a 
closure of the building for two weeks during the summer 
and the drawback of a long series of stormy Saturdays dur- 
ing the fall, the delivery is still 1,500 ahead of the corre- 
sponding months of 1887, when no closure for two weeks 
occurred and the weather generally was more favorable. 

In the number of volumes added to the library by pur- 
chase there is an excess over the corresponding period of 
the previous year. The same care has been exercised in the 
selection of those thus acquired that has been used in the 
purchases of former years, and indeed it may be said that 
greater pains have been taken and greater deliberation used 
in the selection made than has been customary. 

The attention of the public is directed to the large number 
of United States government publications acquired during 
the current year. The list numbers to date 113 volumes 
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and 99 pamphlets, and is larger than the scarcely smaller 
list of the whole of last year, which was an unusual number 
for this library. In no year since the founding of the library 
has the institution been favored with so numerous and val- 
uable a collection of United Stutes government publications. 
These are not the traditional and much-ridiculed public doc- 
uments, fit only, in the common estimation, for waste paper, 
but the most of them are works of positive value, of hand- 
some typographical execution, and with many and beautiful 
illustrations in the highest style of the pictorial art. For 
this gift the citizens of Woburn are indebted principally to 
the courtesy and influence of their townsman, Hon. Edward 
D. Hayden, M.C., to whom also due credit is given in the 
list of gifts appended to this report. 

While the indications would show that the number of 
newly registered book-borrowers would not equal the un- 
usual increase of the previous year, still the number of ap- 
plicants is fully equal to, if not in excess of, that of the 
average year. We note also a slight increase in the nuniber 
of cards renewed. There is an increase in the amount re- 
ceived for fines, and the number of notices sent of books 
overdue is about as large as usual. The system of number- 
ing the streets adopted by the municipality a short time 
since is a great help in locating the residences of our pa- 
trons, and of assistance to the messengers in obtaining over- 
due books ; and in connection with this subject, a slight 
change is recommended in the form of the present certificate of 
application, that hereafter, when the occasion shall arrive for 
printing an additional number, this change may be made and 
the certificate conform more nearly to the improved condi- 
tions now existing. 

The statistics presented in this report are given in the 
usual form, only, instead of the customary twelve months, 
the report covers only nine months of the current year. 
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The statistics for the past nine months of the current year, 
1888, are as follows : — 



CIRCULATION. 

Total number of vohimes issued 

Largest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

Saturday, March 24, 1888 
Smallest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

June 18, 1888 (partial holiday) 
Number of days the library was open 
Daily average delivery for the nine months 



45,1121 



till 



16 
219 
210 



CURCULAT 



Fiction . 
Juveniles 
Travels . 
History . 
Periodicals 
Biography 
Useful arts 
Poetry and drama 
Literature 
Social science . 
Eeligion 
Fine arts 
Science . 
Foreign languages 
Philosophy • 
Dictionaries 
Public documents 



Total number of books issued . 



ION BY CLASSES 



25,414 

13,652 

1,160 

1,125 

869 

752 

656 

462 

456 

358 

318 

291 

256 

106 

31 

9 

6 

45,921 



The circulation for this period, divided among the several 
months, has been : March, 8,067 ; April, 6,254 ; May, 
5696; June, 4,592; July, 2,979; August, 3,732; Septem- 
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ber, 4,562; October, 4,807; November, 5,242. Total, 
45,921. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The statistics under this heading are as follows : — 
Number of volumes added to the library during 

the past nine months of the current year . 714 

Number acquired by purchase .... 454 

By gift ........ 195 

By volumes of magazines bound ... 65 

Number of volumes in the library, including the 

additions of the cuiTcnt year . . . 25,901 

Number discarded, from being worn out and used 

up in the circulation .... 101 

Number lost in the delivery .... 8 

PAMPHLETS. 

Number of pamphlets received during nine 

months of the current year . 181 

Number previously reported .... 5,003 



Present total number .... 5,184 

BINDING. 

Number of books bound (sent from the library 

to a bindery) during the nine months . 367 

Of the above number, were bound from paper 

covers ........ 63 

CONDITION AND ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The condition of the volumes in the library is good. The 
wear and tear on the books in the most popular classes is 
no greater than usual. The establishment of a local bindery 
in the town during the present year has provided very con- 
venient facilities for repairing some of the books, which 
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were formerly repaired in the library itself, and lessening 
the amount of this constantly increasing work. 

During the annual examination of the library, begun July 
2, 1888, and concluded before the vacation, six volumes were 
found missing ; and during the year one volume, which had 
been missing since the examination of 1885, was found on 
the shelves. Experience shows that some of the above 
volumes reported missing may yet be found and returned to 
their places, as well as some of those reported lost in the 
delivery. 



dumber of volumes in the library by classes, and the 
additions of the current year by glasses. 

The number of volumes in each of the seventeen classes 
into which the library is divided is as follows : — 

Fiction 4,514 



Biography 
History . 
Periodicals 
T'ablic documents 
Travels . 
Uleligion . 
^3uveniles 
Xjiterature 
Poetry and drama 
ftjocial science 
•Science . 
Use^ful arts 
^ine arts 
X)ictionaries 
foreign language's 
l^hilosophy 

Total volumes in library 



2,927 

2,611 

2,042 

2,002 

1,908 

1,459 

1,345 

1,291 

1,160 

1,123 

1,117 

711 

705 

420 

398 

168 

25,901 
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The additions of the current year by classes are as fol- 
lows : Public documents, 153 ; fiction, 134 ; periodicals, 
80 ; juveniles, 74 ; history, 49 ; biography, 43 ; literature, 
37 ; social science, 33 ; travels, 25 ; dictionaries, 18 ; fine 
arts, 17; science, 14; useful aits, 14; poetry and drama, 
14 ; religion, 5 ; philosophy, 3 : foreign languages, 1. Total 
additions of the cun'ent year, 714. 

REGISTRATION . 

The account for the current year is as follows : — 

Cards issued during the nine months of the cur- 
rent year which the report covers 

Previously issued .... 

Whole registration 

Numbev of cards renewed 

Notices sent of books overdue 



297 

5,373 

5,670 

1,045 

53 



INDEX TO REGISTER OF BOOK-TAKERS. 



In connection with the subject of registration it may here 
be stated that the facilities of this department have been im- 
proved by the preparation of an index to the register of 
book-takers, embracing about 5,700 names, and covering 
the period from April 23, 1879, when the registration was 
commenced, and continued to the present date. These 
names have been copied into a patent index, calculated to 
contain, when filled, 10,000 names. All names are indexed 
by the first two letters, and the volume can be opened in- 
stantly at any combination by the use of one hand. This 
indexing by the second letter division is sufiicient for our 
puipose. The work on this index was begun in September, 
1888, and is now completed, all the names to date having 
been inserted. 
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GASH RECEI1T8. 

The account of cash receipts is as follows, for the nine 
months ending December 1, 1888 : — 

Amount on hand March 1, 1888 
From fines .... 

catalogues 

cards .... 

sales of Woburn Town History' 

payment for lost and damaged books 

non-resident book-takers 



Paid to Town Treasurer . 
On hand December 1, 1888 



$7 97 


104 19 


12 05 


6 95 


1 25 


84 


4 50 


$137 75 


$105 06 


32 69 



$137 75 



GIFTS. 



The list of gifts is appended to this report. Some re- 
marks on the gift of an unusual number of United States 
government publications are made in the early part of this 
report. 

NORXn W^OBURN DELIVERY. 

The delivery of books on Saturdays to the Rumford Li- 
brary at North Woburn was again voluntarily discontinued 
by the authorities of that library, for want of sufficient pa- 
tronage. 

ANNUAL BULLETIN. 

A bulletin of the accessions to the library for the year 
ending September 1, 1888, forming a pamphlet of some 20 
pages and containing about 1200 entries, has been pub- 
lished in accordance with the custom that has prevailed, 
with a single exception, since the library was established in 
its present building. 
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THE LIBRARY AND SCHOOLS. 

The connection of the library with the public schools con- 
tinues under the same arrangement as formerly. 

EMPLOYEES. 

The increase in the circulation and the consequent increase 
of duties, has warranted the employment of an additional 
assistant on Saturday evenings. The names of the force are 
given at the beginning of this report. Several young men, 
members of the Woburn high school, applied for positions 
on the force, and voluntarily expressed their willingness to 
act as substitutes. All who have been able to qualify by a 
series of preliminary drills, have been accepted, and their 
services can now be obtained without additional expense 
to the library. There is thus available a corps of fairly 
well-trained assistants who are invaluable in cases of emer- 
gency or on occasions of sickness or unavoidable absence of 
members of the regular force, and who are ready at once to 
fill vacancies whenever such occur. 

PERIODICALS. 

There has been no particular increase in the number of 
periodicals in the reading room during the current year. 

VISITORS. 

There has been no perceptible decrease in the number of 
visitors to the building. The antique department has been 
an object of considerable interest, and several additions have 
been made to its curiosities, which are noted in the list of 
gifts appended to this report. 

THE THOMPSON FLANS. 

The collection of surveyors' plans bearing this name, and 
mentioned in^the former report, has been indexed. There 



LraRABIAN'S REPORT. 19 

are 981 titles or separate plans in the collection, not count- 
ing duplicates, and sundry miscellaneous account or field- 
books, together with a few drafts or representations of 
machinery, which, if added, would make the number more 
than a thousand. The wisdom of this purchtise on the part 
of the trustees has been demonstrated. Immediately on the 
publication of the former report calls were made for the use 
of them, and since the completi(m of the index much greater 
use was made of them than was at first expected. All who, 
from their business obligations, have found it necessary to 
examine and consult them, have expressed a high apprecia- 
tion of their value and of the assistance they rendered them, 
and of their pleasure that they were placed in a position 
where they were so readily available. 

NEEDS. 

The afiairs of the institution are at present running 
smoothly. No immediate need can be specified. But, if 
the cry were proper, we would call for more business, 
meaning a still increased number of book-takers. 

CONCLUSION. 

The by-laws of the library demand that the librarian shall 
report to the committee on lil)rary a full and detailed ac- 
count of the condition and needs of the library on the last 
day of each fiscal year, and at other times when required. 
In the present case the report required is at one of the 
"other times," owing to a change in the form of the muni- 
cipal government. It could not be expected that the report 
for the period of nine months could assume quite the pro- 
portions of one for the usual twelve months. The endeavor 
has been made to comply with all the requirements of the 
by-laws as to fulness and minuteness of detail ; and with the 



^ 
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remark that all the members of the library force are endeav- 
oring to serve the public conscientiously and faithfully in 
their several positions to the best of their ability, this report 
is closed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Librarian. 



LIST OF GIFTS. 



21 



LIST OF GIFTS, 1888. 



Ames Free Library, North EastoD 

Amherst College ...... 

Ayer, Frederick F., Lowell .... 

Blanchard, Marshall, pair of Norwegian wooden 
shoes. 

Boston City Messenger 

Boston Publio Library 

Bradlee, Rev. Caleb D., Boston 

Bridgeport, Conn., Public Library 

Brookline Public Library 

Brooklyn, N.Y., Library 

Barbank, Charles H.,, Lowell 

Butler, George, New York city 

Champney, Edwin G., Lexington 

Cleveland Public Library 

Concord, Mass., Public Library 

Cutter, Sarah H., Youth's Companion 

Faxon, Henry H., Quincy . 

Foster, Joseph, London, Eng. 

Given, John T. . 

Grand Kapids, Mich., Board of Trade 

Green, Samuel A., M.D., Boston 

One of the above volumes given by Dr, 
Green is the stock ledger of the Mid- 
dlesex Canal Company. He gave also 
a manuscript order of impressment for 
His Majesty's military service, having 
relation to Woburn, of date a.d. 1746. 

Harvard University Library 

Haverhill Public Library .... 



Vol*. 



Pamph. 

1 

1 

2 



1 
2 



3 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 



1 
1 



I 



11 
1 



L. 
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Hoar, Hon. George F., M.C. 

Hobbs, George A., early Woburn newspapers 

Hopedale Public Library .... 

Indianapolis, Ind., Public Library 

Kimball, Mrs. D. A., Stockbridge, lock of 
hair from grave of Lady Alice Fen wick, 
at Saybrook, Conn., taken in 1870, when 
the grave was reopened. Lady Fen- 
wick died in 1645. 

Lancaster Public Librarv 

Lawrence, Dr. Robert M., Lexington . 

Lawrence Public Library 

Leeson, J. R., Boston .... 

Lowell City Libmry .... 

Lowell, Old Residents' Historical Association 

Lynn Public Library .... 

Maimonides Library, Xew York city 

Maiden Public Library 

Manchester, N.H., City Library . 

Marlborough Public Library 

Marsh, Col. Lucius B., Boston 

Massachusetts Secretary of State . 

Massachusetts State Board of Health 

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children 

Melrose Public Library 

Moreland, David F. . . . . 

Morse Institute Library, Natick, Mass. 

Murray, Peter, a Confederate musket, loaned 

New Bedford Public Library 

Newton Free Library .... 

Parker, W. Thornton, M.D., Newport, R.I. 

Peabody Institute, Danvers, Mass. 

Poabody Institute, Peabody, Mass. 



Vo]f». Pamph. 

1 

2 

1 
1 



1 



1 
10 



1 

I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 

1 

1 
1 
I 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Pierce, Mrs. E. P., Salem Gazette for 1811 

Providence, R.I., Public Library . 

Redwood Library and Athenaeum, Newport 
R.I 

St. Paul, Minn., Public Library . 

San Francisco, Cal., Public Library 

Sherburne, Reuben B., Dorchester 

Somerville Public Library . 

Springfield City Library . ' 

Taunton Public Library. 

Thompson, Leonard, ancient powder-horn, 
inscribed ''W.D., His Horn, 1745," also 
"D.P. ; " a Billerica relic of the French 
war and Lexington battle, secured from 
Joshua Reed of Burlington. Also, by 
Mr. Thompson, the fac simile of a news- 
paper of 1723. 

Trott, James F., Niagara Falls, N.Y., a bill 
of exchange, a.d. 1805, Confederate cur- 
rency, and miscellaneous manuscript doc- 
uments. 

Tufts College, The Tuftonian. 

United States Bureau of Agriculture 

United States Bureau of Education 

United States Bureau of Engineers 

United States Bureau of La1)or 

United States Bureau of the Mint . 

United States Bureau of Navigation 

United States Bureau of Ordnance 

United States Coast and Geodetic Survey 

United States Congress 

And Congressional Hecord. 

United States Fish Commission 

United States Geological Survey . 



Vola. Pamph. 

1 

1 



1 
1 



6 
1 



1 



16 

19 
18 



4 
6 



40 
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United States Health Office, D.C. 

United States Interior Department 

United States Navy Department . 

United States Patent Office . . 
And Official Gazettn. 

United States Signal Office .... 
And package of sheets of Monthly 
Weather lieview, earlier issues. 

United States Smithsonian Institution . 

United States State Department 

United States Treasury Department 

N^ofe. — Again the lil)rary is indebted to 
the courtesy of Hon. Edward D. Hay- 
den, M.C., for the receipt of many of 
the above United States government 
publications ; and of the above list of 
113 volumes and 99 pamphlets, he con- 
tributed 52 of the former and 46 of the ■ 
latter under his name, many of them 
being works of great value, and to his 
influence the librarv is indel)ted for the 
recei})t, doubtless, of many more. 

Walker, Hon. Joseph B., Concord, N.H. 

Watertown Public Lilirary . 

Weeks, Stephen B., Chapel Hill, N.(\ 

West Brookfield Public Library . 

White, Guilford, Easton, Mass. . 

Whitman Public Library 

Woburn Selectmen's office 

Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pa. . 

Worcester Public Librarv 

Yale University Libmry 



VoU. 

3 

20 
2 



4 
1 
2 



St 



Pamph. 
1 



31 



8 
1 



1 
2 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
5 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Wobum : 

In accordance with the provisions of the charter of the 
Wobum Public Library, the Board of Trustees herewith 
present their annual report for the year 1889. 

It has been the aim of the Trustees, and those having 
charge of the library under them throughout the past year, 
to afford the public every opportunity to use all of its de- 
partments to the utmost advantage, and we are pleased to 
note, from time to time, the growing interest generally mani- 
fested by our citizens in this institution. Not only the 
library itself but the art gallery and reading-room are freely 
patronized by those desirous of availing themselves of the 
means of improvement therein offered. 

A public institution of this character is largely dependent 
for its success upon the support and encouragement it re- 
ceives from all classes of citizens. If it fails to awaken an 
interest in its purpose among any portion of the community, 
just so far it falls short of accomplishing the work laid out 
for it. 
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The Board of Trustees recognize that for the time being 
they are merely the agents of the citizens of Woburn in the 
management of the library, and, charged as they are with 
this trust, it is always a source of pleasure to them to know 
and feel they possess the good-will and confidence of their 
constituents in their efforts to discharge the duties pertaining 
to that trust faithfully and conscientiously. Possessed with 
the knowledge of this confidence, the Trustees are inspired 
to work with renewed vigor and zeal for the continued suc- 
cess of an institution designed to reach and benefit all 
classes, and which is alike a credit to our city and a monu- 
ment to the generous and liberal-minded gentleman who 
gave so freely of his wealth to enrich his fellow-citizens for 
all time to come. 

The attention of the Mayor and City Council is directed 
to the report of the Clerk and Librarian, herewith appended, 
for 'a detailed statement of the financial condition of the 
library, and its status in relation to its contents and patron- 
age- 

During the past year the circulation or drawing of books 

from the library has largely increased over that of the pre- 
ceding one, and we feel confident it is destined to increase 
year by-year, as our city increases its population. That the 
city will continue to increase in size with even more rapid 
strides in the future than it has in the past cannot, we think, 
be seriously questioned ; but whatever good fortune may l>e 
in store for our city in this direction, we feel certain the 
library will still remain a prominent feature in its intellectual 
life ; hence we ask that a liberal policy in the matter of ap- 
propriation for its support should continue to be the policy 
of the city towards the library. 

During the past year the exterior of the library building 
has been thoroughly examined, and repairs made where found 
necessary. The library is now lighted by electricity, which 
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we sincerely hope may be found a decided improvement over 
the old method of lighting by gas, by all having occasion to 
use the library and reading-room. 

JOHN CUMMINGS. 
EDWARD D. HAYDEN. 
LEONARD THOMPSON. 
JOHN M. HARLOW. 
EDWARD W. HUDSON. 
MATTHEW F. McDONNELL. 
OLIVER F. BRYANT. 
ALBERT THOMPSON, 
JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance of trust funds, Jan. 1, 1889 . 
Interest on city of Lynn bonds . 

town of Arlington bonds . 

N. Y. & N. E. R. R. bonds 

town of Woburn bonds 

Boston & Albany R. R. bonds . 

city of Fall River bonds 

Fitchburg R. R. bonds 

Old Colony R. R. bonds 

town of Wayland bonds 
Interest from Woburn Five Cents Savings 

John Johnson & Co. . 
Rent of land by John Reagan • 

Lucy M. Cole .... 
Rent of tenement by F. O'Brien 

James Kelleher .... 



Bank 



EXPENDED. 



Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing bulletin . 
Buel, James & Co., repairs 
Clarke, W. B. & Co., books 

Amount carried forward . 



157,324 49 


60 00 


60 00 


600 00 


420 00 


560 00 


300 00 


540 00 


560 00 


50 00 


132 90 


24 32 


70 00 


5 00 


61 25 


70 00 


$60,837 96 


$88 20 


21 27 


824 58 



■•s 



1934 05 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount brought forward . 

Coolidge, Baldwin, photographs 

Cumniings, William H., repairs on tenement 

Estes & Lauriat, books .... 

Parrell, John J., periodical 

Fletcher, T. W.,book .... 

Greenough, W. A. & Co., book 

Hardy & Mahoney, periodical . 

Haskell, Edward H., covering paper 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books ' . 
Xane, W. A., book . . . . 

Xittle, Brown & Co., books 
Xiittlefield, George E., books . 
^Manning, Jacob W., trees 
oVIassachusetts Historical Society, books 
!Melindy, J. D., labor .... 

IMiller, William M. & Co., book labels 
!Nash, Henry C, book .... 

!New England Historical Genealogical Society 
periodical ...... 

iJ'oyes, Henry D. & Co., periodicals . 

^Roberts, J. G. & Co., binding . 

Sears, George B., books .... 

Shaw, John W., books .... 

Skinner, John J., agent, mason work 

Sprague, George E., books 

Thompson, A. E., books .... 

Thompson, Leonard, stock 
Thompson, W. H. & Co., book 

^Valker, George H. & Co., book 

Weston, C. F. & Co., binding . 

"Woburn Advertiser, subscription 

"Woburn City Press, subscription 

AmourU carried forward . 



. 1934 05 


25 


60 


25 


62 


14 


50 


4 


00 


15 


00 


2 


00 


5 


00 


4 


80 


20 00 


2 


50 


39 


46 


15 


90 


21 


50 


6 


00 


38 


13 


10 


00 


5 


00 


3 


00 


125 


70 


97 


40 


6 


00 


1 


67 


55 


28 


10 


00 


6 


50 


31 


69 


3 


00 


15 


00 


173 


95 


2 


00 


2 


00 



$1,722 25 
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Amount brought forward .... $1,722 25 
Wobum Journal, subscription .... 2 00 

Wood, Charles A., books . . . . 11 25 



Amount of orders $1,735 50 

Income of $5,500 of trust fund, transferred to 

maintenance account ..... 330 00 
Balance invested to new account . • . 58,772 46 

$60,837 96 
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RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1889 
Api^priated and assessed by city of Woburn 
William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, etc* . 
City of Woburn, dog tax .... 
Transfer from tru^t funds .... 



EXPENDED. 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing 
Boutwell, A. W., stone and loam 
Buck, John C, deposit vault rent 
Buckman & White, sundries 
Buel, James & Co., labor and stock 
Buss, Charles H., stock . 
Callahan, T. Joseph, services . 
Carter, J. R. & Co., coal and wood 
Cutter, William R., services • 
Cutter, William R., expenses . 
Ellis, M., watering street 
Ferguson, George R., services • 
Francis, John W., services 
Frye, F. M., upholstering 
Getchell, Addison C, printing reports 

Amount carried forward • 



$113 58 


1,700 00 


135 69 


1,419 59 


330 00 



$3,698 86 



121 


25 


2 


00 


5 00 


1 


67 


U 46 


1 


85 


1 


80 


369 


18 


1,083 


29 


49 


57 


10 


00 


20 35 


541 


71 




75 


55 


00. 



$2,177 88 
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Amount brought foi^ward . 
Hanson, J. Chester, services 
Hart & Co., expressing . 
Horton, Sparrow, stationery 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor . 
Johnson, Frank P., services 
Kelleher, James, labor 
McDonald, J. B. & Co., lumber 
Murdock, J. Grafton, services . 
Parkhurst, S. F., manure 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Pollard, Mary S., services 
Reagan, John, labor 
Rosenquist, Charles R,, stamps 
Simonds, Nathaniel, labor 
Smith, C. E., repairs on tenement 
Smith, Rufus, labor . 
Sutherland, Daniel, labor . 
Thompson, Leonard, stock 
Tidd, Arthur W., services 
Trull, Eliott F., services . 
Van Everen, P. F., library numbers 
Warren, M. R., ink • 
Woburn City Press, printing . 
Woburn Gas Light Company, gas 
Woburn Lumber Company, lumber 
Woburn Water Board, water rates 
Wright, Charles M., services . 

Amount of orders 
Unexpended balance . 



At.\JBkX • 




. $2,177 88 






95 25 






13 05 






3 17 






7 40 






5 25 






4 00 






61 






8 70 






2 25 






650 00 






35 00 






8 24 






1 55 






2 50 






3 39 






7 50 






1 88 






18 21 






16 70 






36 15 






1 10 






65 






1 50 






310 82 






26 






40 00 






87 30 


. $3,540 31 






158 55 
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TRUST FUND, INVESTED AS FOLLOWS : 

Woburn water bonds, 6 per cent 

Fitchburg Railroad, 4^ per cent 

N. Y. & K. E. Kailroad, 6 per cent . 

Boston & Albany Kailroad, 7 per cent 

Old Colony Railroad, 7 per cent 

City of Fall River, 6 per cent . 

City of Lynn, 6 per cent . 

Town of Way land, 5 per cent . 

Town of Arlington, 6 per cent . 

^Voburn Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit 

John Johnson & Co., note 

^h'st National Bank of Woburn, deposit 



$7,000 00 

12,000 00 

10,000 00 

8,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

3,054 45 

700 00 

2,018 01 



$58,772 46 



Respectfully submitted. 



JOHN G. MAGUIRE, Clerk, 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Haiden, John M. Harlow, and 
Albert Thompson, CommitUe on Library and Art of the 
Wobum Public lAlrary: 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the eleventh 
Librarian's report of the library for the year ending Dec. 
31, 1889, including also the month of December, 1888; 
making a report covering the period of thirteen months, 
instead of the usual twelve months of the ordinary year. 
This difference in the length of time covered is one of the 
results due to the change from a town to a city form of 
government one year ago, when an immediate report was 
called for. The present report is the eighth annual report 
of my term of service as Librarian. 

It is gratifying to again report an increase in the amount 
of business done and in the circulation of books for home 
use. There is also a large use of books and periodicals in 
the library itself, of which no written account is kept, and 
this increases, rather than diminishes, from year to year. 
This has, it may be imagined, an influence on the general 
circulation of books, a comparison of the figures of different 
years showing a sure but steady increase in the amount of 
the circulation to the present time. Thus in a manner does 
the library exhibit its usefulness, keeping pace with the 
increase in population and resources of the city. 

The statistics for the past thirteen months are as fol- 
lows : — 
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CIRCULATION. 



Total number of volumes issued for home use . 

Largest number of the above delivered in one 
day, viz., on Saturday, March 9, 1889 

Smallest number delivered in one day, viz., on 
Wednesday, June 26, 1889, the High School 
graduation day ...... 

Number of days the library was open 

Daily average delivery for the thirteen months . 



67,750 



572 



70 
316 
215 



CIRCULATION BY GLASSES. 



For twelve 
monUui. 


For thirteen 
months. 


Fiction 38,797 


36,594 


Juveniles 




» 1 


18,358 


20,407 


Travels . 




» 1 


1,509 


1,637 


Periodicals 




< 


1,398 


1,514 


History . 




4 


1,875 


1,510 


Biography 






1,043 


1,129 


Useful arts 




> 1 


896 


978 


Poetry and drama , 




> < 


749 


828 


Literature 




4 


655 


718 


Social science 




1 


613 


676 


Natural science 






511 


544 


Religion . 




> « 


439 


488 


Fine arts 






435 


486 


Foreign languages 




1 1 


117 


121 


Mental philosophy « 


t 




65 


68 


Dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc. 


40 


41 


Public documents . 


• . 


. 


11 


11 



Total number of books 



ssued 



62,011 67,750 
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The circulation, divided among the several months, has 
been : December, 5,615 ; January, 6,103 ; February, 5,657 ; 
March, 6,705; April, 5,535; May, 4,797; June, 4,548; 
July, 3,206; August, 4,302; September, 4,302; October, 
5,148; November, 6,093; December, 5,739. Total, 
67,750. 

During the last week and a half in July and the first three 
days in August the library was closed for a vacation. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The number of volumes added to the library dur- 
ing the past thirteen months has been . 881 

Number acquired by purchase, exclusive of 

renewals 637 

By gift, exclusive of duplicates of works already 

in the library 184 

By volumes of magazines bound ... 60 

Number of volumes in the library, including the 

additions of the current thirteen months . 26,782 

Number of renewals of books discarded in this 

and former years 178 

Number discarded from being worn out and used 

up in the circulation ..... 142 

Number lost in the delivery of books for home 

use ...*••... 6 

Number of books bound, sent from the library to 

a bindery, during the thirteen months . • 585 

Number bound from paper covers of the above 

number 78 

Of the large number of books repaired in the library 
itself no especial account is kept. The number averages 
at least three hundred per week, out of an average weekly 
circulation of twelve hundred. 
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PAMPHLETS. 

The nuinljcr of pamphlets received during the 

past thirteen months is ... . 285 

Number previously reported . . . . 5,184 

Present total number .... 5,4GS< 

The number of pamphlets received during the current ye.ir 
has been unprecedentedly large, due to the gift of a large num- 
ber from two or three persons ; Mrs. Thomas J. Evans, of 
Woburn, gave seventy-one, and Mr. S. Henry Leathe, of St. 
Louis, gave twenty-five, formerly the property of his sister. 
Miss Ruth M. Leathe, recently deceased. All these, though 
old, are valuable, and find a fitting place in our collection. The 
question of the indiscriminate reception of pamphlets is 
one that is agitating many libraries. For want of space in 
which to store their constantly increasing collections, many 
are forced to discriminate against productions of little or no 
special valud to their particular libraries. Thus a historical 
library would decline a- medical pamphlet of no value to it, 
but of value to a medical library ; and the medical library, in 
its turn, would discard a historical pamphtet for which it had 
no use. Want of space is not yet the case in this library, 
nor has it as yet had any trouble in storing its pamphlets, 
but the rule of discrimination mentioned above should, we 
think, be exercised here, when the uselessness of gathering 
an indiscriminate collection of pamphlets of no local, and 
of little actual, value, and in many cases of no interest what- 
ever, is considered. 

The Hon. Edward D. Hayden also contributed eleven 
government pamphlets, and sixty or more volumes of United 
States government publications. 

The number of volumes bound is also much larger than 
usual. This is due to the advantage taken of the services of 
a binder residing in the city, who was able to perform some 
needful work which could not well be sent elsewhere. 
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condition and annual examination. 

The condition of tha volumes on the shelves is as good as 
usual. The annual examination of the library was begun 
June 4, 1889, and ended June 29 following. This was 
accomplii^hed with the assistance of J. C. Hanson, and was 
<lone in an exceedingly thorough manner ; no pains were 
spared to make it as complete as possible. Of the six vol- 
umes reported missing in 1888, two were found during the 
examination of 1889 ; two more, missing since 1885, were 
»lso found and returned to their places ; and one more, miss- 
ing for a considerable period, was also found and returned 
to its place. The number found missing in the examination 
of 1889 was four. These losses may be due to mistakes in 
charging, or to misplacement, or to the carelessness of j)er- 
8ons having the books and failing to return them. The four 
reported missing in the examination of the current year belong 
Xo the classes of fiction and juveniles, the market value of one 
l>eing $3, and that of the other three $2.67 ; total, $5.67, cost 
to the library. Tbe losses in the Qelivery itself are of a 
slightly different character, and are due generally to inability 
to find the parties. Losses of this character during the year 
liave been three out of six books. Three of the six we hope 
^et to obtain. One of the latter was the case of a lady who 
lost the fourth volu'ne of the tenth edition of Channing's 
^vorks, published in Boston, in 1849, given to the library by 
the Unitarian Parish library. This volume she lost from her 
carriage, and the loss was promptly and conscientiously 
reported. Being a volume not easily replaced, any one who 
lias found the volume, or has it in their possession, will con- 
fer a favor on the Librarian by returning it. 

THE ADDITIONS OF THE CURRENT YEAR, BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes added to the library during the 
jear, by classes, is as follows, arranged in order of number 
in each class : — 
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Fiction, • 179 ; public documents, 119 ; periodicals, 85 ; 
history, 84; juVeniles, 81; biography, 78; social science, 
46 ; travels, 45 ; religion, 35 ; useful arts, 27 ; natural science, 
21; fine arts, 21; literature, 20; dictionaries, etc., 18; 
poetry and drama, 17 ; foreign languages, 4 ; mental philos- 
ophy, 1. Total additions, 881. The average of fiction 
added is less than the corresponding period of the previous 
year. 



NUMBER or VOLUMES IN THE LIBRARY, BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes in each of the seventeen classes 
into which the library is divided is as follows : — 



Fiction . 
Biography 
History . 
Periodicals 
Public documents 
Travels . 
Religion . 
Juveniles 
Literature 
Poetry and drama 
Social science • 
Natural science 
Useful arts 
Fine arts . 
Dictionaries, encyclo 
Foreign languages 
Mental philosophy 



paedias, etc 



Total volumes in library 



4,693 

3,005 

2,695 

2,127 

2,121 

1,953 

1,494 

1,426 

1,311 

1,177 

1,169 

1,138 

738 

726 

438 

402 

169 

26,782 
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REGISTRATION. 

The account for the current year is as follows : 

Cards issued during the thirteen months which 

the report covers 
Previously issued 
Whole registration . 
Number of cards renewed . 
Notices sent of books overdue 



459 
5,670 
6,129 
1,680 

118 



CASH RECEIPTS. 

The account of cash receipts for the thirteen months end- 
ing Dec. 31, 1889, is as follows : — 

Amount on hand Dec. 1, 1888 . 
From fines .... 

catalogues . • 

cards .... 

non-resident book takers 

sales of Woburn Town History 

payment for damaged book 

sales of waste paper and old iron 



Paid to City Treasurer 
On hand Jan. 1, 1890 



GIFTS. 

The list of gifts Is appended to this report. 



$32 


69 


105 


58 


12 


55 


7 


30 


3 


00 


3 


75 




20 


3 


68 


$168 


75 


$135 


69 


33 


06 



$168 75 



ANNUAL BULLETIN. 



A bulletin of twenty pages, containing the accessions to 
the library for the year ending Sept. 1, 1889, has been pub- 
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lished. The entries numbered 1,113. This publication is 
the tenth tlint the library has issued since it was established 
in the present building. 

THE LIBRARY AND SCHOOLS. 

The connection of the library with the public schools is an 
important factor in the welfare of both. No change in the 
relations between them has occurred. Indebtedness should 
be expressed to the teachers and members of the High School 
for an increase of circulation in certain special classes of 
books used in connection with their school work. This is 
not only a benefit to the circulation of the library, but an 
advantage to the pupils as well. By this means their knowl- 
edge of standard literature is enlarged, and their acquaintance 
with the resources of the library increased. 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 

The electric lights placed in the building by action of the 
Trustees were used for the first time on the evening of Dec. 
9, 1889. Thus far they have proved a success, and are an 
improvement over lighting by gas. By means of this light 
the efficiency of the force operating the library is increased, 
and the public better accommodated. 

MINOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

A device for shelving volumes of newspapers and large 
books in one of the alcoves, designed by Mr. Francis, is 
worthy of mention. A manuscript list of the paintings in 
the art gallery has been prepared for the use of visitors. 
Several sets of the annual bulletins have been neatly bound 
and placed on the tables for the inspection of persons using 
the library. A set of remarkably fine photographs of the 
building, made by Mr. Baldwin Coolidge for the Paris Expo- 
sition, has been placed in an album donated by him, where 
they can be seen. A collection of pamphlets, mainly gov- 
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ernment publications and library reports, has been armnged 
and filed away in a bookcase given by Mr. S. Henry Leathe, 
which wan formerly the property of the old Woburn Young 
Men's Library. The list in manuscript of books "not on 
printed catalogue " has been kept for inspection on the tables. 
A few additions to the antique department have been made 
during the year, and are acknowledged in the list of gifts. 

In this connection it may be well to mention that the 
index to the collection of plans has been in frequent use, and 
that some of the plans have been considered to be of suffi- 
cient impoitance to be sent for by the County Court, or by 
parties having business in that court. The plans borrowed 
were 5»afely returned. 

THE CURRENT LITERATURE ADDED TO THE LIBRARY. 

The number of volumes added to the library is a little less 
than usual, though the number of renewals was larger than 
common, — a feature of some importance to the delivery. 
Twenty-seven volumes were imported, and no especially 
expensive works were purchased. The members of the 
Library Committee have given considerable attention to the 
examination and purchase of books for the library, and it 
has been the aim of the Librarian and Assistant Librarian to 
place such accessions before the public as speedily as possi- 
ble. Attention has also been directed to the more noteworthy 
acquisitions, or to books added to the library having more 
than an qrdinary public interest, by a series of occasional 
ailicles by the Assistant Librarian, published in one of the 
local newspapers. Another local newspaper has gratuitously 
undertaken to publish a list of the new books as received. 
These acts show the kindly interest of the local press in our 
institution, and help to extend a knowledge among the pub- 
lic of what books are being added to the number already 
acquired. 
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CATALOGUE. 

It is for the Trustees to detennine what further they need 
in th]8 direction. I would recommend a careful examination 
of what sources we have, before determining what course to 
])ursue in the future. The published catalogues, or finding- 
lists, as they may be termed, are ten in number, one general 
publication containing the titles of about 16,000 volumes, 
and nine bulletins containing the titles of al>out 10,000 
more, if not a still larger number, not mentioning the num- 
ber of volumes acquired since Sept. 1, which belong to a 
future publication. If the whole are brought into one gen- 
eral publication, the number of volumes to appear will be 
something over 27,000. This might be accomplished the 
least expensively in a publication of the single-liner variety, 
or something after the form of our original class-lists, but 
more fully supplied with indexes, particularly of authors' 
names and of subjects more minutely divided. The period 
now covered by our past publications in this building is t^n 
years, and there is a manuscript catalogue on cards of the 
additions to the library since 1880. The titles of the 16,000 
volumes added previously to that date will need to be re- 
written before they can be used in a new publication. It 
will then be time to incorporate them in a new card catalogue 
of everything the library contains. 

One thing further might be suggested. The majority o 
our readers being interested in the newer books, and a small 
number apparently in the older books, a smaller publication, 
embracing only the bulletins, might be prepared on the same 
plan I have already suggested, and the class-lists of 1879 
continue to be used as before, there being still a large num- 
ber on hand. This would lessen the expense of the approach- 
ing publication very much indeed. 

The necessity of a complete card catalogue of the mostr 
approved kind should not be lost sight of, in addition 
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whatever publications may be attempted. The preparation 
of a catalogue of that kind of the most elaborate sort is gen- 
erally left to the execution of experts, fitted by specinl expe- 
rience for the work. Its cost is no small obstacle to its 
performance. This question must also be left to the deter- 
mination of the Trustees. 

NEEDS. 

Happily they are few. We have been allowed to have all 
the assistants we need. We have the electric light. We 
-would venture to suggest, perhaps, an increase in the num- 
ber of books on music. This is a subject of interest to every- 
lK)dy, and some libraries are interesting themselves very 
generally in procuring a larger number of works on the sub- 
ject. Indeed, a plan has been broached, and a society organ- 
ized to caiTy it into effect, to furnish music in sheets, or 
musical selections, for circulation over the counters of libra- 
ries, as books are circulated. We have not attempted this, 
but think that the addition of more books to the collection 
we already have would be a good thing. Experts in music 
have said that our collection contains some excellent works. 
A number of these are old, and all show signs of having 
been well read. Of general and miscellaneous works on 
music there are now on the shelves some thirty-five volumes, 
not counting in our enumeration works on the lives of musi- 
cians, or works having reference to hymns and songs with- 
~out music. There is one dictionary of music in four volumes, 
a standard -work. On the theory and instruction there are 
seven volumes ; on musical instruments, four ; and works 
that may be called collections, three ; not including fourteen 
volumes of church music, chiefly valuable as curiosities. 
Experts, we understand, are willing to kindly volunteer any 
aid necessary in the extension of this list for the improve- 
ment of the collection we already have, and I am certain their 
aid will be gladly accepted. 
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There is another suggestion which should come more 
appropriately, perhaps, from the Committee on Library and 
Art than from the Librarian. I refer to the matter of a por- 
trait of the late Timothy Winn. At death he was a bene- 
factor of the library to the amount of $3,000. While 
portraits of all other principal benefactors of the library are 
hung on the walls, his has not yet been placed there. Steps ^ 
should be taken at once, I think, to secure an appropriate 
picture of one who had the interests of the public so much at 
heart as to give this considerable sum to the library of his 
nitive town, which his brother and nephew so gran lly 
endowed. 

The future may bring other noble gifts to this institution, 
but let us not forget to honor the memory of those who have 
done so much for us in the past. 

EXHIBIT AT PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1889. 

By invitation of the United States government this library 
was represented at the Paris Exposition by an exhibit of a 
series of photographs of the exterior and interior of our 
building. Mr. Baldwin Coolidge, of this place, wasemploycd 
by the Trustees to perform the work of making these pictures, 
and his success was a credit to himself and to the institution. 
The pictures were about thirty in number. From an official 
list of awards, Mr. Coolidge and the library are awarded 
silver medals. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM R CUTTER, 

Librarian. 
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LIST OF GIFTS, 1888-89. 



Vol*. 



Abbott, Samuel W., M. D., Boston 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Amherst College . 
Atlanta University 
Ayer, J. C. & Co., Lowell . 
Bodleian Library, Oxford, Eng. 
lioston Public Library . 
Uradlee, Rev. Caleb D., Boston 
IBronson Library, Waterbury, Conn. 
I$rooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sutler, George, New York City . 
<[;jentral Vermont Railroad Company 
<Jhicjigo Public Library 
<^hildren's Hospital, Boston 
<];iarke, George K., Boston 
<Jleveland Public Library 
^Joncord Public Library 
<^onn, Charles K., ensign 

1764 to John Geary. 
Ooolidge, Baldwin . . . . . 

Also photographs of Woburn Public Library 
Building and the Rumford Birthplace. 

Cooper, Eli, one newspaper. 

Dedham Public Library 

Evans, Mrs. Thomas J. 

Ewing, Gen. Thomas, Marietta, O 

Fall River Public Library 

Francis, John W. 

Gilcreast, John 



1 
1 



commission of 



ram ph. 

8 
1 
2 
1 



3 
5 
2 
4 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
71 
1 
2 
1 



1 
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Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 

Hartford Theological Seminary 

Hopedale Public Library 

Howe, Mrs. Julia Ward, Boston 

Johnson, Hon. Edward F., Mayor 

Lancaster Public Library 

Ijawrence Public Library 

Leathe, S. Henry, St. Louis 

Also bookcase, formerly used by the Woburn 
Young Men's Library. 

Leue, Adolph, Cincinnati 

Lowell City Library . . . • 

Lynn Public Library » . . . 

McClellan, Lieut.-Col. Carswell, St. Paul 

Maimonides Library, New York City 

Maiden Public Library .... 

Manchester City Library 

Marble, Arthur D., Lawrence, ancient copy 
of will of John Wright, of Wobura, of 
date 1684. 

Marlborough Public Library .... 

Massachusetts Secretary of State . 

Massachusetts State Board of Health 

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children .... 

Melrose Public Library .... 

Milligan, George M., Wilmington, three news- 
papers, two published at Port Hudson 
during the American Civil War. 

Milwaukee Public Library . 

Monks, Richard J., Boston . 

Morse Institute Library, Natick 

Munroe, Cyrus 

New Bedford Public Library . 



Vota. 

2 



8 
1 
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12 
3 
1 
7 
2 
1 
1 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
2 



1 
2 



1 
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Newberry Library, Chicago • . . . 
Newburyport Public Library . . . . 

Newhall, Alfred A 

Newton Free Library 

Old Residents' Historical Association, Lowell, 
Peabody Institute Library, Danvers 
Peabody Institute Library, Peabody 

Persons, Capt. Alonzo W 

These volumes have an especial reference 
to the South during the period of the 
Civil War. Capt. Persons also contrib- 
uted a parcel of printed military or- 
ders in use during the war in the 
United States Southern Military De- 
partment, and also many manuscript 
papers having reference to Confederate 
military organizations in the early part 
of the war. He also presented a cane 
from a Confederate War 
office. 
Poole, Dr. William F., Chicago 
Pope, F. L., Elizabeth, N. J. 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Providence Public Library . 
Redwood Library, Newport . 
St. Louis Public Library 
Salem Public Library . 
San Francisco Public Library 
Somerville Public Library 
Springfield City Library 
Stewart, Hon. William M., U. S. Senate 
Sutherland, Daniel, minerals, a spindle and 

early car sash for Antique Department. 
Sylvester, W. A., Boston . . . . 



Volfl. Pamph. 



governors 



1 
9 
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Taunton Public Library ... 

Thompson, Leonard, The Independent. 

Also a shoe bench for Antique Department 
Thompson, Mrs. Leonard 
Toronto Public Library 
Tufts College, The Tti/lonian, and 
United States Agricultural Department 
United States Bureau of Education 
United States Bureau of Ethnology 
United States Bureau of Labor 
United States Bureau of Ordnance 
United States Bureau of Pensions . 
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey 
United States Congress, The Congressional 

Record, and .... 
United States Fish Commission 
United States Interstate Commission 
United States Patent* OflSco Official Gazette 

and ...... 

United States Smithsonian Institution 
United States State Department . 
United States Treasury Department 
United States War Department 

Note. — Of the above number of United 
States government publications, the 
library is indebted to the Hon. Edward 
D. Hayden for at least 60 volumes and 
11 pamphlets. 



Vols. Pumph. 

1 



1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

60 
6 
1 



38 
7 
2 



1 
I 
2 

10 
7 
1 



1 
14 

10 



1 

20 

3 

7 



Walker, BenjamiD, Lowell . 

Walker, Joseph B., Esq., Concord, N. H. 

Wasbingtouian Home, Boston 

Watertown Public Library . 

West Brookfield Public Library . 



1 

1 



1 
1 
1 
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Vols. Pamph. 

2 
1 
1 



Whitman Public Library 
Winchester Town Li})rary 
Winn, Henry, Esq., Boston . 
Winn, William .... 

Also an auctioneer's gavel, formerly used 
by Col. John Wade, of Woburn, and 
others. The volumes given by Mr. 
Winn were large folios, formerly the 
property of the Winn family or their 
ancestors. 
AVoburn Common Council .... 4 
AVoman's Medical College of Pennsylvania . 1 

AVorcester Public Library .... 1 

Wyman, Dr. Morrill, Cambridge ... 1 
Yale University ...... 2 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of the City of Wohum: 

The board of trustees of the Wobum Public Library here- 
with present their annual report for the year 1890, in accoixl- 
ance with the provisions of the charter of their institution, 
which provides for such a report, this being their sixth annual 
report, and the thirty-fourth since the founding of the library. 

Attention is called to the report of the clerk for a detailed 
account of the receipts and expenditures of the year, and of 
the investment of the funds. The finances of the library are 
in good condition, and no losses have occurred in the amount 
of their resource^*, from depreciation or otherwise. 

Attention also is directed to the report of the lilirarian for a 
detailed statement of the condition and use of the libi-ary dur- 
ing the yeair. We are fortunate in possessing a building 
which is an attraction to strangers as well as to our own peo- 
ple, as well as a valuable collection of books and other treas- 
ures of art and literature. We are gniteful for the apprecia- 
tion \n which the library is held by everyone, and especially 
hy good judges of an institution of this character, whose good 
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wishes and advice render our efforts to benefit the people, as 
the representatives of the public, still more effectual. The 
year has been fruitful in the addition to our collection, of some 
remarkable books, of which the librarian gives a list in his re- 
port. Some of them are gifts, for which the trustees would 
publicly express their gratitude. Attention is also called to 
the librarian's remarks on the subject of *< University Exten- 
sion" as a means of extending the usefulness of the library. 
The trustees have taken some action in this direction, with a 
view of preparing themselves for the introduction of this new 
adjunct to library work when the occasion shall arise. 

The efforts of the librarian to increase our musical. collection 
meet with the approval of the trustees, in the conservative and 
careful manner with which these additions are brought to the 
attention of the public. 

We recognize also the fact that the trustees are but the ser- 
vants of the people in the management of the great trust com- 
mitted to their charge, and we commend the diligence of the 
librarian and his assistants, in their endeavor to subserve our 
wishes and those of the public. 

Per order, 

JOHN CUBIBilNGS. 
E. D. HAYDEN. 
LEONARD THOMPSON. 
J. M. HARLOW. 
O. F. BRYANT. 
J. W. JOHNSON. 
ALBERT THOMPSON. 
M. F. MCDONNELL. 
J. G. MAGUIRE. 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



RECErPTS. 






Balance of trust funds, Jan. 1, 1890, 


>58,772 46 


Interest on City of Lynn bonds . 


60 


00 


City of Wobum bonds 


420 


00 


Town of Arlington bonds 


60 


00 


N. Y. ifc N. E. R. R. bonds 


. 600 


00 


Boston & Albany R. R. bonds 


. 560 


00 


City of Fall River bonds 


300 


00 


Old Colony R. R. bonds 


. 560 


00 


Fitchburg R. R. bonds 


. 540 


00 


Town of Way land bonds 


50 


00 


Interest from Wobum Five Cents Sav- 






ings Bank . . . . 


123 


38 


John Johnson & Co., . 


21 


00 


ftent of land by Lucy M. Cole 


5 


00 


Itent of tenement by Frank O'Brien 


84 


00 


James Kelleher 


84 


00 


t^rom Robert Chalmers 


17 


34 


• 




$62,257 18 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



EXPENDED. 



The account covers the expenses of thirteen months. 



Andrews, Cutler & Co., bulletin 
Andrews, Cutler & Co., printin«: 
Andrews, Cutler & Co., The News 
Balch Brothers, books 
Brigham, S. T., painting 
Clark, John P., books 
Clarke, W. B., & Co., books 
Comer, James, labor 
Conn, Horace N., insurance 
Cummings, William F., plating faucets 
Cummings, William H., labor and stock 
Cutter, William R., book 
Davis, John B., labor 
Downs, Mark, book 
Dows, Azro M., book 
Dunbar, E. F., books 
Ellis, J. M., & Co., labor . 
Fords, Howard & Hulbeit, books 
Hardy & Mahony, periodical 
Haskell, Edward H., covering paper 
Hoilon, Sparrow, periodicals 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books 
Howard, E., Watch & Clock Co., clean- 
ing clock 
Hunt, David A., labor and stock 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor 
Lewis, J. W., & Co., book 
Littlefield, Geo. E., books 



$121 80 
50 00 

2 00 
50 00 
24 28 
22 50 

1,092 74 

1 50 

90 00 

3 50 
72 45 

1 25 
5 00 

2 75 

4 50 
12 00 
11 75 

4 00 

5 00 
9 00 

142 62 
45 00 

5 50 

3 17 
28 10 

3 00 
9 85 



AmouiU canned forward 



$1,823 26 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount brought forward 
Long Island Historical Society, book . 
Manual Publishing Co., book 
Massachusetts Historical Society, book 
Miller, William M., & Co., book labels 
New England Historic Genealogical So- 
ciety, periodical . . . . 
New England Wiring & Construction 

Co., by contract, etc. 
Noyes, Henry D., & Co., periodicals 
Our Sace Pub. Co., book 
Patten, S. H., & Co., labor 
Perham, L. W., labor and stock 
Post, Frank J., books 
Prince Society, books . . . 

Prior, E., show case 
Roberts, J. G., & Co., binding 
Thompson, Lieonard, sundries 
Weston, C. F., & Co., binding . 
Wobum City Press, subscription 
Woburn Electric Lighting Co., light- 
ning arrester 
Wobum Journal, subscription 
Woburn Lumber Co., lumber 
Income of $5,500 of trust fund, trans- 
ferred to maintenance account 
Balance invested to new account 



. $1,823 26 



3 

7 

3 

17 



20 
75 
00 
50 



3 00 



. 515 


00 


6 


50 




50 


1 


50 


51 


29 


20 80 


15 


00 


5 


00 


. 255 


30 


82 


40 


9 


45 


2 


00 


12 


16 


2 


00 


1 


61 


. 330 00 


59,138 


96 




$62,257 18 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1890 
Appropriated and assessed .by City of Woburn 
William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, etc. 
City of Woburn, dog tax .... 
Transfer from trust funds .... 



$158 55 


1,700 00 


130 


32 


1,392 


51 


330 


00 



$3,711 38 



EXPENDED. 

The account covers the expenses of thirteen months. 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing . . . $5 30 

Bancroft, Irving R., services 

Buck, John C, rent of deposit vault 

Buckman & White, sundries 

Buel, J. Fredk., labor and stock 

Buss, Charles H., supplies 

Cutter, William R., services 

Cutter, William R., expenses 



35 


10 


2 


50 


1 


73 


4 


65 




50 


1,083 


29 


100 


34 



Amount carried forward 



$1,233 41 
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Amount brought forward 
Ellis, Alexander, fertilizer . 
Ellis, J. M., & Co., watering street 
Fergnson, Greorge R., services - . 
Ferguson, J. Berton, services 
Francis, John W., services 
Hanson, J. Chester, services 
Hart & Co., expressing 
Horton, Sparrow, stationery 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor . 
McDonald, J. B., coal 
Morris, Thomas, repairing chairs 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Pollard, Mary S.r sei^vices • 
Smith, Rufos, labor . 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries 
Tidd, Aithar W., services . 
Trull, Eliott F., services . 
Van Evereu, P. F., library numbers 
Wade, Oliver M., Jr., services . 
Woburn Electric Lighting Co., lighting 
Wobum Gas Light Co., gas 
Wobnm Lumber Co., lumber 
Wobum Water Board, water rates 
Unexpended balance . 



$1,233 41 


4 08 


10 00 


49 


90 


2 


60 


541 


91 


96 


40 


11 


65 


3 


80 


3 


40 


354 


51 


3 


75 


650 


00 


110 


75 


6 


20 


37 


97 


43 


85 


37 


30 


4 


90 


8 


00 


243 


53 


162 


90 




81 


40 


00 


49 


76 


$3,711 


38 
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TUUST FUND, INVESTED AS TOLLOWS 

Woburn "Water Bonds (orig. trast) , 6 per cent. 
Fitchburg Railroad, 4 1-2 per eent. 
N. Y. & N. E. Railroad, 6 per cent. . 
Boston & Albany Railroad, 7 per cent. 
Old Colony Railroad, 7 per cent- 
City of Fall River, 6 per cent. 
City of Lynn, 6 per cent. . 
Town of Way land, 5 per cent. 
Town of Arlington, 6 per cent. 
City of Woburn, 6 per cent. 
Wobam Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit 
First National Bank of Woburn, deposit 
John Johnson & Co., note . - 



$6,000 00 

12,000 00 

10,000 00 

8,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

3,177 83 

2,261 13 

700 00 

$59,138 96 



Respectfully submitted, 



JOHN G. MAGUIRE, Cflerk. 
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EMPLOYEES 

OF THK 



WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

1890. 



Librarian, 
WILLIAM R. CUTTER. 

Assistant Librarian, 
EMILY F. POLLARD. 

Substitute and Extra Assistant, 
MARY S. POLLARD. 

Janitor, 
JOHN W. FRANCIS. 

Runners, 
J. CHESTER HANSON, ELIOTT F. TRULL, 

IRVING R. BANCROFT. 

Substitutes, 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Hayden^ John M. Harlow and Albert 
Thompson^ Committee on Library and Art of the Wobum 
Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the twelfth 
librarian's report of the library, for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1890, being my ninth annual report. 

The amount of business for the year has been no less than 
'that of previous years in the history of the library. We are 
liappy to note a continual, if not an increased use of the 
£icilities afforded by the library, both as to the use of the 
Teading room, and as well as to the use of the loaning depart- 
ment. The building is also a Mecca for visitors, many of 
whom are strangers from distant places, and some librarians 
of important centres, mainly the West, who have come to 
^iew its architectural features with ' the intention of obtaining 
Ideas for buildings of their own ; and among such we have 
gladly welcomed Mr. Linderfelt of Milwaukee, and Mr. Brett 
of Cleveland, who expressed much satisfaction with their visit, 
^nd gave their approval of some features of our administra- 
tion to which their attention was called. These are only a 
few of the many distinguished persons who have visited us 
from places nearer home. As the reputation of our architect 
becomes to be more fully realized, it is probable the number 
will be greatly increased. An illustrated article concerning 
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the library, published under the auspices of the editors of the 
"New England Magazine" in February, 1890, added largely to 
its reputation, and as one of the results of the publication the 
librarian received several letters of inquiry from the distant 
South and West. The field of the free public library is 
spreading, and gifts like this of Mr. Charles B. Winn to our 
city of Woburn are an example which will be copied the world 
over, where sufficient wealth exists for such gifts. Free public 
libraries now exist in South Africa, where the seeds were 
sown under British influences, on similar principles to those of 
our own American free institutions. 

Massachusetts, eager to be in the fore-front of improvement, 
has recently formed a state library association. Your librarian 
has seen fit to join this association. Indeed, he was one of 
thirteen librarians invited and present at a preliminary meet- 
ing, and also one of the many who were present at the first 
regular meeting of the association, at the State House in 
Boston, in November last. Thus our library, represented by 
its librarian, has shown its desire to encourage this movement, 
and get what good it can in the way of improvement, by 
increased personal acquaintance with other librarians and 
otherwise. 

The average circulation of the library for ten years has been 
60,361. The circulation of the past year has been 60,958, or 
a little more than the average. On Dec. 31 , 1890, Mr. Gardner 
M. Jones, librarian of the Salem Publie Library, Salem, 
Mass., and secretary of the Massachusetts Library Associa- 
tion, wrote to your librarian, informing him that in the 
making of some statistics he had found that, in round num- 
bers, Woburn, having a population of 13,000, and a yearly 
circulation of nearly 65,000 volumes for Home use in its 
largest year, our library, on that basis, had the largest home 
circulation per capita — 5 per cent., or under average circula- 
tion 4f per cent. , — of any library from which be had received 
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figares. In Massachusetts, be says, the circulation usually 
runs from 1^ to 2^ per capita per year. The only cities 
exceeding that are Springfield, 8}; Quincy, 3§; Newton, 4^; 
Salem, 4^; Wobum, 4f — Woburn still leading the list — 
which, if correct, gives Wobum a high standing for the 
effectiveness of her large library equipment, and is creditable 
as well to the reading capacity of her people and the interest 
taken in the library. This very recent communication of Mr. 
Jones was entirely unexpected and unsolicited on our part, 
though we have been acquainted with him for many years, and 
the writer has always had a high respect for his abilities. 
We believe, therefore, that Mr. Jones' conclusions can be 
safely relied upon, and his truthfulness and fairness pre- 
eminently so. He could have no possible object to serve in 
assigning us greater or less credit than we deserve, and we are 
much obliged to him for his infoimation. 

The yearly circulation of the library for the past ten years, 
from January to January, has been according to the following 
table. For a large number of years the statistics were 
arranged from March to March, but since the incorporation of 
the town as a city, the begiyning of the financial year has been 
changed to January. 



1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 



63,908 
59,493 
58,409 
58,809 
58,799 



1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 



56,224 
62,215 
64,663 
62,137 
60,958 



sadvantage of a loss 



The circulation has labored under the d 
of two weeks annually for vacation, in 1886, 1888, 1889 and 
1890, which would lessen its comparison with libraries which 
are open all the year round. 
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THE STATISTICS OF THE YEAR ARE 

AS FOLLOWS: 



CIRCULATION. 

Total number of volumes issued for home use 
Largest number of the above delivered in one day, 

viz., on Saturday, Jan. 11, 1890 . 
Smallest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

Tuesday, August 12, 1890, <« Grand Army 

day " in Boston . . • . 
Number of days the library was open . 
Daily average delivery ..... 

CIRCULATION BY CLASSES. 

Fiction 

Juveniles . 

Travels 

Periodicals 

History 

Biogi'aphy 

Useful arts 

Poetry and drama 

Literature . 

Social science . 

Fine arts . 

Religion . 

Natural science . 

Foreign languages 

Dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc 

Mental philosophy 

Public documents 

Total number of books issued 



60,958 



585 



18 
293 
208 



33,796 

17,966 

1,581 

1,299 

1,224 

982 

882 

641 

609 

552 

511 

366 

325 

99 



60,95 
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The circulation, divided among the several months, has been : 
January, 6,815; February, 5,732; March, 6,841; April, 
5,441 ; May, 4,988 ; June, 4,093 ; July, 2,988 ; August, 
4,180 ; September, 4,539 ; October, 4,751 ; November, 5,298 ; 
December, 5,292. Total, 60,958. 

During the last week and a half in July, and the first two 
days in August, the library was closed for the annual vacation 
of two weeks. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The number of volumes added to the library dur- 
ing the year has been ..... 924 

Number acquired by purchase, exclusive of renew- • 

als ........ 775 

By gift, exclusive of duplicates of works^ already 

in the library ...... 93 

By volumes of magazines bound .... 56 

Number of volumes in the library, including the 

additions of the past year .... 27,706 

Number of renewals of books discarded in this and 

former years ...... 191 

Number discarded from being worn out and used 

up in the circulation ..... 91 

Number lost in the delivery of books for home use 4 

Number of books bound, sent from the library to 

a bindery ....... 605 

Bound from paper covers, of the above number . 230 

'The large number of books repaired in the library itself is 
no less than usual. 
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pamphlets. 

He number of pamphlets received during the past 

year is ...... . 377 

Number previously reported .... 5,469 



Present total number . . . . 5,846 

Your librarian has taken the liberty to contribute to this 
number, a carefully selected collection of 170, the greater part 
of which were formerly the property of his father, and the 
most of them valuable and many of them rare. The collection 
embraces 20 almanacs, 1812-1846, and 105 publications from 
Dr. Cutter's collection relating to local and limited transac- 
tions and subjects, such as funeral sermons, occasional ad- 
dresses, local celebrations, monographs, etc.« etc. 

CONDITION AND ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The annual examination of the library was begun, with the 
assistance of J. C. Hanson, on May 13, 1890, and continued 
without interruption to the business of the library, till tluly 2, 
following. The condition of the volumes as a whole was found 
to be good, and no serious deterioration was noticed in the 
more permanent portions of the collection on our shelves. No 
extensive repairs in that portion are needed ; 1}ie rebinding 
and repairing being confined to those classes used most in the 
circulation, which here, as in many places, are those of fiction 
and juveniles. The number found missing in the examination, 
was seventeen, and a careful search since that time has yet 
failed to bring them to light. One of them only is a work of 
any especial value, and the most of them may yet be dis- 
covered. Of books missing in former examinations, two were 
returned during the year, one missing since the examination 
of 1884. The number lost through the delivery is supposeA^ 
to be four. 
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THE ADDITIONS OF THE CURRENT YEAR, BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes added to the library during the 
year, by classes is as follows, arranged in order of number of 
each class : — 

Fiction, 236 ; biography, 101 ; history, 94 ; juveniles, 83 ; 
travels, 60 ; periodicals, 57 ; social science, 50 ; literature, 
45; public documents, 42; fine arts, 34; religion, 31; use- 
ful arts, 23 ; natural science, 23 ; dictionaries and encyclo- 
piedias, 19 ; poetry and drama, 17 ; mental philosophy, 9 ; 
foreign languages, 0. Total, 924. 



NUMBER OF VOLUMES IN THE LIBRARY, BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes in each of the seventeen classes 
into which the libmry is divided is as follows : — 



Fiction .... 


. 






4,929 


Biography .... 








3,106 


History .... 








2,789 


I^eriodicals ... 








: 2,184 


^Public documents 








2,163 


Travels . , . . . 








2,013 


Heligion 








1,525 


Juveniles . . . . . 








1,509 


Xiitemture . . . . . 








1,356 


Social science . . . . 








1,219 


Poetry and drama 








1,194 


!^atural science . . . . 








1,161 


XJseful arts . . . . 








761 


!^ine arts .... 








7G0 


dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc. 








457 


JForeign languages 








402 


Cental philosophy 








178 



Tutal volumes in library 



27,706 
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REGISTRATION. 

The account for the current year is as follows :■ 

Cards issued during the year 
Previously issued 
Whole registration 
Number of cards renewed 
Notices sent of books overdue 



366 

6,129 

6,495 

1,344 

142 



CASH RECEIPTS. 

The account of cash receipts for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1890, is as follows : — 

Amount on hand Jan. 1, 1890 .... 
From fines ....... 

catalogues . . . 

cards ....... 

sales t)f four Woburn Town Histories 
(Histories exchanged, 5) 

payment for damaged book 

sales of waste paper .... 



Paid to City Treasurer 
On hand Jan. 1, 1891 



$33 


06 


91 


49 


7 


99 


5 


52 


5 


25 




27 


1 


26 


$144 84 


$130 32 


14 


52 



$144 84 



GIFTS. 



The list of gifts is appended to this report. It will be 
noticed that the list for this year contains an unusual numbei 
of gifts from educational institutions. 
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ANNUAL BULLETIN. 



The publication of the annual bulletin has been continued, 
and the issue for 1890 is now before the public in a pamphlet 
of twenty-nine pages, from the press of Andrews, Cutler & 
Co. It is believed that this issue in its general features is 
fully equal, if not superior to any of its predecessors. It 
contains the accessions to the library for the year ending 
Sept. 1, 1890, arranged in a classilSed list, with author and 
subject indexes. This publication is the eleventh of our pres- 
ent series. The edition is iSve hundred copies, the usual 
number that has been printed in recent years. The sales of 
the bulletins are not intended to cover expenses. The follow- 



ing table shows the number of old issues still on hand : — 



1880 


. Edition exhausted 


1885 


1881 


• 


• 


50 


1887 


1882 


» • 


• 


140 


1888 


1883 


> • 


• 


90 


1889 


1884 


» • 


« 


130 

CATAL 


OGUE. 



110 

80 
110 
180 



Of the catalogue of 1879, a general publication containing 
the titles of about 16,000 volumes, some 900 copies are left. 
A few are bound in cloth, but the majority of them are bound 
in paper covers, with the title imprinted on the outside. A 
table of contents and a subject index are printed with it, and 
the pamphlet wants only an author index to make it as useful 
as the majority of finding lists or catalogues in present use. 

AIDS TO READERS. 

Under this heading, in addition to what has been said under 
the subjects of annual bulletin and catalogue, we would state 
that the latest accessions have been promptly posted on the 
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bulletin board, and consolidated monthly lists in manuscript, 
placed in binders, have been prepared for use on the tables. 
Miss Pollard has also continued the publication of her articles, 
entitled ••Library Notes," in one of the newspapers, and 
another newspaper has undertaken on its own responsibility 
the publication of lists of the new books as received. All of 
our newspapers, in fact, have kindly aided in extending infor- 
mation concerning the library, to the public, whenever their 
attention has been called" to whatever we have desired to com- 
municate, lii addition to all this, the librarian has placed on 
our shelves a recently issued work, entitled Sargent's ••Read- 
ing for the Young," a book which has been found very useful 
in other libraries, and no doubt will be found useful in this. 
He has subscribed also for the best schemes representing the 
latest and most approved systems of classification he could 
find, with the view of improving our present system as much 
as possible. 

THE LIBRAUY AND SCHOOLS. 

The connection of the library with the public schools con- 
tinues on the same' basis that it has continued for a number of 
years. We have failed to notice any diminution in the use 
of books for school purposes on the part of the scholars, and 
we do what we can to encourage a proper use of the books by 
these young persons. 

surveyors' plans. 

The index to the collection of plans in the library has been 
in frequent use, and the demand for them during the past year 
has justified the wisdom of the purchase of the '•Thompson 
collection" in 1887. During the past year the City govern- 
ment has placed in the library the plans formerly kept in th^ 
municipal building, with a view to their better preservatioim 
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and the greater convenience of examining them. With the 
advice and under the direction of the librarian, these plans 
were arranged in drawers and indexed under the supervision 
of Mr. Warren W. Cummings, civil engineer, in July, 1890, 
who employed a former assistant in the library, Arthur W. 
Tidd, fqr the purpose. These cards were carefully revised, 
and the work was pronounced correct and believed to be prop- 
erly done, and a number of cards were also added to the index 
of the plans the library already, had, and a number to this 
index, to make them both more complete. The city plans are 
mostly of streets, and their systematic arrangement and the 
aid of the index render them more useful and far more 
accessible. 

Since this arrangement was completed, another valuable 
collection of surveyor's plans in private hands has been dis- 
covered : a collection of 100 plans of Bartholomew Richard- 
son, a former land surveyor in Woburn. Their present 
owner, Mr. Frank P. Richardson, 76 Bow Street, while not 
surrendering them as private property, has kindly. prepared a 
list of them for use in the library, so that parties may see 
what the collection contains. These titles have been copied 
on separate cards, and placed in the index with the other 
cards which show the contents of the other collections. 

THE current literature ADDED DURING THE YEAR. 

Among the more noteworthy accessions have been **The 
Battles and Leaders of the Civil War," four volumes, based 
upon the Century war series ; volumes 7 to 10 of Stedman 
and Hutchinson's ''Library of American Literature" ; a new 
edition in six volumes of the Earl of Clarendon's " History of 
the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England" ; the «* Memoir and 
Works of Sir Ferdinando Gorges," in three volumes, the pub- 
lication of the Prince Society ; volumes 19, 20 and 26, and 33 
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and 34, of Bancroft's "Pacific States" ; three sets of Stanley's 
'*In Darkest Africa"; Allen's *' Great Cathedrals of the 
World," in two volumes ; volume 1 of Charles Spragne 
Sargent's **Silva of North America"; Nicolay and Hay's 
** Abraham Lincoln," in ten volumes; Alexander Brown's 
"Genesis of the United States," in two volumes; Lewis & 
Co.'s "History of Middlesex County," in three volumes; and 
several valuable gifts, one Whitmore's edition of the 
"Colonial Laws of Massachusetts, 1660 to 1672," the gift of 
His Honor Mayor Johnson of Wobum ; another, the "Memo- 
rials of the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati" (Boston, 
1890) , the gift of that Society ; and others have been received, 
such as the third edition of Shurtleff's "Topographical and 
Historical Description of Boston," published by the City of 
Boston, 1890, with the addition of valuable plates and histori- 
cal matter prepared by William H. Whitmore, this work being 
the gift of Horace G. Allen, Esq., president of the Common 
Council of Boston, and once a "resident of Wobum; also the 
"Illustrated Americana" of James F.Hunnewell, the gift of the 
author ; and "The Charlemagne Tower Collection of American 
Colonial Lawsi" the gift of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania; and the Duke of Bedford's "Catalogue of the 
Collection of Pictures at Woburn Abbey, England," the gift 
of the present Duke of Bedford, three copies of this work only 
being sent to this country. These books are all beyond 
the average cost of the usual volume placed on the library 
shelves, and have, besides, an especial value as works 
of reference and authority on the subjects of which they treat, 
being volumes of permanent interest, which a library such as 
ours is designed to possess. 
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Universitt Extension. 

In September the librarian was sent by the trustees to the 
annual meeting of the American Library Association, held at 
Fabyan's, in the White Mountains. The conference lasted 
seTeral days, during which the librarian listened to a variety 
of papers on subjects of interest to librarians and those inter- 
ested in the management of libraries. On his return, the 
librarian made a special report to the trustees on a few topics 
he considered of immediate importance for them to know, and 
his remarks are entered in full on their records. The topic of 
greatest interest to the public, on which he reported, is that 
known by the name at the head of this section. 

The subject of " university extension " as applied to this 
library in the use of the Warren Academy fund : 

** University extension ^ is another name for the " people's 
university," the scheme being in general terms the conveying 
of a university education, by means of lectures and illustrations 
on live and important subjects, to the body of the people. 
Subjects are investigated on what is termed the << seminary 
method," that is, everything in the way of information on a 
subject is studied by means of books, illustrations, oral ques- 
tions, in addition to the words of the lecturer and the facts 
drawn from his experience. All classes of people are invited, 
and a serious study is made of a subject in 6, 8 or 12 lectured 
till the subject is thoroughly treated. It is then given up, and 
another taken. It is the intention of the United States gov- 
ernment to publish a monograph on this subject. The prop- 
osition is advanced that this is a good use for the Warren 
Academy fund, that the income of that fund could be used to 
pay for the lectures, and that the lectures could be given in 
some building to be erected on these library grounds to the 
great advantage of the library and the public. The library is 
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located at both a steam railroad and horse-car centre, and if 
need be, people could be attracted to t^^e lectures from adjoin- 
ing towns. The Warren Academy money would furnish an 
immediate plant, and private generosity may, it is very likely, 
furnish the rest. 

Since the foregoing paragraphs on "university extension" were 
written, the remarks on that subject at the eleventh general meeting of the 
American Library Association have been pablished in part, in the papers and 
proceedings of that Association. 

On this subject Prof. J. F. Jameson, well known in this city, said: "I 
have shared the profound interest and enjoyment with which it is evident 
the conference has listened to the paper of Dr. Adams. [Prof. Jameson 
was introduced to the conference as a co-worker with Dr. Adams in the 
matter of university extension.] I can cordially reinforce what he has 
stated in respect to several points. Lectures of the heterogeneous sort 
accomplish very little in comparison with those pursued upon some settled 
plan. I especially agree with what he said of the necessity of aroiding the 
appearance of handing down something to those to whom the lectures are 
given. The average American knows a great deal more than at first sight 
appears. He does not need to be patronized, to be talked down to, because 
he has already a good basis of information. He ought not in justice to be 
underestimated. I have been greatly interested, aside from these practical 

questions, in the aspect of the movement as a sign of the times 

Following the movement towards political democracy has come this move- 
ment towards democracy in education, and one of its fruits is university 
extension. One of the last aristocracies of the world is the aristocracy of 
education. It is being broken down by such movements as these of which 
Prof. Adams has spoken." 

Mr. Dewey said : '*I should not have time to say what I want to say on 
university extension if we stayed here for a solid week." He earnestly 
asked the attention of the librarians to this '* great movement of university 
extension," but he doubted if many of them had looked deeply enough to 
recognize what it really means. He then alluded to the idea that education 
ought to be universal, and to the results in higher education that have been 
accomplished by women. ** We are just on the eve," he said, "of another 
great broadening. . . . Now it is in the air, not only in this country, 
but abroad, that . . . education is not simply for the early years of life, 
and not simply to be carried on In the schools, but that it must be carried 
on by other institutions and through life. This last broadening means tha^ 
the library is the necessary complement of the school. The library iB 
the natural centre for this work. . . . It is around the library's worlc 
that it must revolve. If education Is to go on through life, it must be done 
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bj institations outside of the sctiool. In recognition of this, the library 
claims a place among the colleges and universities. It is an idea which the 
State now recognizes. After all, most of onr education comes through 
what we get from the printed page. The library is the college, not only for 
the poor, bat for the rich ; not only for those who leare the common school, 
but for those who leave the university. We have in our State, and you have 
in all yonr States, hundreds of men, graduates of colleges, teaching school, 
engaged in business, and in professions, who want ' encouragement and 
stimulus. . . . Thelecturesystem,asDr. Adams pointed out, is changing 
from the old notion of popular entertainment, which was most fragmentary. 
It was as if you went to college today, and had one subject, and tomorrow 
you had qaite another. In the course of a year or two you had the old sub- 
jects again. We still have the lecture, but organized systematically and 
producing good results. The people's university means this : that every 
city and town of any size will in the future, and not so very far ahead, have 
its schools for its young, and its people's college for the rest of the com- 
munity, both young and old. A people's college means the library as a 
central factor. This idea is gaining ground very rapidly, and we are begin- 
ning to get that broader view of our mission. . . . University extension 
is our peculiar province. We must recognize our duty, an<1 do this worlc. 
I hope l>r. Adams will add his own opinion as to whether this is not the true 
view, and whether the library is not the most natural local centre all through 
the country for these influences emanating from our best universities." 

Pr. H. B. Adams said, describing the movement of university exten- 
sion : "It is part of a great democratic movement belonging to the nine- 
teenth century ; it is organized effort on the part of university men to raise, 
uplift the masses, to carry out from academic cloisters the fruits of the 
higher learning. Now, I want to bear a little more upon the practical point 
as to what librarians can do in the promotion of this great movement in 
America. Very little has been done . . . What remains to be done is 
organized, systematic work in connection with existing institutions. Libra- 
rians cannot woric alone. You cannot institute university extension in your 
libraries without the co-operation of the higliest forces in the community. 
There must be cordial and sympathetic alliance with the college, with the 
university, with the mechanics' institute, the labor union, the literary club, — 
all the forces of the country, town or city, that make for the elevation 
of the people. . Discuss the matter with the school teacher, 

the local clergyman, the trustees of the library, the mayor, or select- 
men, or public men of influence, and try to organize a student associa- 
tion, an educational society, at the head of which there shall be some 
prominent man who will command the respect of all sects. In its unsecta- 
rian character the library commands the respect and confidence of the 
Roman Catholic, of the Jew, and of all Protestant sects. It is, better fitted 
to give us an educational clearing house than any institution in the country. 
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The work of organizing and preparing this course can best be done by the 
friends of the library. 

** My second point is this. In those commanities where there is pros- 
peat of a new library building, the librarians and the trustees of libraries 
ought to see to it that there is some provision made for the classroom. 
Mr. Dewey said that the public library is the people's college. If it is the 
people's college, it must become the people's classroom. It must not depend 
upon the college or town hall. It must have Its own, and you should be 
very careful to have it of a size adapted to the classes. No class of twenty- 
five or fifty will fill a big audience room seating 1,000 to 1,500 people. I am 
authorized to say that the great Newberry library in Chicago, in its plans of 
the new building, has provided for classrooms of moderate size, seating an 
audience such as university extension lectures command. As you know, 
there are already libraries In this country, as In Buffalo, where classrooms 
exist. In the future such provision should be always made. 

<* Again, librarians can render a very Important service in classifying 
library materials for specific purposes. They can make their library focus 
upon such questions as those raised by Henry George or the Socialists. If 
a man like John Flske comes to lecture on American history, books should 
be grouped, lists posted In the library, printed In the newspapers. Thus 
Mr. Crunden of St. Louis co-operated with the lecture course of Dr. Bemis. 

"There are certain great forces In every town and city that by co- 
operation can make for what they call university extension. Those fore- 
most are the library and school system. You all know how these co-operate. 
Second Is the church, the church guild, the church club, the Young Men's 
Christian Association, the Young Women's Christian Association. That is 
the religious group. Then in certain towns there is a college or university, 
the culmination of the educational system. In most towns there are also 
institutes of one sort or another, like the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. There 
are mechanics' Institutes In the manufacturing towns, and labor unions. 
These are the units for composition. If the libraries work upon these units, 
they can stimulate them. These forces are all in sight. They are not to be 
sought for ; they are here, and only need to be properly utilized. And they 
are advancing more clearly Into view." 

Dr. Adams said. In closing, that the fact that university extension had 
been tried successfully in Buffalo and other towns of America would have 
more weight with the community than any recommendation of a theorist. 

Since this time we understand that an association of collegesi' 
has been formed to further this undertaking. • 
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the subject of music. 

Since the remarks made in the last report on the advisability 
of an increase in the number of music books, or books on 
music, in the library, a gradual advance has been made in this 
direction by the purchase of a number of standard books, well 
recommended by our local musicians. The question of fur- 
nishing music in sheets is still under contemplation. Our sup- 
ply of the lives of musicians — as recommended, for instance, 
in the course prescribed by the New England Conservatory of 
Music — IS quite full, and we have most of the titles recom- 
mended to be read in that course. We would still be very 
happy to listen to any further advice or suggestions anyone 
might offer on this subject, and put in a still greater number 
of musical works than we have ever attempted before. 

NEEDS. 

The eye of a watchful public, and an active board of trus- 
tees representing the interest of that public, will let nothing of 
this kind lie long without attention or remedy. Much has 
been quietly done in the past few years to improve existing 
Tnethods of administration. The trustees have exercised a 
judicious control, and it has been the aim of the librarian and 
his assistants to carry out their instructions and intentions to 
the letter. As the representatives of the public, the trustees 
are the actual head of the institution, and the librarian and 
employees can only supplement the spirit of their instructions ; 
they have no power except what the trustees see fit to grant. 
As I am definitely instructed to report on needs, I must say 
that I see no immediate need that the trustees have not power 
to allay, and I have no suggestions to offer beyond those made 
in the foregoing report. The liberality of the trustees in 
allowing the time of the librarian, and expenses of a substitute 
for him, and the payment of his expenses at the annual 
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conference of the Library Association made a favorable ii 
sion on that body, and will undoubtedly influence other libraries, 
who have not been in the habit of doing any one of these three 
things, and some who have not been in the habit of doing more 
than one or two, to do hereafter all three. An argument in 
favor of this course is that the librarian, in attending such 
gatherings, is the library's representative, or agent, acting for 
the interest and benefit of his employers, and not merely for 
his own. I believe this to be sound doctrine, which en- 
lightened business men, such as comiK)se the majority of the 
boards of trustees of important libraries, will fully appreciate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Lihrarian. 
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LIST OF GIFTS, 1890. 



See also reference to some of those under title of ^'Current 
Literature Added During the Year," in foregoing report. 



Aiken, David, shells from Florida. 

Allen, Horace G., Esq., Boston 

American Humane Association 

Ames, Erskine, spade and shovel used in con- 
struction of Middlesex Canal. 
These articles are marked with the initial let- 
ters of the Canal Company. 

Amherst College ...... 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., two cuts of Wobura 
town seal. 

Atlanta University 

Bagg, Dr. M. M., Utica, N. Y. 

Bedford, Duke of, Wobum, England 

Boston City Messenger 

Boston Public Library 

Boutwell, Francis M., Groton 

Brookline Public Library 

Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Champney, Mrs. Walter 

Chicago Public Library . 

Children's Hospital, Boston 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Cleveland Public Library 

Colby, Mrs. Fanny, Cambridge, sampler. 



Vols. . Pamph. 

1 



1 
1 
2 



% 



1 

4 



3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
13 
1 
1 
1 
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Collamore, Edward C, pair of steelyards, found 
in Wobum Cemetery, five feet under 
ground. 

Concord Public Library . 

Converse, Mrs. Fanny 

Cornell University 

Cummings, Hon. John . 

Cutter, Charles A., Boston Athenaeum 

Cutter, Ephraim, M.D., New York City 
Also a map. 

Cutter, Sarah H. . 

Cutter, William R. ... 

Davis, George E., Burlington, Vt. . 

Dorsey, George W. E., M.C. 

Drake, Mrs. Lucy A., and Marshall, Mrs 
George E., Tyngsborough, photograph of 
Tyng homestead in Tyngsborough. 

Enorineerinsr News, New York 

Fall River Public Library .... 

Fowie, Mrs. Ellen E 

Georgetown University, D. C. 

Gilcreast, John, a cooper's axe of old pattern. 

Gooday, C. E., a pair of old door hinges. 

Grand Rapids (Mich.) Board of Trade 

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 

Also aD order on Samuel Blodget, quartermaster, 1758. 
This Samuel Blodget was a distinguished native of 
Wobnrn (born 1724), and the author of a valuable 
plan of the Battle on the shores of Lake George, 
Sept. 8, 1755, on which Dr. Green has published a 
pamphlet containing a facsimile of the plan, a 
copy of which he gave the library. During a re- 
cent visit, Dr. Green made a careful examination 
of the copy of **Hubbard's Map of New England," 
so called, in the possession of the library — the 
copy mentioned being given to the library, in 1883, 



Vols. 



2 

5 
1 
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by Mr. James Jackson Jarves, the well-known art 
critic, through the Hon. £. D. Hayden. While in 
Mr. Jarves's possession, a missine^ portion of the 
map was restored with a pen from another copy, 
supposed by Mr. J. to be the same map. But, 
there being two editions of the map — one, the 
more common, in which the White Mountains are 
represented under the name of the " Wine Hills " 
(Winne, from Winnepesaukce Lake) , and another, 
the ** White Hills"— Mr. Jarves took his ** re- 
stored" portion from a **Wine Hills" copy, in- 
stead of from a "White Hills" copy, which Dr. 
Green pronounces the original portion of his gift 
to be. Now, the ** Hubbard Map of New England " 
is full of interest, because it was the first one ever 
cut, i. 6., engraved, in this country. It Is, of 
course, a very crude afll&ir, and its date is 1676. 
During the past twenty years the map has been the 
subject of much study on the part of a few stu- 
dents, one of whom was Dr. Green, who has 
recently published two pamphlets on the subject, 
with facsimiles of the two maps. An examination 
of these will show the points to which he refers 
when he pronounces our map a ** White Hills" 
map. We therefore possess a great rarity; four 
copies only being known to be in existence ; our 
copy being one of the four. The other three are 
to be found : One in the Lenox Library, New York ; 
another, somewhat imperfect, in the Library of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society ; another, a 
recent accession, In the Boston Public Library; 
and, the fourth, our own copy. Considering the 
extreme rarity of this map, especial pains have 
been taken to preserve the copy now in our pos- 
session, the original portion being in excellent 
condition. 
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Yob. 



Hall, Rev. Edward H., Cambridge 

Hartford Theological Seminary 

Harvard University 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

Hobbs, Geo. A. . . . 

Hopedale Public Library 

Houghton, Andrew, Boston, a headboard of bis 
brother, Edward J. Houghton, seaman, and 
recipient of a medal of honor for his services 
in the destruction of the ram Albemarle. 
This relic was given to Company K, 39th 
Mass. Regt., and deposited for safe-keep- 
ing in this library. 

Hunnewell, James F., Charlestown . 

Johnson, Hon. Edward F., Mayor . 

Johnson, Rev. William W., North Greenfield 

W IS. ...... 

Johnstown Flood Relief Commission ' . 
Kelley, C. Frank, New York City . 
Lancaster Public Library 
Larremore, Wilbur, New York City 
Lawrence Public Libmry 
Legacion de la Republica de Costa Rica, America 
Central ...... 

Lowell City Libmry .... 

Lynn Public Library .... 

McCall, Samuel W., Winchester 
McClellan, Lieut-Col. Carswell, St. Paul,^Minn 
•Maiden Public Library .... 

Manchester, N. H., City Library 
Marlborough Public Library . 
Massachusetts Secretary of State 
Massachusetts State Board of Health 



1 
2 



FuDph. 

1 

3 
1 

1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



2 
1 
1 
1 



5 
1 



2 
1 
1 

2 
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Vols. Punph. 



Massachusetts State Library, mapof Massachasetts. 
Massachasetts Clab, Boston 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Children 
Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati 
MatheS) Albert O., Dover, N. H. 
Medlicott, Miss Mary, Springfield 
Melrose Public Library . 
Moroe Institute Library, Natick 
New Bedford Public Library . 
Newberry Library, Chicago 
Newburyport Public Library . 
Newton Free Library 

Old Residents' Historical Association, Lowell 
Parks, Mrs. S. M. . 
Peabody Institute, Danvers 
Peabody Institute, Peabody . 
Peoria, 111., Public Library 
Plummer, Mrs. John S., three kettles and an 

ancient looking-glass. 
Pool, Charles H., Haverhill, 3 numbers Haver- 

hill Gazette^ on 250th City Anniversary. 
Porter, Rev. Edward G., Lexington 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Providence Public Library .... 
Redwood Library and AthensBum, Newport, 

R.I 

Richardson, James Cushing, lithographic plan 

relating to Wobum, of date 1855. 
St. Paul, Minn., Public Library 
Salem Public Library ..... 
San Francisco, Cal., Public Library 



1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 



2 
1 
1 



1 
4 
1 
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Vols. Pamiiib. 



1 



San Francisco, Cal., Mercantile Library Asso- 
ciation ....... 1 

Shakespeare Memorial Lil)rary, Strattbrd-on- 

Avon, England ..... 1 

Slater, William H 2 

Smith, Mrs. Esther (Eaton), Keene, N. H., a 
collection of about 75 deeds, wills, leases, 
contracts, and other papers, and two coffin 
plates, from estates of Wyman, Eaton, and 
others, of Woburn, period from 1741 to 
1852. Received through courtesy of Leon- 
ard Thompson, Esq. 

Somerville Public Library .... 

Southern Pacific R. R. Co. . . . . ^ 

Springfield City Library .... ^ 

Also the '* Library Bulletin," a monthly 
publication. 

Staples, Rev. Carlton A., Lexington . . ^ 

Taunton Public Librarv ..... ^ 

Thompson, Leonard, 27^6 Independent, 

Also two photographs, one of Old Mill, at 
Nantucket, built in 1746 ; and another of 
the Muir Glacier in Alaska. Also a cog 
from the big gear-wheel in top of old 
Nantucket Mill. 

Thompson, Waldo, Swampscott, an oyster shell 
taken from the bottom of the United States 
Frigate Constitution, in 1823. It was 
affixed to the sternpost of the frigate 

Toronto, Canada, Public Library . 

Tufts College, The Tuf toman. 

Tufts Library, Weymouth 

United States Adjutant Generars Office 



1 
3 

i 

1 
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United States Agricultural Department . 

United States Bureau of Education . 

United States Bureau of Engineers . 

United States Cioast and Geodetic Survey 

United States Director of the Mint . 

United States Interior Department . 

United States Interstate Commerce Commission 

United States Patent Office, Official Gazette 

United States Smithsonian Institution 

United States State Department 

United States Treasury Department 

United States Hotel, Boston . 

University of Pennsylvania 

Unknown donor 

Walker, Joseph B., Concord . 

West Brookfield Public Library 

Whitman Public Library 

Whitney, Arthur E., Winchester 

Winchester Public Librarj' 

Woodruff, Wilford, Salt Lake City 

This volume was the History of Utah in 
Bancroft's series of the " Pacific States." 
The donor is a historian and the present 
head of the Mormon church. 

Worcester Public Library . . . . 

Wyman, Horace, five photographs of ancient 
Reed-Wyman house in Burlington ; the 
house 223 years old. 

Wyman, John, a military cap worn by William 
Reed, when captain of the East Military 
Company in Wobum, in 1825, or there- 
abouts. 

Yale University ...... 



Vol*. 

1 
1 



1 



Pamph. 

8 
7 

4 
1 

7 



19 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
2 
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MARY COOLIDGE '2d Asst. Librarian. 

JOHN W. FRANCIS Janitor. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF WOBURN 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Wohum : 

The Board of Trustees of the Woburn Public Library 
herewith present their annual report for the year 1891, in 
accordance with the provisions of the charter of their insti- 
tution, which provides for such a repoil, this being their 
seventh annual report, and the thirty-fifth since the founding 
of the library. 

Attention is called, as usual, to the report of the Clerk 
for a detailed account of the receipts and expenditures of the 
year, and of the investment of the funds ; also to the report 
of the librarian for a detailed account ot the condition and 
use of the library during the year. 

The one feature of the year more worthy of remark, 
perhaps, than anj- other, is the adoption of a more progres- 
sive policy on the part of the Trustees in relation to the 
library department, so called, with a view of increasing its 
efficiency, to make it more fully in accord in those respects 
which are common with libraries similarly endowed or situ- 
ated in other cities. To this end, the salary of the librarian 
was raised, and an additional assistant was employed. A 
careful investigation was begun of the works already on the 
shelves to find what deficiences in general standard literature 
exist, in order that, later on, such deficiences might be 
supplied by the purchase of the proper books ; for it is the 
aim of the Ti*ustees to make this library a standard libniry 
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of the best general liteniture, as well as a first class public 
library, which with till the treasures it already contains we 
consider it nio»t assuredly to be. 

The comparison of our methods with those of other insti- 
tutions ascertained l)y the personal visits of the librarian to 
other places, we intend to be a marked feature of this pro- 
cess. Not that we are dissatisfied at all with what we 
possess, but we desire to make what we have better, and 
to keep in the front rank of progress in accordance with the 
aim of doing our best for the highest good of the public. 

In some of these visits above mentioned no doubt the 
observation of the librarian is extended to libraries less 
favored than ours, and to some equally as good, and to 
others perliaps greater ; but from all we hope to obtain 
something of good or something of use. 

It is well to again remind the public that our library is a 
flourishing institution ; that though we wish that its use by 
our citizens were still greater, as we feel that with more 
effort on the part of some it might be, yet it is an uncon- 
tested and assured fact that we deliver more volumes per" 
capita than any other city in the State of Massachusetts. 

In order to meet the reasonable demands now upon us thc= 
trustees will ask from the City Council this year a largeL^ 
appr()i)riation than they asked for last year. 

Vvv order, JOHN CUMMINGS. 

E. D. HAYDEN. 
LEONARD THOMPSON. 
J. M. HARLOW. 
O. F. BRYANT. 
J. W. JOHNSON. 
ALBERT THOMPSON. 

M. F. McDonnell. 

J. G. MAGUIRE. 
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LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 

Bulance of trust funds, Jan. 1, 181)1 . . • 

Interest on City of Lynn bonds . 
City of Woburn bonds 
Town of Arlington bonds . 
N. Y. & N. E. Rjiihoad bonds . 
Boston & Albany Itailroad bonds 
City of Fall River bonds . 
Old Colony Railroad bonds 
Fitchburg Railroad bonds 
Town of Waylaud bonds 

Interest from Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank 

John Johnson & Co. 

Rent of land by Lucy M. Cole . 

Rent of land l)y John Regan 

Rent of tenement by Frank O'Brien 

Rent of tenement bv James Kullcher 



EXPENDED. 

Baleh Bros., books . 

Bodge, George M., book . 

Boston Public Library, bulletin 

Brigham, S. T., labor and stock 

Brown, F. T., book 

Buel, J. Frederick, labor on boiler 

A7nount cam-ted forward 



$59,138 


96 


60 00 


420 


00 


60 


00 


600 00 


560 


00 


300 


00 


560 00 


540 


00 


50 


00 


128 


36 


21 


00 


5 


00 


35 


00 


77 


00 


77 


00 


$62,632 32 


$25 


00 





00 


1 


00 


4 


75 


2 


50 


50 


68 



$88 93 



LIBRARY TRUST FUND. 



Amounl brought forward . 
Carroll, Maurice W., stock and labor 
Clark y John P., books 
Clarke, W. B. & Co., books 
Cupples, Joseph George, book 
Ewart, J. C. & Co., roofing tile 
Fowle, George E., labor and stock . 
Francis, John W., cabinet 
Greenough, W. A. & Co., book 
Hanson, J. Chester, typewriter 
Haskell, Edward H., covering paper 
Horton, Sparrow, periodicals . 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books 
Hudson, Alfred S., book . 
Huntington, Arria S., book 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor on walk 
Johnson, Edward F., book 
Lewis & Co., books ... 

Library Bureau, books and card index case 
Littlefield, George E., books . 
Massachusetts Historical Society, books 
Melendy, Samuel, labor and stock . 
Miller, William M. & Co., book labels 
Naturalist's Bureau, book 
Perham, L. W., furniture and labor . 
Regan, John, labor .... 
Koberts, J. G. & Co., binding . 
Rockwell & Churchill, printing bulletin 
Ruggles, F. W., picture frames 
Salem JFVc«« Record^ subscription 



$88 93 


171 40 


3 75 


1,120 09 


5 00 


19 15 


2 60 


2 00 


2 00 


15 75 


4 80 


103 66 


28 00 


4 00 


1 50 


5 00 


2 00 


25 00 


71 20 


7 25 


6 00 


11 87 


20 00 


5 60 


29 39 


3 50 


335 60 


140 50 


5 50 


1 50 



Amount carried forward 



$2,242 54 
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LIBRART TRUST FUND. 



Amount brought forward . 
Thompson, A. E., book .... 
Thompson, L., sundries . 
Torrey, Bright & Capen, matting 
Town HistoryCommittee of West borough, Mass. 

DOOK .... • a 

Walker; Greorge H. & Co., book 

Warren, M. R., account book, etc. . 

Webster, Charles L., & Co., book . 

Wobum Joumalj subscription . 

Income of $5,500 of trust fund, transferred to 

mamtenance account .... 
Balance invested to new account 



. $2,242 54 


1 50 


. , 20 52 


16 15 


3 50 


15 00 


23 20 


3 00 


2 00 




330 00 


. 59,974 91 


$62,632 32 
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LllUlARY MAIMKNANCK. 



KECEIPTS. 

Cat^h on hand, Jan. 1, 1891 . . • . 

Ai)i)r()i)riMtod ami assessed by City of Wohurn . 

Appropriated and assessed by City of Wohurii, 

additional ....... 

William R. Cutter, eatalojrues, fines, ete. . 
City of Wohurn, dog tax . . . . . 

Transfer from trust funds . . . . 



ri* 



KXl'KNDED. 

Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing 

Bancroft, Irving K., services 

Brown, Philip M., services 

Bnckman & White, sundries 

Buel, J. Fred., labor and stock 

Buss, Charles H., stock . 

Carr, H. J., Treasurer, fees, American Libniry 

Association 
Carter & Perley, coal and wood 
Coimolly, Mrs. Michael, cleaning 
Coolidge, Mary, services . 
Cutter, William R., services 
Cutter, William R., exi)enscs . 
DeLorioa, Frank J., services . 

A77iount carried forward . 



$49 76 
1 ,80«) 00 

200 00 

151 le 

1,281 20 
330 00 

$3,812 12 



$10 40 


35 60 


21 «0 


3 52 


75 


1 50 


2 00 


.* 38 e 19 


4 35 


SB 33 


. 1 ,20O 00 


7£» 34 


'. h^ 09 


. $1.88C7 *>' 



LibRABT MAINTENANCE. 

Amount brought forward 
Ellis, J. M., watering street 
Ferguson, J. Berton, services 
Francis, John W., services 
Hanson, J. Chester, services 
Hart & Ck)., expressing . 
Hoi ton. Sparrow, sundries 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, sawdust 
Morris, Thomas, repairing cbaii 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Pollard, Mary S., services 
Smith, C. Willard, rug . 
Smith, Rufus, labor . 
Thompiion, L., sundries . 
Trull, Eliott F., services . 
Wade, Oliver M., Jr., services 
Warren, M. R., stationery 
Woburn Electric Lighting Co. , lighting 
Wobum Five Celfts Savings Bank, rent of box 

in safe .... 
Wobum Gas Light Co. , gas 
Woburn Water Board, water rates 
Unexpended balance 



$1,880 07 
10 00 

8 40 
501 34 

52 70 

17 50 

3 05 

1 20 

12 00 

600 00 

47 75 

7 20 

6 55 

20 38 

29 30 

9 15 
90 

375 00 

5 00 

167 65 

40 00 

16 98 

13,812 12 
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LiBBARlr TBUSf FUND. 



TRV8T PUND, mVBSTED AS FOLLOWS: 

Woburn Water Bonds (orig. trust), 6% 
Fitchburg Railroad, ii^c • 
N. Y. & N. E. Railroad, 6% 
Boston & Albany Railroad, 7% 
Old Colony Railroad, 7% 
City of Fall River, 6% . 
City of Lynn, 6% . 
Town of Way land, 5% . 
Town of Arlington, 6% . 
City of Woburn, 6% 

City of Woburn, Central Square Schooibouse 
' Loan 

John Johnson & (^o., note 
Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit 



$6,000 00 
12,000 00 
10,000 00 
8,000 00 
8,000 00 
5,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 

2,000 00 

700 00 

4,274 91 



$59,974 91 
Respectfully submitted^ 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE, 

Clerk. 
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WOBURN ! 
ANDBEWB, CUTLEB & CO., 
. Book ahd Job FBCiTEits. 
1892. 



EMPLOYEES OP THE WOBDM PUBLIC LIBEARY, 

1891. 



LIBRARIAN, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, 

EMILY F. POLLARD. 

SBCOND ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN. 

MARY COOLIDOE. 

SUBSTITUTES, 

MARY S. POLLARD. ANNA H. JOHNSON. 

JANITOR, 

JOHN W. FRANCIS. 

RUNNERS. 

FRANK J. DeLORIEA. PHILIP M. BROWN. 

SUBSTITUTES. 

CLIFFORD T. HANSON. J. BERTON FEROUSO 

CLIFTON G. BUCHANAN. WILLIAM F. MAGU 




LIBRARIAN'S RKPORT. 



To Messrs, Edward D. Hatden, John M. Harlow, Albert 
Thompson, John W. Johnson, and John G. Maguire, Com^ 
miitee on Library and Art of the Woburn Public Library: 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the thirteenth 
librarian's report of the library, for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1891, beinjr my tenth annual report. 

The year has been, in respect to the business of the li- 
brarj', in nowise remarkably different from other years, 
though we would note a generally increased use of the read- 
ing room, and of books for general consultation from the 
loaning department. The year may be characterized as a 
year of improvements in administration ; the employment 
of an additional female assistant, whose duties are mainly 
clerical, relieving the librarian of a burden previously borne 
in addition to his other responsibilities, thereby insuring 
greater promptness in the preparation of the catalogue ; in 
presenting lists of books (now typewritten) for the bulletin 
board ; in preparing matter for the press ; and in help in 
many other things where such an assistant may be useful. 
The purchase, too, of a new card catalogue case, first class in 
all its appointments, and the rearrangement of the catalogue 
in both the new and old cases, with the newly-covered and 
newly-lettered guides in both, is a much desired and satis- 
factory improvement. The filling also of many gaps in the 
literature of fiction and juveniles already on the shelves, 
containing many titles diligently sought for l)y the public, 
may also be classed as an improvement. The monthly writ- 
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ten reports ot the librarian to the trustees, on the conditioD 
and needs of the library, and the series of bibliographical re- 
ports begun by him, showing the strength of the library in 
all branches of literature ; his stated visits to the public 
libraries of other cities for the purpose of getting new ideas, — 
all these, it is to be hoped, will be the means of bringing 
about still greater improvements. An author-index to the 
printed catalogue of 1879, now in preparation, will, when 
finished, be still another improvement. 

Since July, I have visited the public libraries of the cities 
of Springfield, Salem, Newton, and Cambridge, and I have 
visited others where a less progressive spirit prevails than is 
found at those institutions. On the subject of these visits I 
have made elaborate reports to the Board of Trustees. The 
time, I think, was profitably and wisely spent, and much 
information was acquired, as well as many valuable sugges- 
tions received. The inspiration to renewed zeal in my own 
special work will make me, I trust, a still more valuable ser- 
vant to the public. 

Another feature of the year which is having an important 
ejSect is the purchase of sets of recent authors, whose works 
are already on our shelves, but scattered thoughout our col- 
lection, such as the works of Lowell, Holmes and others. 
These sets of complete works in their re-edited form — the 
last touches, perhaps, of their noted authors — with the 
addition, where necessary, of ample indexes, are much more 
valuable to our patrons than the older volumes, and their 
constant use shows the demand for just such editions. 

The bibliographical reports, just begun, exhibit a gratify- 
ing strength of the library in the lines already traversed. 
The standard of comparison is Sonnenschein's " 50,000 Best 
Books," a work indorsed by the American Library Associa- 
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tioD, and which, with all its deficiencies, is acknowledged to 
be the best available list of its kind. 

After these preliminary remarks I proceed to the usual 
statistics of the current year. 

The statistics of the year are as follows : — 

CIRCULATION. 

Total number of volumes issued for home use . 60,238 
Largest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

Saturday, April 4, 1891 .... fiOO 
Smallest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

Wednesday, August 12, 1891 ... 56 

Number of days the library was open . . 293 

Daily average delivery . • . . . 206 

CIRCULATION BY CLASSES 



Fiction . 

Juveniles 

Travels . 

History . 

Periodicals 

Biography 

Useful arts 

Poetry and drama 

Literature 

Social science . 

Religion 

•Natural science 

Fine arts 

Foreign languages 

Mental philosophy 

Dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc 

Public documents 

Total number of books issued 



34,453 

16,669 

1,488 

1,274 

1,178 

1,051 

842 

713 

675 

502 

431 

399 

384 

92 

66 

18 

3 

60,238 




i> librarian's RErOKT. 

Tho circulation, divided among the several months, hfl&. 
been : January, 6,593 ; February, 5,970 ; March, 6,521 ^^ 
April, 5,458; May, 4,554; June, 4,522; July, 2,779 - 
August, 4,177 ; September, 4,158 : October, 4,966 ; NoveuL 
ber, 5,0<)2 , December, 5,478. Total, 60,238. 

During the last two weeks of July, and the first day 
August, the lif)niry was closed for the annual vacation 
two weeks. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The number of volumes added to the library 

durin*; the year has been . . . . 1,7 

Number acquired !)y purchase, exclusive of 

renewals ....... r^^ -iO 

Number acquired by exchange .... -46 

Numl)er acquired by gift ..... t -» ^1 

Number of volumes of magazines bound . . ^>5 

Number of volumes in the library, including the 

additions of the pnst year .... 29, "• -^8 

Number of renewals of books discarded in this 

and former years ..... S^ J9 

Number discarded from being worn out in the 

circulation ...... '^ 

Number lost in the delivery of books for home 



PAMPHLETS. 



Number received during the past year 
Number previously reported 

Present total number 



12 
C34 



use ........ 

Numl)er of books bound ..... / 

Numl)er of the above bound from paper covers . •-^ 
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CONDITION AND ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The annaal examination of the books was begun March 
19y 18dl, and ended July 7, without interruption to the 
business of the library. J. C. Hanson assisted. The con- 
dition of the volumes as a whole is good. Of the seyenteen 
volumes reported missing at the examination of 1890, eight 
were found on the shelves and restored to their places. The 
number found missing in 1891 was twelye. The number 
lost through the delivery during the year is twelve. 

THE ADDITIONS OF THE CURRENT YEAR BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes added to the library during the 
current year by classes is as follows , arranged in order of 
number of each class : — 

Hon. E. D. Hay den's Library of Congressional books 
(class T) 430 ; fiction. 302 ; public documents, 185 ; periodi- 
cals, 123 ; biography, 119 ; juveniles, 88 ; literature, 85 ; 
history, 81 ; travels, 69 ; social science, 55 ; dictionaries, 
encyclopaedias, etc., 45 ; religion, 40 ; useful arts, 33 ; poetry 
and drama, 31 ; natural science, 27 ; fine arts, 19 ; mental 
philosophy, 8; foreign languages, 2; total, 1,742. 

NUMBER OP VOLUBfES IN THE LIBRARY, BY CLASSES. 

The number of volumes in each of the eighteen classes 
into which the library is divided, is as follows : — 



Fiction . 
Biography 
History . 
Public documents 
Periodicals 
Travels . 
Juveniles 
Religion . 



5,231 
3,225 

2,870 
2,348 
2,307 
2,082 
1,597 
1,565 



\ 
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Literature 

Social .science . 

P(M»trv and drama 

Natural science 

Useful arts 

Fine arts ... 

Dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc. 

Mr. Ilayden's Congressional hooks (class T) 

Foreign languages ..... 

Mental philosophy ..... 

Total number of volumes in the library 

RKGISTRATION. 

The account for the current year is as follows : 

Cards issued durin*r the vear . . . . 

Previously issued ...,., 
Whole registration ...... 

Number of cards renewed .... 

Notices seut of hooits overdue .... 




1,3 ~S1 
1. ^30 



CASH UECEIPTS. 

Tlic account of casii receipts for the year ending 
ItSDl, is as follows : — 
Amount on hand Jan. 1, 18U1 .... 

From fines ....... 

catalogues ... ... 

cards ....... 

sales of two Woburn Town Histories 
(Histories exchanged, five) 

Paid to City Treasurer ..... 
On hand Jan. 1, 181)2 



Dec. 5^1> 



114 
lift 
14^ 



$153^ 
|15"«- 



52 
90 
76 
65 
50 



tlb'T' 



33 

16 
17 

33 
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GIFTS. 

The list of gifts is appended to this report. It includes 
691 volumes and 285 pamphlets. Among the donors of the 
largest number are Hon. Edward D. Hayden, 490 volumes, 
including his library of Congressional books, 430 volumes, 
and John L. Parker, of Lynn, 53 volumes of Wobum news- 
papers ; Mr. Hayden's Congressional collection has been 
arranged as a separate class (class T of the library) and con- 
tains many valuable volumes in beautiful bindings; these 
with the immensely valuable series of the ^ Bebellion Beqord,'^ 
given by him (numbering many volumes) being the Official 
Records of the Union and Confederate armies during the War 
of the Rebellion, supplement admirably the large collection 
of United States government books we already have. An- 
other gift worthy of special mention is that of Edwin G. 
Ghampney, of Lexington, Mass., consisting of an autograph 
collection of 940 pieces gathered by his father, the late 
George M. Champney, the former librarian of the Woburn 
Public Library, and made with the intention of being given 
to this institution. 

ANNUAL BULLETIN. 

The annual bulletin of this year was printed by Messrs. 
Rockwell & Churchill of Boston. It is a pamphlet of 37 pages 
with 1,439 entries, exclusive of the indexes. It is in the 
same form as the.previous bulletin, with some slight improve- 
ments. The indexes were very much improved, and the 
result was a very satisfactory specimen of the printer's art. 



CATALOGUE OF 1879. 

An author-index, on cards of the general catalogue of 1879, 
is in progress, designed for use in the library only. The 
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result certainly will repay all the labor expended in its prep- 
amtion. It will answer as a temporary bridge until some* 
thing more elaborate can be attempted. 

THE LIBRARY AND SCHOOLS. 

There is no change in the cordial and satisfactory relations 
that exist between the teachers and pupils of the schools and 
the lil)rarian and his assistants, in the use of the library as 
an adjunct to the system of instruction. No doubt, all con- 
cerned derive a great benefit from the connection. The idea 
should not be lost sight of, however, that one important use 
of the books furnished by the library for reference is that of 
teaching young minds " how to look up a subject," in other 
words, how to use the dictionaries and encyclopaedias and 
other books in obtaining information on a particular topic ; 
and to etfcct this, it is not always necessary to give a child 
under twelve years a complex subject, when a simple one 
would do as well. Such words as the " eye," the "ear," or 
something similar, would be more useful than some set piece 
on "industry "or "modesty," or even something that can 
only be found in yesterday's newspapers. The finding of 
the originals of pseudonyms of noted writers is a useful 
and profitable exercise which we heartily commend. 

Now when it is remembered that these school children 
come to the library for information, not as one person, or as 
two or three, but sometimes as " legion," it would seem that: 
the work on the part of the librarians could be much simpli- 
fied and made easier, if the questions were always such 
are adapted to the child's ready and easy comprehension. 

With the pressure of other duties, the time of the severa-^=»i»^ 
librarians is rather limited for this work, and unnecessarit -^/ 
long lists of questions should be avoided. It is the busine^^ ss 
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of the library to furnish inforniiition on any mid all topics, 
and it is a source of regret if any go away without tinding 
what they want ; or go away discouraged before the force of 
librarians can do all they can to a8.sit5t them. These obser- 
vations, Imsed on actual experience, I tender to the teachers 
with the utmost courtesy and kinil feeling. I would not 
discourage them an iota in all that they are doing to help 
along this good cause of the "connection between the library 
and the public schools." 1 would not have them lessen their 
zeal, but I would have them, if 1 could, come oftener to the 
library themselves, and sec; what the child i en are doing, and 
how well they are performing their work ; to see if they are 
spending their time protital)ly there, and are not annoying 
others with their idle conversation or play. To see if they 
can suggest how the librarian and his force can better perform 
their duty in this directicm. Any su<r<i:estions oH'ered will be 
courteously received, and any itU'as advanced that will be 
the cause of improvement, will be gladly adopted with the 
sanction of the trustees, who wish to make this library as 
efficient as possible in all its parts. 

CARD OATALOGUK. 

This library, like many other larger libraries in the world, 
has on hand an amount of what is termed " old '' work. This 
**old work" in our case is the preparation of a complete card 
catalogue of the sixteen thousand volumes added to the 
library l>efore 1879, the dcKciency of which the author-index 
before alluded to as now in [uogress is temporarily intended 
to bridge over. It is true that many years ago, before the 
library was brought to its present building, a catalogue on 
c;ards was begun and continued until a few thousand cards 
were written, and these cards now remain and are, in their 
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pteseni unused condition, a '* monument of useless labor.'* 
Experts have told me that they might be worked into a new 
catalogue to advantage. But they were prepared on a plan 
now obsolete in public libraries, and something better can 
take their place. However this may be, it is certain that 
this work must be undertaken sometime, and by some 
one fully competent to bring it to a successful couclusion. 
It is an expensive work, and some one outside of the 
present libmry force should undertake it. When once 
begun it should be finished if it takes several years to do it. 
The new work of the library is sufficient to engage the time, 
energy, and faculties of the librarian to the utmost ; it is 
unceasing and constantly increasing with the increasing size 
of the library and its patronage. I would rather look for- 
ward than backward when the work to be done is considei'ed. 
As to the preparation of a copy of the completed card 
catalogue to be placed in the reading-room for the direct use 
of the pui)lic, as has been suggested, I should recommend 
that if such a thing be done, that the copy be made in type- 
writing entirely. As we are situated, I should hardly think 
such a copy would be necessary. But opinions may differ 
on that subject, as on many others. It is, no doubt, the 
duty of the library to furnish all the cataloguing facilities 
it can. As was well said recently by Mr. Houghton, Libra- 
rian of the Public Library of the large manufacturing city 
of Lynn, speaking before a meeting of librarians in Boston: 
"My experience goes to show that we need everything in 
the way of *a catalogue that we have. We need the printed 
catalogue, the manuscript catalogue, and the card catalogue ; 
to say nothing of the catalogues of other institutions or 
organizations. We must meet a felt want. We must have 
a catalogue for the learned and the unlearned. The needs 
of all sorts of minds must^be met. The trouble is not so 
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much with the kind of catalogue wc have, fur the people 
will find much more in anycatalomio than one would roai^on- 
ably think. But they say, if new-comers, that ' wo are not 
acquainted with your particular kind of calaloguo/ Evi- 
dently they have not mastered its intrii-acies. These, like 
any other problem tliey might meet, might i)e mastered with 
reasonable diligence or [)ains. If they cannot, with our 
personal help, master the catalogue, we must do the best 
we can ; we must make our catalogue as correct and clear as 
possible. After having done that, we must trust the rest to 
good luck or good fortune, if we succeed in satisfying the 
reasonable demands of all and every sort of person. I 
think that it is well to have printed, 'Directions for using 
the catalogue,' and liave them placed where thev can lie 
prominently seen, either in the catalogues ihem-ielves, or on 
the walls. A careful study of these would much sim])lify 
the difficulty of finding entries in the catMlogiu'sthemselv<\s." 
My impression of the above remarks is that the w^rds of 
Mr. Houghtim are expressive of thoughts of good common 
sense on this matter of the catalogue. They also show how 
bard it is to prepare a perfect catalogue and oiit^ that will 
suit everybody. 

CONCLUSION, 

I have endeavored thus in the foregoing remarks, to ex- 
I">Te8s the needs as well as the tiroin-ess of the library durin<; 
Hie current year. If, with the help I now liavc, I have 
=*iacceeded in securinji: even a sliirht advance nvov the success 
c^tf other years, 1 am thankful. I am grateful too, for the 
Ci^Dnsideration that has been shown me by the (lillerent com- 
•^^fc^ittees and trustees, under whom 1 have served durinir the 
<Xccade I have been the librarian. 

^ Respectfidly submitted, 

WILLIAM R. CIJTTKR, 

Librarian. 



LIST OF GIFTS, 1891. 



Abbott, Dr. yamiicl W., Waketield . 

Al8o a collection of old Woburu [)ro<{rummes, 

and a MS. list of books from cat^ilogue of 

British Museum, having reference to the 

name of Winn, 
^tna Life Insurance Co., and others, Hartford, 

Conn. ....... 

American Banker's Association, New York 

American Congregational Assn. 

American Society for Extension of University 

Teaching ....... 

Also periodical, UnivensUt/ Extension. 
Amherst College ...... 

Andrews, Henry L., " Loom and Shuttle." 
Andrews, Cutler & Co., a pamphlet edition of 

' Descrii)ti')n of Paintings in Art Gallery of 

Woburn Public Library." 
Atlanta University . 
Baker, Walter & Co., Dorchester 
Baxter, Sylvester, Boston 
Benton, J. H., Jr., Esq., Boston 
Bodleian Lil)rary, Oxford, Eng. 
Boston, CMty Messenger . 
Boston Dental College 
Bridge water State Normal School 
Bronson Lil)rary, Waterbury, Conn. 



Vok. Putt ^>km. 

1 



1 



2 

X 



1 

2 
1 
1 

1 



1 
2 
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Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. . 

Including balletins of music, etc. 
Brown University ...... 

Cambridge Public Library .... 

Carter, James C, New York .... 

Champney, Edwin G., Lexington, autograph 

collection of 940 pieces, made by his father, 

the late librarian, George M. thampney. 
Chicaoro Public Library ..... 

Including bulletins and catalogues. 
Cincinnati Public Library .... 

Cleveland Public Library .... 

Cobden Club 

Cole, Mrs. Chase ...... 

Converse, Parker L., Esq., one loggerhead and 

labels. 
Cook, Thomas & Son, New York 
Coolidge^ Baldwin, 6 photographs. 
Cutter, Charles A., Boston, proof sheets of 

library classification. 

Cutter, William R. 

Also YoutKs Companion. 

Day, Dr. Albert, Boston 

Denver Public Library ..... 

Also Bulletin. 
Eddy, James, Providence, R. I. 
Ellard, Franklin S., newspapers. 
Emerson, Rebecca, minerals. 
Fall River Public Library .... 

Fitz Public Library, Chelsea . . 
Friends' Bookstore, Philadelphia . . 
Georgetown University ..... 



Vols. Punph. 

5 

1 
2 
1 



16 

2 
1 
1 



1 
2 
1 
1 
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LIST OF GIFTS. 



Voli. Pimph. 



Givon, John T., wings of flying lish. 

Goodwin, George E., Burlington /orig. commis- 
sion of Jonathan Bowers, lieutenant, Jan. 
24, 1715. 

Green, Dr. »S:iniuel A., Boston 

Also circulars, a receipt of Middlesex Canal 
Stock and one Peabodv Medal. 

Griflis, Kev. William Elliolt, Boston . 

Hanimond, Winthrop ..... 
Also a dental key. 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 
Also T) nos. Seminary liecord. 

Harvard University ...... 

Haydcn, Hon. Edward 1). . . . . 

lnclu<ling over (>() volumes of the " Official 
Record of the Tnion and Confederate Armies 
during the War of the Rebellion," and his 
librarv of United States documents, about 
41)0 more. 

Hevey, Thomas D. . 

Hill, Mrs. Alice A., Sequachee, Tenn., 2 news- 
papers. 

Hilton, John P., Es(j., Charlestown . 

Iloar, Hon. George F., M. C. . . • • 

Hoboken, N. J., Pul)iic Library • • • 

Indianapolis Pui)lic Library • • • • 

Jameson, John, Esq. • • • • • 

Jorsey^City Public Library • • . • 
Also blanks. 

Johnson, Hon. Edward F. . • • • 
Also 1 newspa|)er. 



3 18 



1 
490 



1 
5 

1 



1 
1 
2 
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LIST OP OlWSi 

Lawrence Public Library . . . . . 

Also bulletin. 
Lee, Francis H., Esq., Salem, 1 view. 
Lowell Old Residents' Historical Association, 1 
newspaper ..... 

Lynn Public Library .... 

Maimonides Library, New York City 
Maiden Public Library .... 

Marlborough Public Library 
Massachusetts OflSce of Secretary of State 
Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor 
Massachusetts Free Public Library Commission 
Massachusetts Metropolitan Sewerage Commis- 
sion ....... 

Massachusetts State Board of Health 
Massachusetts State Library 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cru 

elty to Children 
Melrose Public Library 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Morse Institute Library, Natick 

New Bedford Public Library 

New Hampshire State Library . 

Newberry Library, Chicago 

Newburgh, N. Y., Free Library 

Newburyport Public Library 

Newark, N. J., Public Library 

Newton Free Library 

Nichols, F. W., Jr., Salem, 1 photograph. 

Oregon Immigration Board, Portland, Ore. 

Parker, John L., Lynn, Woburn newspapers 



17 
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1 



11 

2 
1 

3 
2 



1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 



53 
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LIST OF GCFTS. 
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Pcabody Institute, Pea!)0(ly 

Phinney, Robert J. W. 

Pollard, Hon. Joseph G. . 

Porter, Uev. Edward G., Lexington . 

Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Providence Public Library 

Kadtke, Lauckner & Co., New York, 2 framed 
pictures. 

Redw7)od Library and Athenanini, Newport, R. I. 

Richardson, Nathaniel A., Winchester. 1 broad- 
side. Statement of \Voburn town ex[)ense3, 
1814-181(1. 

St. Josejih, Mo., Public Library 

St. Louis, Mo., Public Library 

Salem Public Library .... 

San Francisco, Cal., Mercantile Library . 

San Francisco, Cal., Public Library . 

Seaman, W. IL, Washington, D. C. 

Searcy, Dr. J. T., Tuscaloosa, Ala. . 

Slafter, Rev. Kduiund F., Boston 

Slater, William H., 2 newspapers. 

Smith, Mrs. (luirles IL .... 

Society fc^r Psychical Research, London, Eng. 

Somerville Public Lil)rary 

Spear, Grace ...... 

Springfield Public Library 
Also BulleUn. 

Staples, Rev. Carlton A., Lexington 

Symmes, Joseph, che>l of obi tools, etc. 

Taunton Public Library 

Thompson, Jonathan, o documents and 1 manu- 
script. 



1 
1 
1 



1 



1 

I 



1 



2 
3 
1 



1 



1 
I 
3 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 



1 
1 
2 



1 
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Thompson, Leonard, 2 vols. (MS.) of United 
States Census of 1840 ; 2 maps ; 1 plan ; 1 
parcel of deeds ; also newspapers. 
Toronto, Canada, Public Library 
Troll, EHott F., Youth's Gompanion. 
Tofts College 

Also The TufUmian 
United States Adjutant-General's Office 
United States Agricultural Department 
United States Board on Geographic Names 
United States Bureau of Education . 
United States Bureau of Engineers • 
United States Bureau of Labor . 
United States Bureau of Ordnance 
United States Bureau of Pensions 
United States Coast and Goedetic Survey 
United States Fish Commission 
Unite<l States Geological Survey 
United States Interior Department 
United States Interstate Commerce Commission 
United States Smithsonian Institution 
United States State Department 
United States Treasury Department 
Vassar, John Guy, Poughkeepsie, 

ecutors .... 
Waites, Alfred, Worcester 
Waltham Public Library . 
Watertown Public Library 
'Vest Brookfield Public Library 

l^^hitney, Arthur E., Winchester 

Winchester Public Library 

Vinn, Henry, Esq., Boston 



19 
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N. Y., ex- 



4 
3 
1 

2 
2 
9 

45 
1 
2 



1 
9 
3 
3 



1 
6 

24 



9 

20 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
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VoU. Vmph^ 

Woburn Municipal Office , one document (see 
below). 

Worcester Public Library .... 3 

World's Columbian Exposition, Chicago . . 1 

Also a variety of other printed matter. 

Wyman, John, one old shoe (Rebecca Tot ting- 
ham's), and a piece of Coquina for antique 
department. 

Yale University ...... 

Youngman, Dr. David, Boston. 




NoTB. The document given by the Woburn Municipal Office is a copy o 
the will of Thomas James Selby, Esq., of Wavendon, alias Wanden, Coun 
of Buckingham, England. The will was dated Aug. 18, 1768, and amon; 
other matters, directions are given as to his burial, and concerning adver 
tisements to be published in the public papers for the purpose of flndin^^ 
his heirs at law. By the will a large property was devised to many per^ 
sons, and among them was one, Mrs. Elizabeth Howell, bom Foster, *' novT 
of Woburn [England]," and Mr. Richard Filkes, the elder, apothecary af 
'* Woburn, in the county of Bedford [England]." The will was proved at 
London, with a codicil, Dec. 22, 1772, and the copy was collated and exam- 
ined March 5, 1774. (December, 1772, fol. 82.) By a singular coincidence 
the copy here mentioned was found by a police officer in the street in 
Woburn, Massachusetts ! On the back of the document, which is hand- 
somely written. Is a pedigree of the descendants of John Selby, including 
the above Thomas James Selby, who was baptized Oct. 20, 1717, and buried 
Dec. 4, 1772. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
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WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



JOHN CUMMINGS, Presidint. 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN, Vice-President. 
JOHN G. MAGUIRE, CUrk. 

LEONARD THOMPSON. 

JOHN W. JOHNSON. 
JOHN M. HARLOW. 

OLIVER F. BRYANT. 

JAMES B. GILDAY. 

ALBERT THOMPSON 



Committee on Library and Art, 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN. JOHN M. HARLOW. 

ALBERT THOMPSON. JOHN W. jJOHNSON. 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 

Committee on Building and Grounds, 

LEONARD THOMPSON. \ OLIVER F. BRYANT. 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 

Committee on Finance, 
, JOHN CUMMINGS. JOHN W. JOHNSON. 

JAMES B. GILDAY. 



WILLIAM R. CUTTER Librarian, 

EMILY F. POLLARD Asst, Librarian. 

MARY COOLIDGE 2d Asst, Librarian. 

JOHN W. FRANCIS . . . . . . Janitor, 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF WOBURN 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To the rionarabk the Mayor and City Council of the city oj 
Wohum : — 

The Board of Trustees of the Woburn Public Library 
herewith present their annual report for the year 1892, this 
being their eighth annual report and the thirty-sixth since 
the founding of the library. 

Attention is first called to the accompanying report of the 
Board for a statement of the annual receipts and expendi- 
tures and the present investment of the funds, and to the 
report of the librarian for the condition and business of the 
library during the pmsperous year that has now closed. 
The special features that have been introduced into the 
management of the library proper are there detailed, with 
the statement of the various improvements that the trustees 
have made in the building during the year. The statistical 
history of the library since 1856, which forms one of the 
appendices to the report, will be found valuable for reference 
and of general interest to the public. 

The fact should not be lost sight of by the City Council 
that, according to one of the tables to be found in the 
sketch, the amount received from the dog license money for 
the support of the library has fallen off to a considerable 
extent in the last two years. Thus an increased amount 
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from the city is needed to meet this deficieDcy. The tms- 
tees, therefore, ask for the sum of twenty-five hundred dol- 
lars, with the dog license money, ns an appropriation tor the 
ensuing year. The trustees commend the zeal of all con- 
nected with the management of the library in the performance 
of their duties, and express their gratification at the success- 
ful results of the year. 



Per order, 



JOHN CUMMINGS. 
E. D. HAYDEN. 
LEONARD THOMPSON. 
J. M. HARLOW. 
O. F. BRYANT. 
J. W. JOHNSON. 
ALBERT THOMPSON. 
JAMES B. GILD AY. 
J. G. MAGDIRE. 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 

BalaDce of trust funds, Jan. 1, 1892 . 
Interest on City of Lynn bonds 

Town of Arlington bonds 
N. Y. & N. E. Railroad bonds 
Town of Woburn bonds . 
City of Fall River bonds 
Old Colony Railroad bonds 
Town of Wayland bonds 
Boston & Albany Railroad bonds 
City of Woburn bonds . 
Fitcbburg Railroad bonds 
Interest from Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank 

(to July 1) 

Interest from City of Woburn temporary loan 
note ....... 

Interest from John Johnson & Co. . 
Sent of land by Lucy M. Cole . 

Patrick Curran 
John Began 
Bent of tenement by James Kelleher 

Frank O'Brien . 
W. B. Cutter, binding book 
Bend paid by town of Arlington 

Boston & Albany Bailroad . 
Note paid by City of Woburn . 



same 
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$59,974 91 

60 00 

30 00 

600 00 

420 00 

300 00 

560 00 

50 00 

280 00 

80 00 

540 00 

182 80 

200 00 

21 00 

5 00 

30 00 

35 00 

126 00 

77 00 

1 75 

1,000 00 

8,000 00 

8,000 00 

2,000 00 



$82,573 46 



LIBBART TRUST FUNDS. 



EXFEin)ED. 

ADdrews, Cutler & Co., printing bulletin 

7Ac Ifewa 
Barker, E. G., sundries . 
Belcher, W. M. & Co., caligraph 
Boston Athenaeum, lists • 

Public Library bulletins 
Bo wen, James, labor 
Brigham, S. T., labor and stock 
Buel, J. Fred., labor and stock 
Caldwell, E., matting 
Carter, Sabra, map . 
Clarke, W. B. & Co., books 
Crocker, W. H., manure . 
Cupples, Jos. Geo., books 
Cutter Tower Co., typo wheel 
Cutter, W. R., books 
Davis, John B., labor 
Eaton, Charles H., labor . 
Estes & Lauriat, book 
Fowie, Geo. E., labor and stock 
Francis, Mrs. John W., labor 
Gorges Society, book 
Hanson, J. C, labor 
Haskell, Edw. H., paper . 
Hooper, Forest, plumbing 
Horton, Sparrow, periodicals 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor and stock 
Johnson, Edward F., books 
Johnson, Frank P., labor 
Kelleher, James, labor 

Amount carried forward 



$194 75 


2 00 


3 16 


100 00 


50 


2 40 


3 50 


158 53 


1 99 


8 00 


3 00 


1,174 49 


3 00 


6 00 


1 00 


4*00 


7 00 


8 85 


3 15 


99 70 


6 30 


4 00 


3 00 


9 96 


74 29 


229 01 


55 00 


9 50 


15 OO 


3 40 


2 00 



12,196 48 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount brought fortoard 
Lamb, Cyrus , sign .... 
Legg, F. W., framing 
Library Bureau, sundries . 
Littlefield, Geo. E., books 
Ma88«ichu8etts Historical Society, books 
Miller, W. M., & Co., book plates . 
Moran, T. T., labor . . 
Munroe, J. P., book 
O'Conneli, Daniel, manure 
Roberts, J. G. & Co., binding . 
Slater, W. H., labor and stock . 
Sleeper, T. E., labor and gravel 
Smith, C. E., sundries 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries . 
Thorp & Adams Mfg. Co., type wheel 
Torrey, Bright & Capen, matting 
Van Everen, P. F., numbers . 
Warren, M. R., boxes 
Webster, A. N., cloth 
White, C. A., book 
Whittier, F. L. & W. E., book 
Willoughby, E. K., labor 
Woburn Electric Light Company, lighting 
Income of $5,500 of trust fund, transferred to 

maintenance account .... 
Paid Woburn Five Cents Savinsrs Bank, invest 

meat ....... 

Paid City of WoburD, temporary loaD note, in 

vestment ...... 

Balance invested to new account 



$2,196 48 

2 25 

3 75 
34 78 

9 50 
6 00 

20 00 

6 70 

1 00 

6 00 

507 59 

53 39 
5 75 

10 75 

36 56 
1 15 

18 91 



1 
2 



90 
00 



S 75 





2 
2 



00 
50 
75 



35 25 

330 00 

11.000 00 

8,000 00 
60,264 75 



182,573 46 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 



Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1892 
Appropriated and assessed oy City of Woburn 
City of Wobum, dog tax .... 
William R. Cutter, catalogue, fines, etc. . 
Transfer from trust funds .... 



EXPENDED. 

American Library Association, fees 
Andrews, Cutler & Co., printing 

reports 
Brown, Herrick W., services . 
Brown, Philip M., services 
Buchanan, Clifton G., services . 
Buckman, Willis J., sundries . 
Buel, J. Frederick, labor and stock 
Carter, John R. &Co., coal and wood 
Coolidge, Mary, services . 
Cutter, William R., services 

expenses . 
DeLoriea, Frank J., services . 
Dow, Louis H., services . 
Ellis, J. M. & Co., street watering 
Ferguson, J. Berton, services . 
Francis, John W., services 
Gowing, Warren T., services . 
Ham, Frederick J., services 
Hanson, Clifford T., services . 



Aynotint carried fortcard 



$16 98 

1,800 00 

1,076 02 

106 24 

330 00 



$3,329 24 


$2 OO 


31 60 


10 50 


1 28 


20 90 


19 90 


2 22 


1 75 


364 6() 


183 37 


1,100 00 


52 11 


61 40 


3 93 


10 00 


11 60 


458 37 


6 48 


2 75 


9 00 



$2,35? 82 
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AmourU brought fonnoard 
Hart & Co. 9 expressing . 
HortoD, Sparrow, sundries 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, sawdust 
Johnson, Anna H., services 
Maguire, J. Leo, services 
Maguire, W. Frank, services 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Smith, C. Willard, sundries 
Smith, Riifus, labor . 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries 
Webster, A. N., stock 
Whitcher, A. W., stock . 
Woburn Electric Light Company, lighting 
Wobum Five Cents Savings Bank, box rent 
Woburn Gas Light Company, gas 
Wobum Water Board, water rates 



TRUST FUND, INVESTED AS FOLLOWS 

Wobum Water Bonds (orig. trast,) 6% 

Fitchburg Eailroad, 4 1/2% 

New York & New EnglandR. R., 

Old Colony Railroad, 7% 

City of Fall River, 6% . 

City of Lynn, 6% . 

Town of Way land, 5% . 

City of Wobum, 6% 

John Johnson & Co., note 

Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit 

Woburn First National Bank, deposit 



$2,353 82 
11 75 

3 81 
90 

10 18 

4 98 
8 90 

550 00 

75 

7 35 

24 44 

50 

50 

225 00 

5 00 
81 36 
40 00 

$3,329 24 

$6,000 00 

12,000 00 

10,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

700 00 

15,457 65 

107 10 



$60,264 75 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE, 

Clerk. 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs, Edward D. Hayden, John M. Harlow, Albert 
Thompson, John W. Johnson, and John G. Maguire, Com- 
mittee on Library and Art of the Wohum Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the fourteenth 
librarian's report of the library for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1892, being my eleventh annual report. 

administration. 

Early in the year a change in the age of applicants for 
cards, from fourteen to twelve years, was made by the trus- 
tees, and immediately a great number availed themselves of 
this new privilege, and an increase in the circulation of the 
books resulted. This increase was felt particularly in the 
month of March, when the greater number appeared to regis- 
ter. During this month there was an increase of 1,446 
volumes issued over the number of the previous month, and 
an increase of 1,077 over the corresponding month of the 
last year. Nearly 1,000 of these were juvenile books, show- 
ing that the increase was due to the change in the limit of 
age from fourteen to twelve years. 

Another change which was instituted by the librarian was 
the experiment of employing younger boys as runners on 
the library force, the number of hours' service for each indi- 
vidual being lessened for the whole. This, of course, led to 
the employment of a greater number, but the lessened num- 
ber of hours for each brought the expense within the re- 
quired limit. The experiment proved a success. The 
younger boys were active, energetic, and efficient. The 
members of the entire force came to their work always fresh 
and vigorous, and left it before they were excessively fa- 
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tigued. The speed in waiting upon patrons was increased 
by the change, and greater efficiency acquired. From the 
ranks of the younger boys vacancies in the higher grades 
can be filled by members of the force whose preliminary 
training is of great advantage in the higher position. 

A number of improvements in the existing card catalogue 
were made and finished during the year. These improve- 
ments were practically a revision of the work already per- 
formed, and which, for want of time, had been hitherto 
omitted. They consisted of the insertion of series and joint 
author cards, and also of added entry and analytical cards, 
the re-writing of poorly written and damaged cards, and the 
consolidation of others ; also of the addition of a great num- 
ber of bristol-board guides, with typewritten names. To 
Miss Coolidge, the second assistant librarian, much credit is 
due for the part she has taken in this work. In addition 
to this, 10,700 old catalogue cards were punctured for the 
insertion of rods. It is the intention to add such of these 
cards as are needed to the catalogue as soon as the work 
can be undertaken. 

In the middle of the year the index of authors for the 
general catalogue *of 1879, which was in progress when the 
report of last year was published, was completed, and the 
titles arranged in a case by themselves. As expected, its 
use has been of great assistance. This work was begun and 
completed by Miss Pollard, the first assistant librarian. 

The Caligraph writing machine, purchased during the 
year, has been a great addition to the working efficiency of 
the force. Since its accession the experiment has been tried 
of placing several copies of the monthly list of books, pre- 
pared by the manifolding process on this machine, on the 
reading-room tables. 

During the year many books, including some of our most 
valuable ones, have been repaired or rebound. The valua 
ble ones had been on the shelves of the library since th 



i 
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occupation of the present building, fourteen years ago, and 
having suffered from ordinary wear, and having, many of 
them, never been strongly bound, it was deemed unsafe to 
allow them to remain longer in a defective condition. An 
expert was therefore invited to examine the whole, and such 
ones as he advised were sent to be bound, and such ns 
would allow of being repaired, only, were sent away for that 
purpose. Their absence occasioned some anxiety for their 
siufety in ease of fire, but during the night they were 
deposited in a safe in the vicinity of the bindery, and when 
finished all were returned safely to the library, and in much 
better shape and condition than before. The estimated 
expense on the expensive works was one hundred dollars, 
and this amount was but little exceeded. 

During the year, in view of the approach of the ofreat city 
celebration, the rear room in the basement was thoroughly 
overhauled and rpany improvements added. Shelving for 
books and newspapers was placed on all but one side, and 
the shelves were immediately filled with books and other 
material. Much unarranged matter found in the room was 
properly disposed of during the process, and the room, with 
the adjoining one of the antique department, was handsomely 
painted white, together with the passages adjoining, and the 
two rooms were fitted for lighting with electricity. The 
articles in the antique department of the library proper were 
at the same time rearranged and relabelled, and two upright 
cases with glass doors were built against the walls and filled 
with curiosities. Provision for other matters relating to 
this department have been arranged for, and when these are 
completed the collection will compare favorably for value, 
interest, and usefulness with any similar collection in the 
State. ^ 

During the days of the city celebration the loan collection 
committee held an exhibition of rare merit in the rear room 
of the basement. 
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Id coDDectiofi with the improvemeiitB above described, the 
larger library rooms and the entry were improved by necet^ 
sary painting. 

During the month of February numbers on circular pieces 
of metal were placed on the pictures in the art gallery to aid 
persons in consulting a printed catalogue ot them, a contri- 
bution from the firm of Andrews, Cutler & Co. of this city. 
This publication is now exhausted, and it is a question 
whether, from the inquiries made, it would not be well to 
print another edition of it to be kept, either for sale or free 
distribution as may be decided by the library authoritie^i. 
The purloining of these numbers by irresponsible individuals 
has been a source of considerable annoyance, and the libra- 
rian has taken steps to detect and punish these offenders. 
It is also hoped that this public statement may be the means 
of preventing a recurrence of the theft. 

The purchase of forty-nine volumes of Greek and Latin 
texts and translations, at the request of the superintendent 
of public schools, was made at the beginning of the year, 
and the use has been enough to warrant the purchase. 

In my last report mention was made of the important 
effect on readers of the purchase of sets of recent authors, 
whose works are already on the shelves, but scattered 
throughout the collection, such as the works of LiOwelK 
Holmes, and others. The constant use of such showed the 
demand for jue>t such editions. The same demand seems to 
be extended to the new editions of still older writers, such 
as Dumas, Jane Austen, and others, issued in the inexpen- 
sive but elegant editions of some publishera. The public 
appear to like good type, good style, and good illustrations, 
and books which the reader would not read in small and 
poor type are eagerly sought for when presej^ted in attrac- 
tive form. The same remarks applied to the above authors 
might be applied to other standard authors, whose works 
would appear to belong to a past generation. 
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The librarian has also prepared, in accordance with the 
scheme inaugurated last year, several bibliographical reports 
for the use of the trustees, and in furtherance of the plan 
that he should visit libraries for the purpose of examining 
methods and improvements, he has visited the following : 
Maiden, Cambridge, Harvard University, Brookline, Law- 
rence, Worcester, Concord, Arlington (new building), and 
has also attended meetings of the Massachusetts Library 
Club, on which visits and meetings he has made elaborate 
written reports to the Board of Trustees of our own 
library. 

Among the remarks that might be made on the subject of 
administration, it might be said that during the two enforced 
absences of the librarian from serious illness, the affairs of 
the library were conducted in a satisfactory manner by his 
able assistants. 

CIRCULATION. 

While the changes and improvements mentioned under the 
head of administration have been carried out during the 
present year, the necessary business of the institution has 
gone on as usual. There has been an increase in the circu- 
lation of books for home use. and a good use of those which 
remain in the library. 

In relation to this latter use of books and articles in the 
library itself, it may be said that it is not so well understood 
or appreciated in its amount by the public at large as the 
matter of the distribution of the books throughout the city, 
because no account can be very well kept of it. There are 
many who come to the library for purposes of research 
alone, and no account is kept of this attendance, or of the 
number of t^oks, periodicals, or plans consulted in the 
reading rooms. Experience would lead us to believe that 
this use is fully equal to the number of books taken from the 
building throughout the year. It is a use which may benefit 
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the public even more than the actual taking away of the 
books, but of which, as another has said, '"the community 
seldom hears,*' referring, in that ctise, to the assistance ren- 
dered to specialists, students, scholars, and the press. This 
assistance is rendered here, perhaps, on a smaller scale than 
in the large city referred to, but nevertheless rendei'ed to 
the best extent of our ability. The resources of the library, 
too, are sufficiently full to satisfy most of the cases we have 
to meet, and it is here, perhaps, that the best skill of the 
librarian is exerted, aside from the selection of proper 
material to fill the library. A modest librarian would dis- 
like to state the number of questions he is asked, or the 
number of times he is applied to for information on all con- 
ceivable topics by calls of the kind just mentioned, nor 
would he desire to place an estimate on his value to the pub- 
lic by his skill in putting callers on the right track for infor- 
mation. He would rather others would put an estimate on 
his usefulness to them than to place such an estimation on 
himself. It is his duty to do his best on all occasions when 
a call is made on him for assistance. 

Another factor which affects the subject of the circula- 
tion is the replacement of the books. As others have found, 
so have we. It is not easy always to get the books, as some 
are out of print, and some are from obscure sources. Some 
are rather expensive, and others, perhaps, are hardly worth 
replacing. Still it is a duty to give the matter frequent 
attention, for many of these books are simply worn out in 
the service because of their popularity. During the year 
V e have given the matter reasonable attention. The depart- 
ment is in the immediate charge of Miss Pollard, whose 
long experience and excellent judgment in the necessities 
required in this particular work, have made her services 
very valuable. 

The statistics of the circulation for the past year are as 
follows : — 
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Total number of volumes issued for home use . 
Largest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

Saturday, March 19, 1892 
Smallest number delivered in one day, viz., on 

Wednesday, Sept. 21, 1892 . 
Number of days the library was open 
Daily average delivery 

CIRCULATION BY GLASSES 

Fiction . 

Juveniles 

Periodicals 

Travels . 

History . 

Biography 

Useful arts 

Poetry 

Literature 

Fine arts 

Social science 

Natural science 

Religion . 

Philosophy 

Foreign languages 

Dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc 

Public documents 

Number of books issued 

CIRCULATION BY MONTHS 



62,926 

630 

66 
291 
215 

34,655 

19,026 

1,472 

1,314 

1,151 

983 

818 

777 

639 

608 

587 

415 

358 

72 

38 

8 

5 

62,926 



' January, 5,746; February, 6,152; March, 7,598; April, 
6,280; May, 5,289; June, 4,578; July, 4,778; August, 
2,764; September, 4,331; October, 4,886; November, 
5,233 ; December, 5,291. 

During the first two weeks of August the library was 
closed for the annual vacation. 
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AGGESSrONS. 

The Dumber of additions to this department is greater 
than usual. The following are the statistics : — 
The number of volumes added to the library dur- 
ing the year has been 1,588 

Number acquired by purchase, exclusive of re- 
newals ....... 962 

Number acquired by exchange .... 2 

Number acquired by gift . . . ' . . 558 

Number of volumes of magazines bound . . 66 
Number of volumes in the library, including the 

additions of the past year .... 31 ,03(J- 

Number of renewals of books discarded ip this 

and former years ...... 136* 

Number discarded from beino: worn out in the 

circulation ....... 91 

Number lost in the delivery of books for home use 2" 

Number of books bound ..... 689 

Number of the above bound from paper covers . 143 

PAMPHLETS. 

Number received during the past year . . 356 

Number previously reported . . . . 6,131 



Present total number ..... 6,487 

THE ADDITIONS OF THE CURRENT TEAR BT CLASSES. 

The number of volumes added to the library during the 

current year by classes is as follows, arranged in order of 
number of each class : — 

Fiction ........ 293 

Public documents ...... 235 

Warren Academy Library .... 202 

Biography ....... 118 
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Juveniles ....... 101 

HUtory 81 

Periodicals ........ 79 

Travels 72 

Literature ....... f)3 

Social science ....... 51 

Natural science ...... 50 

Foreign languages 49 

Poetry ........ 41 

Fine arts 36 

Dictionaries,^encyclop8Bdias, etc. ... 35 

Useful arts 29 

Religion ....... 24 

Hon. E. D. Haydtn's Library of Congressional 

books 20 

Philosophy 9^ 



Total 1,588 

NUMBER OF VOLUMES IN THE LIBRARY, BT GLASSES. 

The number of volumes in each of the nineteen classes 
into which the library is divided, is as follows : — 

Fiction 5,524 

Biography ....... 3,343 

History 2,951 

Public documents 2,583 

Periodicals 2,386 

Travels 2,154 

Juveniles . . . . . • • 1,698 

Religion 1,589 

Literature ....... 1,504 

Social science ....... 1,325 

Poetrv 1,266 

Natural science ...... 1,238 



\ 
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Useful arts 


823 


Fine arts ....... 


815 


Dictionaries, encyclopeedias, etc. 


537 


Foreign languages 


453 


Mr. Hiiyden's Congressional Librarj' 


450 


Warren Academy Library . . . . 


202 


Philosophy ....... 


195 



Total number of volumes in the library . 



31,036 



REGISTRATION. 

The account for the current year is as follows : 

Cards issued during the year 
Previously issued 
Whole registration . 
]Vuml)er of cards renewed . 
Notices sent of books overdue 



585 

6,876 

7,461 

1,682 

81 



CASH RECEIPTS. 



The account of cash receipts for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1892, is as follows : — 



Amount on hand Jan. 1, 1892 . . . . 
From fines ....... 

Catalogues ...... 

Cards ....... 

Sales of fifteen Woburn Town Histories 
(including two exchanged) 
Sales of old paper, etc. . 



Paid to City Treasurer 
On hand Jan. 1, 1893 



$6 17 

102 03 

10 60 

8 75 

13 25 

82 

$141 52 

106 24 

35 28 
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CONDITION AND ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The object of this examination is principally to show what 
books in the usual course of business have disappeared, 
either through loss or misplacement. To this end a careful 
examination is made of the books on the shelves, which is 
begun and completed without interruption to the regular 
work of the library. The different books are compared with 
the titles found on the shelf-lists, and an account is taken of 
those that are out. A majority are easy to find, but a few 
ebide pursuit, either through errors in charging, or some 
unexplained cause. Eventually these are reduced to the 
smallest number, and that number is reported as the actual 
number missing or unaccounted for. At the same time the 
books which remain permanently on the shelves are exam- 
ined as to their condition, while those in circulation are 
examined when retained for repairs, or when returned to 
the shelves. The matter of the repair of an important num- 
ber of valuable books has already been mentioned in this 
report, under the heading of " Administration." We are 
pleased to state that the condition of most of the books is 
good. The annual examination of the current year was be- 
gun on Feb. 4, renewed on June 25, and continued till 
finished. The number found missing was 28. The number 
lost through the delivery during the year is two. 

GIFTS. 

The list of gifts is appended to this report (Appendix I). 
Owing to the exhibition held by the city in connection with 
the quarter-millennial celebration, a large number of relics 
exhibited in that were given to our antique department. A 
distinction, on account of their large number, is made in the 
list between those given to the library proper and those 
given to this department. The whole number is larger than 
usual. 
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annual bulletin. 

This publication was issued as usual, covering the period 
from Sept. 1, 1891, to Sept. 1, 1892, and as the nuraher of 
volumes added to the library during that period was un- 
usually large the work made a larger pamphlet also. About 
nineteen hundred volumes were recorded in a publication of 
forty pages, in the form that had been used the two previ- 
ous years, namely, with lists of fiction and juveniles, miscel- 
laneous classes following and ending with author and subject 
indexes. The work was issued from the press of our excel- 
lent local printers, Andrews, Cutler & Co., and is equal to 
the best ever done of a similar kind for us by that office. 

THE LIBRARY AND SCHOOLS. 

On this subject we have nothing further to oflfer beyond 
what has already been said in previous reports. The con- 
nection 'is still profitable to all concerned and we see no 
reason why it should not always continue so. 

THE CITY QUARTER-MILLENNIAL CELEBRATION. 

While this celebration was well carried out in its various 
features, the library bore its part by furnishing information to 
committees concerning similar celebrations in other places, 
and also to the press on the city's local history. On the two 
days of the celebration it received within its walls a great 
number of visitors. Here the city's invited guests and 
visiting strangers registered, — a number not less than 
seventeen hundred recording their names on blanks pre- 
pared for the purpose. These blanks have been bound into 
five volumes of ready reference and are the property of 
the library, where they will be preserved for future genera- 
tions. A very large number of persons visited the building 
in a continuous procession, especially upon the second day, 
— a number estimated to be in all about ten thousand. 
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In connection with this centennial year, a statistical his- 
tory of the library from the beginning is appended to this 
report. See Appendix II. 

PERIODICALS AND READING ROOM. 

The number of periodicals taken regularly by the library 
is forty-three. The names are given in Appendix III. 
There are, besides these, a number given by friends, or by 
persons interested in some particular subject. Of the latter 
no especial account has been kept. Several popular addi- 
tions have been made to the regular list during the year, 
which are noted in the appendix. The reading-rooms are 
well patronized. 

LIBRARY LAW. 

To the few who mutilate the books taken from the library 
or write in them needless or improper expressions, or create 
a disturbance in the library itself or on the grounds, it is our 
duty to state that the laws of Massachusetts are strict in 
their attention to these matters, and provide severe punish- 
ment for these offences against the law and order of this 
Commonwealth. See Statutes, Chapter 203, Sections 77, 
78, 79; 1883, Chapters 77, 81; 1885, Chapter 225, and 
others. The library authorities can detect these offenders 
and bring them to punishment, but in the place of severe 
measures, let a hint be sufficient to prevent such acts in the 
future. 

BOOKS. 

The library is well supplied with works on the science of 
books, — that is, of works teaching how to use books. There 
are the standard works, without enumeration of names, on 
the history of books and on the history of libraries. There 
are the guides to the best reading, so called. There are 
catalogues and lists and innumerable keys to the vast stores 
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of knowledge which literature can unlock. To this collec- 
tion there are constant additions, and the care of all inter- 
ested or responsible is to add daily what can be obtained, 
and this work with the perpetual growth of literature will 
continue forever. One can merely touch upon such a vast 
subject, for it is primarily the object of libraries to gather 
all the books published, to furnish quarters for them, and to 
arrange them so that they may be quickly found and made 
readily available for use by the public. Steps must always 
be taken for their preservation and the prevention of loss. 
The public must be interested in them, so that the greatest 
benefit may accrue from their use. In a public library many 
books must be furnished for amusement only, and many 
more for instruction ; many must be stored as permanent 
literature, not much read, to be true, but for valuable 
reference when needed, and to be kept for posterity. Such, 
in our feeble words, are a few of the great uses of a library. 
Let us see to it, that we, both trustees and librarian, are 
faithful to our trust in our day and generation, that when 
we are gone others equally as faithful may fill our places 
and carry on the great work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Ltbrarrian^ 
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LIST OF GIFTS, 1892. 

Voli. Pamph. 

United Stales: — 

Agricultural Department 7 

Board of Geographic Nanles 1 

Bureau of Education 2 8 

Engineers 6 

Navigation 1 

' Ordnance 1 

Pensions 1 

Census Office 3 

Civil Service Commission 4 3 

Coast and Geodetic Survey 6 1 

Congress, House of Representatives, two maps . . 89 2 

Fish Commission 1 

Interior Department 30 

Interstate Commerce Commission 2 

Patent Office 1 

State Department 1 18 

Treasury Department 3 1 

War Department ^ . . . 1 I 

Weather Bureau 1 18 

Smithsonian Institution 2 7 

Massachusetts : — 

Secretary of State's Office 9 3 

Bureau of Statistics of Labor 2 

School for the Feeble Minded at Waltham ... 1 

Trustees of Public Reservations 1 

Providence, R. I., Record Commissioners .... 1 1 

Woburn City Council 4 

Societies and Organizations: — 

American Society for the Extension of University Teach- 
ing, periodical. 
Boston Book Company, periodical. 

Boston Chamber of Commerce 1 



• 
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Vols. 



Societies and Organizations: — 

M road way Central Hotel, New York 
Fiwjt Corps of Cadets, M. V. M. . . 
Grand Army of the Republic, 24th National Encamp- 

Harris Palatial Car Company 

Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture . 

Massachusetts Woman Suffrage Association . 

National Civil Service Reform League 

Sunset Club, Chicago, III 

Vnlta Bureau, Washington, D. C 

Warren Academy Trustees . . * . 

Worcester Board of Trade, periodical. 

World's Columbian Exposition, a variety of printed mat- 
ter, mainly circulars. 
Collegiate Institutions: — 

Amherst College 

Hartford Theological Seminary 

Elarvard University 

Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y 

Tufts College, periodical. 

University of Chicago 

Denver, Col 

Pennsylvania 

Vermont 

Libraries: — 

Bodleian Library, England 

State Library of Ne# Hampshire 

Yale University Library 

Public, of 

Boston 

Brookline 

Brooklyn, N. Y 



1 



202 



2 
1 



Cambridge 



Chelsea 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Concord 

Denver, bulletin. 

Fall River 

Hopedale 

Jersey City, bulletin and periodical 



2 



2 

1 
2 
1 

1 



9 

1 
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Voli. Pamph. 

Libraries: — 

Lawrence, bulletin. 

Lynn 12 

Maiden 4 

Melrose 1 

Milwaukee 1 

l^ew Bedford 12 

New London 1 

Newburyport 1 

Newton • . . . . 1 

Providence 1 

St. Louis . . , •2 

Salem 2 

San Francisco 1 

Scranlon, Pa 2 

Springfield, bulletin ' . . 1 

Taunton 1 

Toronto 1 

Watertown 1 

West Brookfleld 1 

Winchester 1 

Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, Vt 3 

Maimonides Libniry, New York City 1 

Mercantile Library Association, St. Louis .... 1 

Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco ... 1 

Morse Institute, Natick 1 

Newberry Library, Chicago 1 

Peabody Institute, Danvers 1 

Redwood Library and Athenaeum, Newport ... 1 

Warren County Library, Monmouth, 111 1 

Individuals: — 

Abbott, Dr. Samuel W., Wakefield 2 

Adams, Charles Francis, Quincy 1 

Belknap, George E., Bear Admiral, U. S. N. . . . 1 

Blake, Mrs. Harriet 1 

Bray, C. £., Boston, periodical. 

Bremer, Dr. L., St Louis 1 

Brett, W. H., Cleveland 1 

Briggs, Mrs. Mary A 1 

Carter, Clara S 1 

Converse, Hon. Parker L, one plate .... 2 
Coolldge, Baldwin 



* 
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Voli. Pampfa^ . 

Individuals : — 

Coolidge, Mary 2 

Cummings, Hon. John 2 

Curtis, Mrs. M. E. S., Burlington, newspapers. 

Cutler, William R ^ 

Dow, Ellen M 1 

Eaton, VVilliam S., Concord U ^^2 

Ellard, Frank S., newspaper. 

Field, H, Hush, Easton, Pa 1 

Fuller, Alfred C, Cambridge 1 

Gordon, H. L., Chicago 1 

Gireen, Dr. Samuel A., Boston, one programme, one 

circular 3 31 

Hammond, Winthrop 1 

Harlow, Mrs. John M 2 

Hay den, Hon. Edward D 29 9 

Hevey, Thomas D 1 

Hosmer, Marian T 1 

Hunnewell, James F., Charlestown I 

Johnson, Hon. Edward F 10 7 

Pierce, E. A., and C. K. Conn 2 

Plumer, Nathan, brackets. 

Pollard, Hon. Joseph G 1 

Poole, Dr. William F., Chicago 1 

Pope, Col. A. A, Boston I 

Porter, Rev. Edward G., Boston ^ 

Remick, Henry P 6 ^ 

Sanborn, Frank B., Concord ^ 

Shaw, Ralph H., Billerica 1 

Smiih, Cassius C, Denver 1 

Smith, Hon. Henry H., Asst. Sec'y U. S. Treasury . . ^ 

Staples, Rev. Carleton A., Lexington .... ^ 

Stevens, Hon. M. T., M. C ^ 

Symonds, Mrs. Etta W 1 

Thompson, Edgar B., Chicago ^ 

Thompson, Hon. Edward E ^ 

Trull, Eliolt F 1 

Unknown 2 -^ 

W^alkcr, Hon. Joseph B., Coucord, N. H. ... 1 ^ ■ 

Wheeler, Rev. H. L., Burlington, Vt ^ 

Wood, Henry B., Boston 1 
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Donors to Antique Department and Local Collections. 

Brown, Herrick W., stone arrow head. 

Buck, Caroline, Wilmington, antlers. 

Carter, Sabra, Wilmington, deeds and family papers, a pigeon net and 
cages, and many domestic articles. 

Curtis, William H., oil portrait on tin. 

Cutter, Ephraim, M. D., New York City, a badge worn by the 
Woburn Cold Water Army, 1840* 

Cutter, William R., four old pictures. 

Cutter, Mrs. William R., tithing rod. 

Davis, John B., a mourning piece. 

Eaton, William S., Concord, programmes. 

Floyd, A. C, Washington, D. C, piece of coat worn by President 
Lincoln when assassinated, 1865; a cane made of wood from room 
in Williams College where President Garfield recited. 

Fowle, George W., Jamaica Plain, first copy of Woburn Journal^ 
1861. 

Friend, A, woodcarving. 

Frost, Mary A., a plate eighty years old. 

Green, Samuel A., M. D., Boston, certificate of Colonel Loammi 
Baldwin, 178^. 

Hayden, Hon. Edward D., uniform worn by Charles B. Winn in the 
Civil War, and other articles belonging to him or his family. 

Hayes, Ellen, bowie knife obtained by Daniel O'Connor while serv- 
ing in the Navy, 1861-1866. 

Jameson, John, badge of Cold Water Army, Lynn, 1840. 

Jaquith, Sabra J., Wilmington, a Boston State House plate, 1822. 

Johnson, David W., manuscript account of Gardner family. 

Leslie, J. Fred, tin coffee pot and spoon used by him in the War of 
the Rebellion when a prisoner in Belle Isle and Libby Prisons. 

Littlefield, Marcellus, the Cockerel banner, 1844, and Samuel Thomp- 
son's memorandum book. 

Page, Mrs. John F., an unrecorded deed, 1676. 

Richardson, Colonel A. L., old pattern camp lantern of Woburn 
Mechanic Phalanx. 

Rogers, Oliver W., Billerica, two broadsides. 

Roulo, William H., a cent of 1802. 

Shattuck, Nathan G., three daguerreotypes of the Bennett family. 
Sheldon, Henry, Wilmington, iron axle of 1816. 
Smith, Harriet S., an almanac of 1788, a will of 1746, and a large 
newspaper of 1841. 
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Staniels, Charles E., Concord, N. H., mauuscript list of descendants 

of Major Samuel Tay. 
Sutherland, Charles E., two lanterns used on the Wohum Branch 

Railroad. 
Thompson, L. Waldo, a pocket-book made of a drum head of the 

Revolution, a New England Primer, 1770, and a copy of the Child's 

Gospel Guide, 1847. 
Thompson, Waldo, Swampscott, thirty-three coins, including one 

Tine Tree piece, 1667. 
Thornton, Francis, six coins, — five Roman and one English. 
Wyer, Mrs. B. F., old programmes. 
Wyman, Mrs. Francis, Lexington, photograph. 
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STATISTICAL HISTORY OF THE LIBBARY SINCE 1856. 



While this is the quarter miileDnial year of Wobum, a reminiscent 
period in the city^s history, it is well to recall a few facts in the history 
of the library. A sketch of this nature has been already written in 
the pages of Lewis A Co.'s '* History of Middlesex County " (1890), 
and in the " New England Magazine " for February, 1890; and a num- 
ber of facts omitted in those sketches, of a more technical character, 
are included here, as of sufficient interest and value to be preserved. 

As is well known, the Wobum Public Library owes its existence to 
the liberality of Hon. Jonathan Bowers Winn. The history of his 
connection with the beginning of the enterprise is already told in the 
articles above referred to. The town accepted his offer of 8300 in 
March, 1855, and the sum of $300 was appropriated, to be added to 
his donation, to be used for the purchase of books. The selectmen 
were authorized to draw their order for sufch further sum as was 
needed to procure and fit up a room for the library, and seven persons 
were chosen a committee to complete its organization. The members 
of the committee were Jonathan Bowers Winn, Albert H. Nelson, 
Joshua P. Converse, Truman Rickard, Lewis L. Whitney, Josiah 
Linscott, and Albert Thompson. The room selected was in the Town 
Hall. The location was central, with a view to permanence, and the 
town, by its use, was freed from the payment of rent. Donations of 
books, in addition to those purchased, and the sum of $250, the avails 
of asocial party held in the Lyceum Hall, were added to the resources, 
and a printed catalogue of sixty pages (1856), including the titles of 
1,700 volumes, was issued. The library committee, on "Nov. 4, 1866, 
made a brief and partial report of their proceedings. In this they 
emphasize the fact that the library is to befree. About nine hundred 
citizens had then subscribed as takers of books, and 600 volumes were 
out all the time. The report recommended a library committee and 
an annual appropriation from the town. 

In 18o7 the town chose the above committee, being five of the first 
committee, and appropriated S200 for the purchase of books. The 
library was first opened for use on Aug. 20, 1856. The number of 
volumes taken out the first month was 975; the number taken during 
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the last month of that year (February, 1857) was 1,948. The number 
of volumes lost during the first year was three. 

A few events after the opening of the library are chronicled in the 
following order : — 

1865. — New catnlogue issued. Two supplements had to that date 
been issued. The legacy of $500 from Bowen Buckman became 
available. First printed report appeared, being four pages of the 
annual town report. 

1866. — Removal to Wade Block. Five hundred and twenty-five 
volumes from other libraries added. 

1871. — Money first received from the dog license fund. Supple- 
ment to catalogue issued, and in 1873 another. 

1875. — Legacies of $2,500 and $3,000 from the brothers, Jonathan 
B. Winn and Timothy Winn became available. 

1876. — The munificent bequest from Charles Bowers Winn became 
available by its acceptance (Feb. 17, 1876), and John Johnson, Parker 
L. Converse and Edward D. Hayden were appointed a committee on 
the part of the town to expend the money and execute the trust 
according to the intentions of the testator. 

The immediate receipts from the estate were: — 

From the executors, as legacy $140,000 00 

From the executors, as pictures 13,000 00 

rent of houses 14 00 

$153,014 00 
As a part of the residuary, to 1878, was received $12,000, 

which, with other receipts, enlarged the amount to . 177,479 00 
Against this account bills were paid for books ($18,375), 
real estate and construction of building ($79,519), and 
discount ($2,100), amounting to the sum of . . 09,994 00 

Leaving an unexpended balance (in 1878) of . $77,485 

The library was opened for use in its present building on May 1, 
1879, with the most favorable advantages of a fine building, a rare 
collection of books and pictures, a new catalogue and a large reserve 
fund, all the gift of its munificent donor and benefactor, Charles 
Bowers Winn. • 

In 1881 the first report of the town committee acting 
as trustees of the Charles B. Winn fund was made. To 
this date the total receipts had been .... $221,028 00 
And the expenditures by order of the committee . . 162,770 OO 

Leaving a balance of ' $58,257400 
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In 1885 the library was incorporated by a special act. Id 1886 the 
town coiuinittee acting as trustees of the Winn fund made their final 
report. Receipts, $227,107; expenditures, 8155,870. Deducting 
pictures and premiums, 821,173, a balance was left of 850,063, 6f 
invested funds. 

The following persons have served as officers of the library: — 

Library CommtWce. — Jonathan B. Winn,* 1857-1866; Albert H. 
Nelson,* 1^57, 1858; Joshua P. Converse,* 1857-1866; Truman 
Rickard* 1^57-1861; Lewis L. Whitney, 1857-1860, 1875, x876; 
Stephen Nichols,* 1858-1864; Eleazer J. Jenks, 1860-1864; Joseph 
G. Pollard, 1862-1880; Thomas Emerson, 1864-1871; George M. 
Champney,* 1804-1879; John Cummings, 1865-1876; Leonard Thomp- 
son, 1865-1885; Everett A. Thompson,* 1872-1878; Nathan Wyman,* 
1874-1882; Oliver F. Bryant, 1878-1885; Edward D. Hayden, 1879- 
1885; S. Franksford Trull, 1880-1885; George P. Bartlett, 1882-1885; 
Michael D. Murphy,* 1885. 

Trustees of the C. B. Winn Fund, 1870-1886. — John Johnson, 
Parker L. Converse, Edward D. Hayden, 

Library Trustees. — John Cumraings,t 1886-1892; Edward W. Hud- 
son,! 1885-1890; Edward D. Hayden,t 1886-1892; John G. Maguire.f 
1885-1892; Leonard Thompson,! 1885-1802; John M. Harlow ,t 1886- 
1892; Albert Thomp8(m,t 1886-1892; James H. Conway ,t 1886-1888; 
George P. BarUett,i 1886, 1887; Oliver F. Bryant,t 1887-1892; Mat- 
thew F. McDonnell,^ 1888-1891: John W. Johnson,! 1890-1892; 
James B. Gilday,t 1891, 1892. 

Librarians, — Lewis L. Whitney, 1856-1860; Llewellyn P. Davis, 
1860, 1801; Richard Y. Wiswell,* 1801, 1862; Ellen M. Dow, 1862- 
1869; Clara B. Woodberry, 1869-1871; Elizabeth H. Woodberry, 
1871-1878; George M. Champney,* 1879-1882; William R. Cutter, 
1882-1892. 

First Assistant Libranun. — Emily F. Pollard, 1879-1892. 

Second Assistant Librariaiii — Frank W. Gilcreast, 1879, 1880; 
Mary Coolidge, 1891, 1892.§ 

Janitor. — John W. Francis, 187S-1892. 



* Deceased. 

t Corporate members or members elected for life. 

X Elected by the people or by the Common Couucil. 

$ Many runners or pages have been employed from the opening of the library. To 
1870 one person only was regularly employed In the library administration. Yet occasional 
helpers are mentioned in the early history of the library, for instance, James G. Cole, 1869; 
O. F. Smith, 1800; Clara B. and Elizabeth H. Woodberry, before 1871. An assistant, name 
not mentioned, whs employed in 1861, 1871, 1873, and following years to 1878, the' compensa- 
tion being paid from the money received from tines. A complete list of these subordinates 
has not been kept, and no attempt to present the long list of runners will be satisfactory 
unless all are Included. 
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Total Volum?:8 in the Library by Years.* 



1867 
1868 
1869 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1866 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 



1,712 1870 

1,977 1871 

2,260 1872 

2,568 1873 

2,961 1874 

3,046 1875 

3,148t 1876 

3,248t 1877 

3,298t 1878 

3,298 1879 

3,399 1880 

3,507 1881 

3,669 

* Bound volames of pampbleti 



.3,884 
.4,341 
.4,811 
.6,309 
.6,778 
.6,429 
.7,096 
.7,668 
.8,008 
.8,233 
17,703 
18,633 



1882 19,635 

1883 20,370 

1884 21,334 

1886 22,296 

1886 23,426 

1887 24,330 

1888 25,187 

1888t 26,901 

1889 26,782 

1890 27,706 

1891 29,448 

1892 31,036 



are Incladed. f Estimated. X Second report. 



Pamphlets in Library Since 1870. 



1871 
1872, 
1873 
1874. 



303 

774 

911 

1,112 

1876 1,377 

1876 1,920 

1877 2,102 

1878 2,900 



1879 2,900 

1880 3,366 

1881 3,384 

1882 4,001 

1883 4,168 

1884 4,394 

1885 4,640 

1886 4,671 

X Second report. 



1887 4,830 

1888 5,003 

1888t 6,184 

1889 6,469 

1890 5,846 

1891 6,131 

1892 6,487 



Number of Persons Registered to Secure the Right to 
Take Books from the Library, by Years, with the 
Annual Circulation. 



Year. 

1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864. 



Persona. 

.1,205 



Circulation. 
Volumes. 



8,046 

....1,566 13,990 

....1,783 12,937 

....1,935 13,726 

.... • 15,012 

.... 114t 9,489t 

.... 120t 16,498 

.... 182t 16,640 



Year. 

1865 

1866, 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 



Persona. 



ClreolAtlon. 
Volamea. 



743 .14,300 

125t * 



126t 12,226 

780 8,866 

678 12,768 

688 12,876 

837 13,015 

947 16,229 



* Not reported, f Additional to a previous number. 



APPENDIX 11. 



37 



OlrenUfcioD. 
Te»r. PenoDi. Volumei. 

1873 1,248 .16,133 

1874 1,478 .17,466 

1876 1,664 20,460 

1876 1,909 21,707 

1877 2,104 26,711 

1878.: 2,326. 33,110 



1879 
1880. 
1881, 
1882. 

i8a3 



2,392 16,463t 

1,996§ 50,648 

2,463 67,776 

3,029 60,283 

3,394 69,176 



Year. 

1884.... 

1886.... 

1886... 

1887.... 

1888.... 

18881. . . 

1889.... 

1890.... 

1891.... 

1892.... 



Circulation. 
Persona. Volnmea. 

3,770 67,968 

.4,167 69,623 

4,486 68,146 

.4,877 66,890 

6,373 ..... .63,676 

.6,670 46,921t 

.6,129 67,760»* 

.6,496 60,968 

.6,876 60,238 

.7,461 62,926 



X Part of year only. $ Change in ay stem of regiatration. 
IT Second report. ** For thirteen niontha. 



Expenditure of the Library, by Years. 



1867 $1,306 23* 

1858 .... 436 73 

1869 386 68 

1860 639 29 

1861 474 031[ 

1862 260 13 

1863 300 16 

1864 300 62 

1866.. ;.. 302 16 

1866 66163 

1867 646 03t 

1868 660 81 

1869 624 14 



1870.... 


. $666 79 


1871.... 


. 966 89§ 


1872.... 


. 1,099 99 


1873.... 


. 1,354 67 


1874.... 


. 1,346 01 


1876.... 


. 1,630 88t 


1876.... 


. 1,668 29 


1877.... 


28,246 16** 


1878.... 


. 80,869 24 


1879.... 


36,743 69 


1880.... 


. 10,987 34 


1881.... 


. 6,498 91 



1882 $6,146 17 

1883 4,862 86 

1884 6,670 93 

1886 6,314 10 

1886 6,762 42 

1887 6,263 06 

1888 7,338 31 

1888tt..- 3,811 12 

1889 6,078 96 

1890 6,449 84 

1891 6,122 66 

1892 6,307 96§§ 



* Inolndlng expenae of aervice and fitting of room. 

t Thirty dollara income of Bncltman fund firat included in the aum. 

X Income of J. B. Winn and Timothy Winn legaciea firat included. Average amount 
of yearly income from the three funda, 1876, to preaent time, $860. 

§ Dog licenae money fimt included. 

IT Pine money firat accounted. The amount received waa leaa than fifty dollara annually 
till after 1871, and under oue hundred dollara annually till 1880. Since that date the average 
amount haa been $1M.92 annually. 

** Including, from thia point, expenditures from the C. B. Winn bequeat. 

tt Second report. 

§§ Part of year only. 
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Amount Received from Doo-License Money, by Years. 



1871 S441 16 



1872 

1873 

1874 

1876 

1876 

loiT 

1878 



625 80 
687 79 
676 76 
POl 42 
S26 66 
961 90 
822 49 



1879 S780 86 

1880 764 68 

1881 820 62 

1882 832 90 

:.QP8 869 36 

1884 907 92 

1886 1,044 11 

1886 1,237 91 

tt S«00Dd report. 



1887 $1,131 84 

1888 1,312 14 

1888tt 

1889 1,419 69 

1890 1,392 61 

1891 r,281 -20 

1892 1,076 02 



Expenditures from the C. B. Winn Bequest, by Years 

1883.... $1,841 04 1888tt 

1884.... 2,616 73 1889 . 

1885.... 2,141 35 1890.. 

1886.... 3,667 16 1891.. 

1887.... 2,239 38 1892.. 
1888.... 3,902 06 

tt Second report. §§ Part of year only. 



1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1882. 



$26,427 92 

79,180 06 

36,484 26 

8,263 33 

3,490 11 

2,186 87 



$1,330 45 
1,735 60 
2,788 22 
2,327 41 
2,978 71§§ 
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UST OF PERIODICALS TAKEN BY THE LIBRARY. 



American Architect. 

American Catholic Quarterly Be- 

view. 
American Journal of Medical 

Sciences. 
American Journal of Science. 
American Naturalist. 
Arena.* 
Art Amateur. 
Art Interchange.* 
Atlantic Monthly. 
Blackwood's Magazine. 
Catholic World. 
Century Magazine. 
Contemporary Review. 
Cosmopolitan.* 
Edinburgh Review. 
Education. 
Forum. 

Harper's Bazar. 
Harper's Monthly. 
Harper's Weekly. 
Harper's Young People. 
Independent. 



Library Journal. 

Litteirs Living Age. 

Magazine of American History. 

Nation. 

New England Historic and Genea- 
logical Register. 

New England Magazine. 

New World.* 

North American Review. 

Patent Office Gazette. 

Popular Science Monthly. 

Publishers' Weekly. 

Review of Reviews.* 

St. Nicholas. 

Scientific American. 

Scientific American Supplement. 

Scientific American. Architects' 
Edition. 

Scribner's Magazine. 

Westminster Review. 

Wide Awake. 

Woman's Journal. 

Youth's Companion. 



The library also procures in bound volumes: Babyland, Boy's Own 
Paper, English Illustrated Magazine, Girl's Own Paper, Our Little 
Ones, and Nursery, Outing, Pansy, and others. 



* Added during the current year. 



NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 



TRUSTEES 



WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRA] 



YEAH ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1893, 



THIETT-SEVEKTH AKTOAl, KEI'OKT OP TUB ISSTITnil 




WODIIRS : 

THE NEWS PHIKT. 

1891. 



NINTH ANNUAL EEPORT 



TRUSTEES 



WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY 



YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1893, 



TEIBIT-SETE5TH ANNDAL KEPOET OP THE HiSTITtTIOll. 




WOBURN r 

THE NEWS PRINT. 

1891. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 



OF THE 



WOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



JOHN CUMMINQS, President. * 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN. Viee- President, 
JOHN G. MAGUIRE, Clerk. 

LEONARD THOMPSON. 

JOHN W. JOHNSON. 
JOHN M. HARLOW. 

OLIVER F. BRYANT. 

JAMES B. GILDAY. 

ALBERT THOMPSON. 



Committee on Library and Art. 

EDWARD D. HAYDEN. JOHN M. HAKLOW. 

ALBERT THOMPSON. JOHN W. JOHNSON. 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 

Committee on Building and Grounds. 

LEONARD THOMPSON. OLIVER F. BRYANT. 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE. 

Committee on Finance. 

JOHN CUMMINGS. JOHN W. JOHNSON. 

JAMES B. GILDAY. 



« 



WILLIAM R. CUTTER Librarian. 

EMILY F. POLLARD Asst. Librarian. 

ANNIE WOOD 2d Asst. Librarian. 

JOHN W. FRANCIS Janitor. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF WOBURN 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To the Honorable^ the Mayor and City Council of Wobum : 

The Board of Trustees of the Wobum Public Library 
herewith present their report for the year 1893, being their 
ninth annual report, and their thirty-seventh since the found- 
ing of the Library. 

Attention is called to the accompanying report of the 
Board for a statement of receipts and expenditures, and 
present investment of the funds, and to 'the valuable report 
of the Librarian for the condition and business of the 
library during the past year. 

The special features that have been introduced into the 
management of the library are there detailed, with the state- 
ment of various improvements that have been made during 
the year. 

An increased amount from the City is needed to meet the 
necessary expenditures. The Trustees, therefore, ask the 
sum of twenty-two hundred dollars with the dog-license 
money as an appropriation for the ensuing year. The Trus- 
tees warmly commend the zeal of all connected with the 
management of the Library in the performance of their 
duties, and express their gratification at the successful result 

of the year. 

Per order, JOHN CUMMINGS, 

E. D. HAYDEN, 

LEONARD THOMPSON, 

J. M. HARLOW, 

0. F. BRYANT, 

J. W. JOHNSON, 

ALBERT THOMPSON, 

JAMES B. GILDAY, 

J. G. MAGUIRE, 

Trustees. 



LIBRARY TRDSI_FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance of trust fund, Jan. 1, 1893 . 

Interest on City of Lynn bond . 

N. Y. & N. E. Railroad bonds 
Town of Woburn bonds . 
City of Fall River bonds 
Old Colony Railroad bond 
Town of Wayland bond . 
Fitchburg Railroad bonds 

Interest from Woburn Five Cento Savings Bank 

City of Woburn, maturing bonds 

Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank . 

Rent of tenement by Frank O'Brien . 

James Kelleher 

Rent of land by Lucy M. Cole . 



EXPENDED. 

American Library Association, book 

Appleton, D. & Co., books 

Barker, E. Gerry, lumber 

Barnard, F. G. & Co., binding 

Belcher, W. M. & Co., typewriter materials 

Boston Book Company, periodicals . 

Boston Public Library, Bulletin 

Bowen, James, labor .... 

Buel, J. Frederick, labor and stock . 

Amount carried forward 



$60,264 75 

60 00 

600 00 

420 00 

300 00 

560 00 

50 00 

540 00 

509 14 

7,000 00 

9,000 00 

56 00 

70 00 

5 00 

$79,434 89 



$5 00 


18 


00 


5 


70 


424 


28 


1 


15 


5 


75 


2 


00 


1 


80 


16 


18 


. 1479 86 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amou7it brought fonoard 
Burnham, Antique Book Store, book 
Clark, John P., books 
Clarke, W. B. & Co., books . 
Conn, Horace N., insurance 
Cormack, H. C, books . 
Davis, John B., labor 
Donahoe's Magazine Company, periodical 
Estes & Lauriat, book 
Finn Brothers, labor 
Fowle, George E., labor . 
Goddard, S. B. & Son, insurance 
Gorges Society, book 
Greenough, W. A. & Co., book 

Gregory, E. J., insurance 

Hanson, C. T., services moving books 

Hanson, J. C, services moving books 

Harrington, C. H., labor . 

Haskell, Edward H., covering paper 

He88ling & Spielraeyer, book . 

Hill, Don Gleason, book . 

Horton, Sparrow, insurance 

Horton, Sparrow, periodicals . 

Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., book 

Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor and stock 

Keith, Charles P., book . 

Legg, F. W., album 

Lesquereux, Bessie R., books • 

Library Bureau, index cards 

Lincoln, Francis H., Treas., books ^ 

Littlefield, George E^ books . 

Livingston, B. T., book . 

Lynch, John, insurance • 



$479 86 
81 00 

3 75 
1,335 86 

160 00 

9 00 
5 50 
2 00 

2 50 
14 65 

4 13 
293 00 

3 50 

2 00 
220 00 

1 05 

3 00 

2 86 
9 96 
2 70 
2 00 

160 00 

131 57 

25 00 

10 60 
2 00 

1 60 
61 50 

9 50 

5 00 

48 30 

2 00 
80 00 



Amount carried forward 



$3,165 19 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount brought forward 
Massachusetts Historical Society, book 
Miller, Wm. M., & Co., book plates 
National Binder Co., binders • 
Nichols, Thomas P., books 
Parker, Gordon, photographs . 
Parker, Theo., book 
Pollard, Emily F., books . 
Porter, B. T. H., insurance . 
Potter, J. T., magazines . 
Quinn, Bernard, book 
Salem Press Record, periodical 
Schoenhof, Carl, book 
Smith, C. E., sundries 
Smith, C. Willard, show case . 
Taylor, C. H., photographs 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries • 
Tolman, Carl J., book 
Van Everen, P. F., library numbers 
Wallace, J. M., The News 
Wallace, J. M., printing bulletin 
Warren, M. R., paper 
Woburn Journal, subscription . 
Woburn Water Board, labor and stock 
Income of $5,500 of trust fund, transferred to 

maintenance account 
City of Woburn, investment . 
Balance invested to new account 



$3,165 


19 


3 00 


20 00 


9 


75 


1 


75 


2 


00 


3 


25 


31 


50 


293 


60 


5 


00 


4 


50 


3 


00 




94 


10 87 


8 


00 


2 


00 


44 


10 


4 50 


8 


67 


2 


00 


232 


75 


1 


00 


2 


00 


3 


60 


330 00 


16,000 00 


59,241 


92 


$79,434 89 



LIBRARY 3IA1NTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 



Appropriated and assessed by City ofWohurn, $2,700 00 

City of Woburn, dog tax ..... 1,133 26 

William R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, etc. . . 148 78 

Transfer from trust funds .... 330 00 



EXPENDED. 

American Librar}' Association, membership fees. 

Barker, E. Gerry, Jr., services 

Bartlett, Charles A. P., services 

Bowen, James, labor 

Brown, Herrick W., services . 

Buckman, Willis J., sundries . 

Burbeck, Benn T., services 

Carter, J. R., & Co., coal 

Connolly, Mary, labor 

Coolidge, Mary, services . 

Cutter, William R., services 

Cutter, William R., expenses . 

Davis, W. Frederic, Jr., services 

Dow, Louis H., services . 

Eaton, Charles H., services 

Ellis, A. C, street watering 

Ferguson, J. Berton, services . 

Francis, John W., services 

Gowing, Warren T., services . 

Amount carried forward 



$4,312 04 


$2 00 




90 


10 


65 


1 


40 


13 


17 


2 


60 


8 


85 


569 


77 


6 


60 


161 


50 


1,300 


00 


60 


77 


9 


45 


25 


70 


1 


00 


10 


00 


25 


25 


543 


62 


27 


85 


$2,781 


08 



b LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 

Amount brought forward 
Hanson, Clifford T., services 
Hart & Co., expressing . 
Horton, Sparrow, sundries 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, sawdust 
Johnson, Anna H., services 
Maguire, J. Leo, services 
Maguire, W. Frank, services 
Moran, T. T., repairing chairs 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Smith, C. Wiliard, sundries 
Smith, Rufus, labor 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries 
Wallace, John M., printing (mi 
Wallace, John M., printing reports . 
Whitcher, A. W., stock . 
Woburn Electric Light Co., lighting and 
Woburn Gas Light Co., gas and sundries 
Woburn Water Board, water rates . 
Wood, Annie, services 
Unexpended balance 



scellaneous) 



lamps 



$2,781 08 

18 85 

6 70 

92 

1 20 

15 00 
17 70 
27 45 

8 00 

G50 00 

1 26 

6 35 

16 63 
5 25 

21 75 

50 

396 15 

153 14 

40 00 

143 75 

36 

$4,312 04^ 



TRUST FUND, INVESTED AS FOLLOWS : 



Town of Way land, bond, five per cent 

Old Colony Railroad, bond, seven per cent 

City of Lynn, bond, six per cent 

Fitchburg Railroad, bonds, four aiid one half per 

City of Fall River, bonds, six per cent 
New York & New England Railroad, bonds, six 
per cent . 



$1,000 00 
8,000 00 
1,000 00 

12,000 00 
5,000 00 

10,000 00 



Amount carried foru-ard 



. $37,000 00 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



Amount brought forward . . . .$37,000 00 

City of Woburn, bonds, four per cent . . 16,000 00 

Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit . 6,000 00 

Woburn First National Bank, deposit . . 241 92 



$59,241 92 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN G. MAGUIRE, 

Clerk. 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Hayden, John M. Harlow, Albert 
Thompson, John W. Johnson, and John G. Maguire, Com- 
mittee on Library and Art of the Woburn Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the fifteenth 
librarian'^ report of the library for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1893, beino: my twelfth annual report. 

administration. 

The duties of the force at the present time are divided as 
follows: To the librarian, supervision, accounts, purchase 
of bookjt, cataloguing and delivery ; to the first assistant, 
cataloguing and delivery ; to the second assistant, repairing, 
typewriting, and delivery. During the year Miss Coolidge, 
who had served as second assistant, resigned to accept a 
position in the Boston Public Library, and Miss Annie Wood 
was elected to fill the vacancy. Miss Wood, having had 
experience under the librarianship of Mr. Champney, learned 
speedily her new duties, and vvas given all the repairing, in 
addition to the typewriting. Miss Pollard was thus able 
to give all the time she could spare from the delivery to 
cataloguing work. This has been a great, gain, as the 
amount of that work performed during the year will show. 
The young men employed as runners are useful only in the 
delivery, and when a sufficient number of them are in charge 
the attention of the regular force can be oriven to other 
work. The typewriting machine is still a desirable adjunct 
in conjunction with the bulletin stand. Titles of new books 
are now written with it upon cards, and these cards are ar- 
ranged alphabetically under headings in Rudolph card hold- 
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ers till the stand is full. The card holders on the stand are 
covered with a pane of thick glass, to prevent injury from 
handling or soiling the cards. The cards, when necessary, 
can be transferred from the stand to a Rudolph Indexer 
book, or other device of that company, and the same cards 
are used in the preparation of the printed bulletin which is 
issued at intervals by the librai'y. The adoption of thi:? 
scheme has saved the writing of one list, and thereby reduces 
the amount of writing one half. The Rudolph Indexer de- 
vices had their origin in California about one year ago. The 
company managing the affairs has its headquarters in Chi- 
cago. It is generally admitted by librarians that these 
inventions will speedily effect a revolution in the present 
manner of making catalogues. 

The Rudolph Indexer Company are employing the best 
talent in the country to perfect their devices, many of which 
they have still under process of improvement. I have cor- 
responded considerably with them, not in the way of extend- 
ing their business, but of benefiting ourselves, and I believe 
that we all may look for something astonishing from them 
in the way of advancement in library art. 

The issuing of printed catalogue cards from a central 
source is made possible by the printing machines now com- 
ing rapidly into use. These machines lessen the original 
cost materially, and the cooperation of institutions in pa- 
tronizing such schemes makes the business feature of the 
venture a success. 

The committee on library and art will soon be called upon 
to investigate the claims of the different concerns who are 
planning to undertake this very important and desirable 
thing. I have seen the proposals of three concerns in 
widely different sections, who design to print catalogue 
cards for the card catalogue as it now exists, or for any 
other system, such as the Rudolph already mentioned. The 
specimens I have received all have the merit of being printed 
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« 

in a good, clear, distinct type ; a larger type than that used 
in most catalogues. These titles are designed to be placed 
before the eyes of the public in the delivery room, or the 
public room where the catalogue is exhibited. There is a 
distinction between the public catalogue and the official cata- 
logue, the latter being the catalogue used by the officers of 
the library — such as ours now is — and kept, as the saying 
is, " behind the scenes."* 

The board of management of the Woburn Public Library 
have waited long for some such inventions, as these Rudolph 
devices and the printed card scheme promise to be, to make 
the administration of theu' catalogue department such as 
they would have it. 

The day is gone, it seems to me, of the large book cata- 
logue, superseded in a short time by the growth of additions 
which cannot be incorporated in its pages, with the enor- 
mous expense of money and time embraced in its printing 
and preparation. The schemes, I have described, are evi- 
dently a much cheaper substitute, with the advantage of 
including all entries to date. One may be disappointed not 
to be able to have the catalogue of all the books in a large 
library between the covers of a single book at home, but this 
disadvantage will be supplied in part by the bulletins of the 
newer books frequently issued, in which the current litera- 
ture will be found — which is all, experience tells us, most 
of the people are interested in. The serious and well- 
informed student prefers to consult the catalogue at the 
library itself, for he knows that in a publication issued only 
a few months, or years back, in a constantly growing collec- 
tion of books, many titles will be omitted, and, perhaps, the 
very ones he wants, because they were added since the pub- 
lication appeared. 



♦ It is not considered practicable, for various reasons, to place the ordi- 
nary card catalogue case outside the delivery desk here. 
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Now, in the catalogue schemes, such as I have meDtioDed, 
everything will be kept up to date and it will only be neces- 
sary to visit the library to find all that the library has on 
any subject, and this in the public catalogue. 

Moreover, in relation to the ordinary book form of cata- 
logue the sales, especially of old issues, have not been a 
success. A very small part of the number printed has been 
disposed of, and, even if given away, it is doubtful, accord- 
ing to the experience with other city documents, if they 
would be more generally taken than they are here. The 
fact is that the majority of the patrons prefer the more recent 
books. I would, therefore, recommend in view of this inter- 
est in the newer literature that our bulletin of accessions be 
hereafter changed from an annual to a quarterly publication, 
and that a lesser number be printed, if the demand is not 
greater than it is. A more frequent publication could be 
made less elaborate, and hence cheaper. It could certainly 
be sold at a less price and might, if thought best, be given 
away. The more frequent publication, too, will conform better 
to the scheme I have inaugurated of placing titles on the 
bulletin stand, and will coincide vvell with the new devices 
which in time may be adoi)ted. 

One aim I have had in making these remarks is to show 
to some who have inquired concerning the reason of certain 
of our methods, that the management are conscious of the 
deficiencies, ond have their eyes open to such improvements 
as may arise in the circle of the library profession. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The number of volumes now in the library is 32,309. 
The number added during the year is 1,434. An important 
addition was the purchase of a copy of the original edition 
of the *' Wonder- Working Providence " of Capt. Edward 
Johnson, of Woburn, which was published in London in 
1654, and was secured for the library at a cost of eightj'-one 
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dollars. This rare book by a principal founder of the town 
of Woburn is now universally acknowledged to be one of 
the most notable contributions to the history of New England 
ever made, and is especially important to Woburn, since it 
gives a very full account of the early settlement of this place. 
There is, also, in the volume, a full account of the early cus- 
toms of the country, perhaps the fullest ever written and 
published by a contemporary writer. The history of this 
particular copy is given in an article inserted in the appendix 
to this report. 

The number of pamphlets added to the library during the 
year is 401. The present total number is 6,888. 

The number of manuscripts is about 5,000. A few addi- 
tions by gift, comprising local documents, have been accepted 
during the year, and the same may be said of the museum 
of antique furniture and curiosities in the badement. These 
additions are acknowledged in the appendix. 

CIRCULATION. 

The circulation of volumes for home use has been 58,595, 
against 62,926 for the previous year. The difference is due 
to the absence of many families at the World's Fair and also 
to the circumstance that at the beginning of the year 1892 a 
change was made in the age of applicants for cards, from 
fourteen to twelve years, which resulted in an immediate in- 
crease in the circulation among juvenile readers, but which, 
after the interest had subsided, fell off in amount, and has 
not perceptibly affected the aggregate result since. The 
number of those who frequent the library to consult books 
or to read without taking any away, does not appear to be 
any less. 

REGISTRATION. 

The number of new card-takers added during the year has 
been 439, and the whole number is now 7,900. 
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RECEIPTS FROM FINES AND OTFIER SOURCES. 

The amount paid to the City Treasurer from the money 
received from fines, sales of catalogues, etc., has been 
$148.78, and the balance remaining on hand is $4.42. 

The fuller statistics relating to accessions, circulation, 
registration, and cash receipts are placed in the appendix. 

ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The result of the annual examination for 1893 is : missing 
from the shelves, through loss or misplacement, thirty- 
seven ; lost through the delivery, three. Of all the losses, 
two volumes only are serious. Of those reported missing a 
year ago several were found in the library during the exam- 
ination and returned to their places. When the hooks are 
transferred to the new shelving specially prepared in another 
apartment of the library, it is expected a large number of 
the missing will be found during the alterations. 

GIFTS. 

The list of gifts will be found in the appendix to this 
report. 

BULLETIN. 

About Oct. 1 a bulletin of fifty pages was issued, includ- 
ing all the accessions for the year ending Sept. 1. In 
another part of this report it is recommended to change this 
publication from an annual to a quarterly issue. 

CATALOGUE. 

The year has been remarkable for a great advance in the 
amount of cataloguing work accomplished. The 10,700 
cards which were written in 1877-78 by Miss M. B. Mer- 
iam, expert, have been numbered, verified, and added to 
the catalogue. A year ago these cards were perforated for 
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the rods, and the work was mentioned in the annual report. 
The number of volumes included in Miss Meriam's cata- 
loguing was about six thousand, and the whole number 
included in the cataloguing to date is about twenty-five 
thousand. The number remaining to be included is about 
eight thousand volumes, of the older part of the library.* 
Most of the high-cost books were catalogued in Miss Mer- 
iam's work, and this being of a high order, its addition to 
the exibting catalogue greatly increases the value of the 
accumulation of cards already made. 

The labor on Miss Meriam's cards during the present year 
lasted several months, and on the completion of the work 
the force turned its attention to several classes in the library 
and was able before the year closed to finish the work on 
them. The completed work on this catalogue includes all 
the additions to the library since 1879, and everything in 
the classes of fine arts, foreign languages, encyclopedias, 
public documents, periodicals, and four classes in science, 
besides two special libraries and the Shakespeare collection. 
There remain to be completed the classes of history, travels, 
biography, fiction, juveniles, literature, poetry, and re- 
ligion. 

During the year I have visited, among other libraries, the 
Public Library at Chicago and the World's Fair Library 
exhibit, the library of Yale University, the new building of 
the Boston Public Library, and the new building of the 
Public Library at Lowell. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM R. CUTTER, 

Librarian, 



♦Or, more exactly, 7,689. 
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A QUAINT OLD BOOK. 



Rare Copy of Johnson's " Wonder- Working Providenoe." 



How the Volume waa Obtained for the Wohurn Public Library — 
Its Inestimable Value to New England History — PrinUd 239 
Years Ago — Interesting Correspondence, 

The Public Library of Wobum is the fortunate possessor of a rare 
volume which has recently been added to its collection. This volume 
was printed two hundred and thirty-nine years ago, and has an 
unusual value to the city of Woburn, because it was written by 
Edward Johnson, the leading founder of the infant town when it was 
settled in the New England wilderness two hundred and fifty years 
ago. 

It is also valuable as a principal authority on the history of New 
England during the first half century of its existence, not to mention 
its quaint and unique form of expression ; and it has been found to be 
so valuable as a history that it has been frequently quoted in the past, 
and hardly a town or local history of the older section of New Eng- 
land has been published without frequent citations from the work. 

The Woburn Library Trustees feel, therefore, that they are justified 
in paying the price, eighty-one dollars, required for the purchase of 
the work.* The book is about 1\ by 5 inches square. It contains 
two hundred and forty pages of reading matter and is in the original 
calf binding, gilt back. The corners of a few pages at the end are 
slightly mutilated, but otherwise it is in good condition. Its titlepage 
reads as follows: — 

** History | of | New England. | From the English planting in the 
Yeere | 1628. untill the Yeere 1652. | Declaring the form of their 



* A copy for sale in New York, during the current month, March, 1S94, the 
time this report is printed, is priced at $125. Other copies have sold for $115, 
$110, and $150. 
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Government, | Civill, Military, and Ecclesiaslique. Their wars with 
I the Indians, their Troubles with the Gortonists, | and other Here- 
tiques. Their manner of gathering | of Churches, the commodities of 
the Country, | and description of the principall Towns | and Havens, 
with the great encou- Iragements to increase Trade | betwixt them 
and old | England. | With the names of all their Govemours, Mag- 
istrates, I and eminent Mmisters. || — || LONDON. | Printed for Nath: 
Brooke at the Angel in Corn-hill. 1654." 

Two texts from Psalm, cvii. 24 and cxi. 2, are omitted in the above 
description of the title. 

With this special copy are preserved three letters[which show its 
history since 1810. 

On the fly leaf, opposite the titlepage, this statement is written : 
*' Bought in London in the year 1810 for 7s. sterling." 

The following are copies of the letters which show that the copy 
was purchased, it is supposed, in London, in 1810, by Hev. Dr. Thad- 
deus M. Harris, of Dorchester, Mass., for Bev. Dr. Abiel Holmes, 
minister of Cambridge, the celebrated American annalist, and father 
of the poet, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, and that Rev. Charles W. 
Upham, of Salem, the son-in-law of Dr. Holmes, gave it to Gov. Samuel 
T. Armstrong, of Boston, who prized it highly, because his wife was a 
descendant of the author. 

From Gov. Armstrong's possession it passed to that of his neighbor 
T. O. H. P. Bumham, ihjB well known antiquarian bookseller, from 
whose representatives it passed to the trustees of the Woburn Public 
Library. Thus its history for a considerable period is distinctly traced. 

The book also contains the name ♦* Holmes " printed with the pen 
on the back of the cover, and sundry memoranda are made on the 
covers, evidently in the handwriting of Dr. Abiel Holmes, the 
annalist. 

The first letter, by Rev. Samuel Sewall, is as follows: — 

Burlington, January 27, 1849. 

Hon^d Sir, — Yours of the 24th was received the last evening; and 
I cheerfully embrace the earliest opportunity to reply. 

Your lady is indeed, as you suppose, a descendant of Capt. Edward 
Johnson, the author of the '* Wonder-working Providence of Zion's 
Sa\iour," and a principal founder of the town and church of Woburn, 
in which this town was once comprehended. She is a descendant of 
the sixth generation from him in the following line of descent, viz.: 
(1) William Johnson, Esq., born in England, and a member of the 
Colony Board of Assistants for Massachusetts. (2) Ebenezer, of this 
once Precinct of W^oburn, who headed the petition ior its incorpora- 
tion. (3) William. (4) William. (6) Abigail Walker. (6) Abigail 
Armstrong. 
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I know of no copy of the above mentioned work for sale. I bor- 
rowed one of Rev. i)r. Holmes of Cambridge many years since; and 
through the kind indulsrence of Rev. Mr. Upham of Salem, his son-in- 
law, i still retain it. Whether he would be willing to part with it, I 
cannot say. If he were willing to relinquish the propriety of it to 
Your Honour, I will readily arid promply return it to you. It is a 
copy of the first edition of the work published in London, 1654, and 
purchased in that city for 7s. sterling in 1810 for Rev. Dr. Holmes, by 
Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester, I presume. * • • 

Very respectfully yours. 

Dear Sir, 

Samuel Sewall. 
Hon. Samuel T. Armstrong. 

Rev.- Samuel Sewall was the minister of the single church in the 
little town of Burlington, adjoining Woburn, and the author of the 
" History of Woburn," on which he was engaged for many years. 

Hon. Samuel T. Armstrong, of Boston, was a well-known book-seller 
and Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts, and Governor to fill a 
vacancy. He made a fortune in his business, and had no children. 

The following letter of Rev. Charles W. Upham will show how 
Gov. Armstrong came in the possession of the book: — 

Salem, Jan. 27, 1849. 
Hon. S. T. Armstrong : 

Dear Sir^ — It will give me the greatest pleasure to supply you with 
the copy, of which you speak, of the work of Mrs. Armstrong's 
ancestor. I beg her to accept it as a present from me. When Mr. 
Sewall has done with it, you will receive it as the rightful owner from 
his hands. 

With the highest respect. 

Your friend, 

Charles W. Upham. 

Rev. Charles W. Upham was ihe author of a well known work on 
the Salem witchcraft delusion. 

In another letter (Feb. 28, 1849) Rev. Mr. Sewall speaks of a call 
he intended to make on his Honor, Gov. Armstrong, when he would 
bring the rare volume with him. The Governor thought of visiting 
England again with Mrs. Armstrong, and of going to Heme Hill, to 
obtain information regarding Capt. Johnson, the author of the book, 
who came from there. If he went, Mr. Sewall wished him to help 
him to learn something further of the Sewalls in England. Mr. 
Sewall says he had long been engaged in writing a history of Woburn 
in the form of lectures, eight or nine of them having been delivered 
in Woburn at different times, bringing down the history to 1754. 



APPENDIX I. 21 

In two of these lectures he had given a somewhat minute account 
of Capt. Edward Johnson, and of his son, William Johnson, both dis- 
tinguished characters in the history of Massachusetts, as well as of 
Wobum. The letter closes with these words: '* Hoping the next 
week to see you, Dear Sir, and your Lady at your own house, I remain, 
very respectfully yours, Samuel Sewall." 

To ^' Hon. Samuel T. Armstrong, Boston, Mass." 

Pasted on the cover of the book is an advertisement of proposals 
for a new edition of the work in the last century, which adds greatly 
to the interest of this particular copy. 

Unfortunately the advertisement was cut from the newspaper with- 
out preserving the name of the paper or the date when issued. It 
was proposed to reprint the book by subscription. The advertisement 
gives the full title of the work, and the running title which gives the 
book its best known name, ** The Wonder- Working Providence," etc. 

A paragraph from a well known contemporaneous work, describing 
^its authorship, is quoted from Prince's " Chronological History." 
Then follows the statement that the work is to contain about twenty 
sheets in octavo, to be printed on good paper and in a good character. 
The price was half a dollar a copy. Those who subscribed for six, 
had a seventh gratis. 

John Draper received subscriptions in Cornhill, or at the printing 
office in Newbury Street, Boston. The ministers and others, ^' in this 
and the neighboring governments," were furnished with subscription 
papers, but what success attended this publication we do not know. 

The latest edition issued of the work is one published at Andover, 
Mass., in 1837. 

By the courtesy of Mr. W. R. Cutter, the librarian of the Woburn 
Public Library, a Herald reporter was shown the original copy of 
this ancient work, in the library's possession .— The Boston Herald, 
ApHl 14, 1893.* 

* The older law books in the Woburii Public Library form the subject of au 
article by the local representative, which appeared in the Boston Herald of Jan. 
14, 189-1, before thid report was printed. Reference was made more particularly 
to the old volume of 1672, which the library possesses, and two columns of de- 
scription and extracts were ^ven. 
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CIRCULATION, ACCESSIONS, ETC. 



CIRCUUkTION. 



Days the library was open 292 

Volumes delivered for borne use 58,5d5 

Average daily use 201 

Largest daily use (Feb. 11) 575 

Smallest daily use (May 24) 08 

Average weekly use 1,206 

Largest weekly use (Feb. 27 -March 4) 1,544 

Smallest weekly use (June 11-18) 865 

Volumes lost and not paid for 3 

Volumes worn out and withdrawn 101 

Mail notices for overdue books 0* 

Messenger sent for overdue books 189 

Names registered during the year 439 

Total number registered 7,900 

Cards renewed 1,620 



* Owing to a law regarding matter on postal cards, it was thought unsafe to 
send our notice, as printed on postal cards, any longer, and tlie system was given 
up. The substitution of the messenger for such work has proved equally as 
effective, and even better. 
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CLASSIFICATION AND USE. 



CLA88. 



Fiction 

Biography 

History 

Pablic Documents . 

Periodicals 

Travels 

Juveniles 

Religion 

Literature 

Social Science. ... 

Poetry 

Natural Science . . . 

Useful Arts 

Fine Arts 

General Works. ... 
Foreign Languages 

Congressioual 

Warren Academy. . 
Philosophy 

Totals 



Voluroei 

in Library 

Dec. 31, 

1802. 



Added. 



5,524 
3,343 
2,951 
2,583 
2,386 

2,154 

I 
1,698 

1,589 

1,504 

I 

I 

1,325 ; 

1,266 ; 

1,238 ' 
823 , 
815 
537 
453 
450 
202 
195 



370 

139 

85 

107 

115 

53 

130 

26 

68 

67 

SO 

88 

31 

60 

100 

13 



With, 
drawn. 



12 



63 



9 



28 



Volume! 

In Library 

Dec. 31, 

1803. 



31 036 1,434 101 



5,831 

3,482 

3,036 

2,690 

2,492 

2,207 

1,800 

1,615 

1,572 

1,392 

1,296 

1,276 

853 

865 

637 

46G 

450 

20i 

207 



Volames 
iMued. 



82,369 



38,687 

790 

923 

4 

1,267 

1,068 

16,864 

275 

572 

537 

623 

503 

800 

520 

13 

71 



PerOeat 

of 
drenlation. 



t57.49 

1.37 

1.58 

.006 

2.11 

1.82 

t28.78 

.47 

.98 

.93 

1.06 

.87 

1.36 

.90 

.022 

.121 



78 



58,595 



.131 



100. 



t Or Fiction and Juveniles together, 86.27 per cent. 



24 
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ACCEasiONS. 



Number of volumes in the library, Dec. 31, 1892 

Added by purchase 

Added by gift 



Total added 
Withdrawn 



31,036 



1,190 
244 

1,434 
101 



Net gain 1,333 



Number of volumes in the library, Dec. 31, 1893 . 

Volumes renewed 

Volumes bound 



32,369 

73 

534 



CASH RECEIPTS. 



Amount on hand, Jan. 1, 1893 

Received from fines 

Catalogues .... 

Cards 

Sales of Woburn Town History 
Old paper 

Remittance on expense of recovery 
book 

Unclaimed purses found in library 

Omission in account of last year 



of 



a lost 



Paid to Citv Treasurer 
On hand January 1, 1894 . 



#35 28 

97 64 
7 70 
660 
300 
1 60 

45 
43 

.jO 

#153 20 

$148 78 

4 42 



#15::; -3) 



• <- 
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LIST OF GIFTS, 1893. 



United States: — 

Agricultural Department . 

Bureau of Education 
Engineers . 
Labor 

Census Office .... 

Coast and Geodetic Survey 

Congress 

Fish Commission 

Geological Survey 

Indian Bureau .... 

Interstate Commerce Commission 

Patent Office, Gazette 

Smithsonian Institution 

State Department . ^ . 

Treasury Department 

War Department 

Weather Bureau 
Massachusetts : — 

Secretary of State's Office . 

Free Public Library Commission 

Record Commission . 

Trustees of Public Reservations 
Boston Record Commissioners 
Chicago, City of . 
Providence Record Commission . 
Woburn City Council . 
Societies and organizations: — 

Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia 

National Civil Service Reform League 

New Bedford Board of Trade . 

Northern Pacific Railroad, periodical 



Volt. Punph. 



4 
6 
5 



15 
2 
3 

1 
2 
13 
2 
3 
1 



15 



1 

1 

2 

'6 



8 
15 



16 
1 



20 
1 



11 
25 

1 
15 

2 

1 



58 
1 
1 



26 
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Vols. Punpta. 


Societies and organizations: - 


— 




Royal Commission for Chicago Exhibition, 1B93 


1 


Southern California Bureau of Information, Los Angeles 


1 


Sunset Club, Chicago 




1 


Collegiate Institutions: — 






Amherst College 




1 


Atlanta University 




1 


Bradford Academy . 


• • • • • 


1 


Bridgewater Normal School 


1 


Brown University 


>•■•■■ 


1 


Harvard University . 




1 1 


Massachusetts Institute of 


Technology . . . . 


2 


Tufts College, periodical 


»•••••« 


3 


University of Pennsylvania 


2 


Woman^s Medical College < 


of Pennsylvania 


1 


Yale University 


» • • • • • 


4 


Libraries: — 






Bodleian Library, England 




1 


Public, of 






Boston .... 




2 


Brookline 




1 


Brooklyn, N. Y. . 




3 


Chicago .... 




1 


Cincinnati 




1 


Cleveland 




1 


Clinton .... 


• 


1 


Concord . 




1 


Dayton, Ohio . 




1 


Denver .... 




2 


Everett . 




1 


Fall River 




1 


Jersey City, bulletins 




2 


Jjancaster 




1 


Tiawrence, bulletins 




1 


Lynn 




1 


Maiden 




1 


Manchester, N. H. 




1 


Melrose . 




1 


New Bedford . 


1 • • • • • • 


1 


New London, bulletins 




. 


Newark . 






Newton . 




1 
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Vob. Punph. 

Libraries: — 

Providence 1 

St. Paul, Minn 2 

Salem 2 

Scranton, Pa. 2 

Springfield, bulletins 1 

Taunton 1 

Toronto 1 

Waltham 1 

Watertown 1 

Worcester 1 

Aguilar Free Library Society, New York City . . . 1 

Bronson Library, Waterbury, Conn 2 

Maimonides Library, New York City 1 

Mercantile Library Association, St. Louis .... 1 

Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco ... 1 

Millicent Library, Fairhaven 2 

Morse Institute, Natick 1 

Peabody lustitute, Danvers 1 

Peabody Institute, Peabody . 1 

Redwood Library and Atheneeuni, Newpori ... 1 
Individuals : — 

Abbott, Dr. Samuel W., Wakefield 3 

Brooks, Francis A., Boston 1 

Buxton, Mrs. Albert B. ' 3 

Carter, Dexter 1 

Converse, Hon. Parker L. 7 

Corey, Deloraine P., Maiden 1 

Cutler, A. D., San Francisco 1 

Cutter, Dr. Ephraim, New York 2 65 

Gilcreast, John 1 

' Given, John T 2 

Gowing, Mrs. Fred 2 

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 5 

Hall, Major Henry C 2 

Harlow, Dr. John M. 1 

Harlow, Mrs. John M 1 

Hayden, Hon. Edward D 14 12 

Hill, Hon. N. P., Denver, Col 1 

Johnson, Hon. Edward F. 1 19 

Pollard, EmUy F 1 

Pope, Col. Albert A., Boston 1 
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Voli. Piunph. 

Individuals: — 

Porter, Rev. Edward 6., Boston 3 

Preston, Elwyn G 1 

Rogers, Oliver W., East Harrisville, M . H., 11 broadsidet*, 

Salisbury, Hon. Stephen, Worcester .... 1 

Searcy, Dr. J. T., Tuscaloosa, Ala 1 

Simonds, Edward 4 1 

Slater, William H 3 

Thompson, Hon. Edward E 1 

Thompson, Rev. Leander 1 

Trull, Eliott r 1 

Tufts, Samuel, Cambridge 1 

Unknown donors 13 

Waterhouse, Prof. S., Wabhington Univ., 6t. Louis 

Wyman, Horace, Worcester 7 

DONORS TO ANTIQUE DEPARTMENT AND LOCAL COLLECTIONS. 

Abbott, Dr. Samuel W., Wakefield, catalogue of lots for sale at auction, 
for choice, Woburn Cemetery, Oct. 30, 1846, broadside. 

Ames, E. Luville. slough of black snake found near the Woburn Park. 
Length of specimen, five feet five inches. 

Andrews, Henry L., Turkish passport; newspaper carrier's badge of 
the '* Woburn Budget"; portrait of Jacob Webster of the Woburn 
Fire Department, a painting on tin, with frame. 

Connolly, Patrick, photograph, when a member of Gist Mass. Regt., 
1864-65; also, discharge from the service^. 

Cutter, Dr. Ephraim, New York City, memorandum book of Woburn 
school committee, 1845-46. 

Dodge, Isaac B., Amherst, N. H., documents relating to Woburn, 
comprising tax lists, 1735 and 1793; bill of Dr. Samuel Blodget, 
1770; two receipts of 1792; and will of Nathan Brooks (copy), 1758. 

Ellis, Maud, shell found fourteen feet deep on site of Boston Union'' 
Depot. 

Gage, Gawen R., Heirs, forty-three photographs of civilian and mili- 
tary residents of Woburn, from 1861-65. Also photographic pic- 
tures with frames, one of thirty-two members (martyrs) of Co. K, 
39th Mass. Regt., and one of Major Elisha M. Burbank, 12th Mass. 
Regt. 

Gregory, Edward J., ancient table, similar in pattern to Alden table 
at Plymouth. 

Hennessy, Mrs., John S., album and photographs of Woburn citizens, 
1860-65. 
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Johnson, Edward F., book containing account of deaths in Woburn, 
in 1815, etc., kept by Dea. Benjamin Wjman. 

Mulligan, George, Wilmington, canteen taken by him from a rebel 
soldier in Louisiana, June 17, 1863. 

Poole, William, deed, Thompson to Thompson, 1732. 

Richardson, J. VVinslow, Winchester, address to inhabitants of Woburn 
"engaged in the traffic of ardent spirits" (about 1835); tax bill? 
Woburn, 1848; pew deed, 1842; order of exercises for exhibition at 
Warren Academy, Aug 23, 1839; circular for a minister's dona- 
tion party, 1842. 

Richardson, Mrs. Luther, Winchester, ancient cradle belonging to the 
Thomas Richardson family. 

Simonds, Edward, plan of land of Daniel Ayer, at East Woburn, 1853. 

Sweetser, Mary E., Children of, a variety of ancient articles, namely, 
snowshoes, a warming pan, a foot stove, a candlestick, snuffers, and 
platters; and a pistol found in Concord, Mass., belonging to the 
period of 1775, the gift of Lillie A. Sweetser. 

Tay, Col. Cyrus, piece of a rebel shell thrown into Fort Sumter at time 
of bombardment, 1861. 

Thompson, Leonard, a ballot box for the trustees, made of oak from 
the frigate "Constitution," 1797. Handle of wood from furniture of 
Zebadiah Wyman family. M. Tidd, maker, No. Woburn. Also box 
for copy of " Wonder- Working Providence." 

Woburn, City Council, insignia used during the 250th anniversary 
celebration. 

Wyman, Elijah, two pairs of square-toed shoe lasts. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF WOBURN 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of Wobum: 

The Board of Trustees of the Woburn Public Library 
herewith present their report for the year 1894, being their 
tenth annual report, and the thirty-eighth since the found- 
ing of the library. 

Attention is called to the accompanying report of the 
Board for a statement of receipts and expenditures, and pres- 
ent investment of the funds, and to the valuable report of 
the librarian for the condition and business of the library 
during the past year. 

The special features that have been introduced into the 
management of the library are there detailed, with the state- 
ment of various improvements that have been made during 
the year. 

Two pieces of land, the Daniel McCarthy property and 
the lot recently owned by Elizabeth W. Wyman on Harrison 
Avenue, have been purchased during the year and added to 
the limits of the library estate. 

An amount from the city equal to that of last year is 
needed to meet the necessary expenditures. The Trustees, 
therefore, ask the sum of twenty-two hundred dollars with 
the dog-license money as an appropriation for the ensuing 
year. The trustees warmly commend the zeal of all con- 
nected with the management of the library in the perform- 
ance of their duties, and express their gratification at the 
successful result of the year. 

Per order, JOHN CUMMINGS, 
E. D. HAYDEN, 
LEONARD THOMPSON, 
J. M. HARLOW, 
O. F. BRYANT, 
J. W. JOHNSON, 
ALBERT THOMPSON, 
JAMES B. GILDAY, 
J. G. MAGUIRE, 

Trustees. 




LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance of trust fund, Jan. 1, 1894 . 
Interest on City of Lynn bond • 

N. Y. &. N. E. Railroad bonds 
City of Woburn refunded water 

loan bonds . 
City of Fall River bonds . 
Old Colony Railroad bond 
Town of Wayland bond . 
Fitchburg Railroad bonds 
Interest from Woburn Five Cents Savings 
j3anK • • ' < • • « • 

On City of Woburn temporary loan 
City of Woburn matured bonds 
Old Colony Railroad matured bond 
City of Woburn temporary loan 
Rent of tenement by Frank O'Brien 

James Kellehei 
Rent of land by Lucy M. Cole . 

Patrick Curran 
William R. Cutter, binding books 

EXPENDED. 

Adams, Charles D., examining title 
Aldine Engraving Co., engraving 
Appleton, D. & Co., books 

Amo2int carried forward 



' $59,241 92 


60 00 


. 600 00 


r 

320 00 


620 00 


280 00 


50 00 


540 00 


S 

242 40 


124 41 


. 4,000 00 


. 8,000 00 


. 8,000 00 


35 00 


63 00 


5 00 


30 00 


3 35 


♦82,215 08 


$10 00 


5 00 


73 00 



$88 00 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount hroughi forward 
Austin, J. O., book 
Balch Bros., book . 
Barnard, F. J. & Co., binding . 
Belcher, W. M. & Co., typewriter ribbon 
Blaisdell, G. A., labor and stock 
Boston Book Co., periodicals . 
Bowen, James, labor 
Brigham, S. T., labor and stock 
Brown, James, labor 
Buck, T. S., stamps and type . 
Buel, J. Frederick, labor and stock . 
Chase Bros., book .... 
Clarke, W. B. & Co., books 
Contemporary Publishing Co., periodicals 
Copeland & Bowser, stock 
Cormack, H. C, books . 
Crawford, S. G., books . 
Curran, F. P., tracing title 
Cutter, William K., expenses . 
Dodge, Joseph T., book . 
Donahoe's Magazine Co., periodical . 
Downs, Mark, books 
Ellis, A., stock .... 
Fowle, George E., labor and stock . 
Francis, Elsie Rice, services 

books .... 
Francis, William, book 
Gage, G. R. & Co., book 
Garland, Granville, book . 
Gateley, E. & Co., books 
Goff, W\ S., labor . 
Go wing, Warren T., labor 



indexing 



field 



$88 UO 


10 


00 


12 


50 


328 


85 


1 


00 


6 


25 


4 


00 


10 


00 


16 


02 




50 


12 


00 


19 


70 


1 


50 


1,239 


50 


3 


00 


2 


70 


29 


00 


13 


50 


25 


00 


2 


90 


5 


00 


2 


00 


7 


75 


2 


80 


137 


03 


9 


15 


3 


50 


1 


00 


10 


00 


15 


00 


26 


60 




97 



Amount carried, forward 



$2,046 72 



6 



UBBABT TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount brought foi^ward 
Hall, E. B., books .... 
Hanson, J. C, services moving books 
Haskell, Edward H., covering paper 
Hay ward, E. F., recording deed 
Hess, S., books 

Hessling & Spielmeyer, book . 
Hill, Don Gleason, book . 
Historical Begister Publishing Co., 
Hoguet, R. J. , treasurer's book 
Horton, Sparrow, periodicals . 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., books 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, labor and stock 
Legg, F. W., photographs 
Lenox Library, books 
Library Bureau, card index case and 
^ Lit.tlefield, George E., books . 
McCarthy, Daniel, estate, land . 
Maine Genealogical Society, book 
Massachusetts Historical Society, books 
Miller, William M. & Co., book plates 
Millet, J. B. & Co., books 
Mohun, P. K., book 
Morris, Seymour, book . 
Neilson Manufacturing Co., binder 
Nelson, George D., labor 
Nichols, C. A., books 
Perham, L. W., oak tables 
Pierce, E. P., book . 
Pollard, Emily F., books 
Prince Society, book 
Reagan, John, labor 
Sampson, Murdock & Co., book 

Amount carried forrvard 



periodicals 



lalx)r 



$2,046 72 


25 00 


12 50 


17 


84 




75 


17 


00 


6 95 


2 


00 


3 


00 


5 00 


171 


60 


37 


50 


11 


74 


2 


00 


4 


95 


53 


60 


16 


45 


700 00 


2 


00 


6 


00 


10 


00 


15 


00 


6 


00 


5 


00 


1 


25 


2 


00 


15 


00 


17 


50 


3 


25 


6 


67 


5 00 


1 


00 


1 


00 



$3,231 27 



LIBRARY TRUST FUNDS. 



Amount brought fonoard 
Scribners, Charles & Sons, books 
Taylor, C. H., photographs 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries . 
Thompson, L. W., sundries 
Torrey, Bright & Capen, matting 
Van Everen, P. F., library numbers 
Virginia Hie^torical Society, book 
Wallace, John M., printing 
Webster, C. B., book .... 
West, Johnson & Co., books . 
Whitcher, A. W., book, etc. . 
White, C. A., books .... 

Woburn, city of, book, premium and interest 
Woburn Journal^ subscription . 
Wyman, Elizabeth W., land 
Income of $5,500 of trust fund,* transferred to 

maintenance account .... 
New street loan ..... 
Invested in real estate .... 
Deposited in Woburn National Bank. 
Paid City of Woburn temporary loan 
Balance invested to new account 



. $3,231 


27 


20 


50 


15 


75 


11 


30 


14 


53 


40 


06 


3 09 


5 


00 


253 


76 


10 00 


6 


50 


2 


50 


39 


00 


89 


00 


2 


00 


. 2,000 do 


J 

222 


20 


. 7,000 


00 


. 2,700 


00 


. 2,300 


00 


. 8,000 


00 


. 56,248 


63 


$82,215 08 



* Or the income of $5,500, forming the principal of the bequest of 
Jonathan Bowers Winn, $2,500 (1875), and the bequest of Timothy Winn, 
$3,000 (1876.) 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1894 

Appropriated and assessed by city of Woburn 

City of Woburn, dog tax 

W. R. Cutter, catalogues, fines, etc. 

Transfer from trust funds * . . . 



$0 36 

2,200 00 

1,350 78 

102 21 

222 20 



EXPENDED. 

American Library 'Association, membership fees. 

Barker, E. Gerry, Jr., services 

Bartlett, Charles A. P., services 

Boutwell, A. W.,& Co., removing ashes 

Boutwell, O. A., removing ashes 

Brown, Herrick W., services . 

Buckman, Willis J., sundries . 

Burbeck, Benn T., services 

Carter, J. R., coal .... 

Connolly, Mary, labor 

Cimimings, Charles E., services 

Cutter, William K., expenses . 

Cutter, William R., services 

Davis, W. Frederic, Jr., services 



$3,875 55 


12 00 


19 


40 


22 


15 


5 


55 


1 


00 


11 


95 


3 


02 


13 


05 


13 


00 


9 


45 


3 


03 


49 


55 


1,200 


00 


11 


00 



Amount carried fommrd 



. $1,364 15 



* Being the income of the fund composed of the bequests of Jonathan 
Bowers Winn, of $2,500, and Timothy Winn, $3,000. 

8 



LIBRARY MAINTENANCE. 



Amount brought forward 
Dickinson, Everett L., services 
Dow, Louis H., services . 
Ellis, J. M. & Co., street watering 
Ferguson, J. Berton, services . 
Flood, M. J., teaming 
Francis, Elsie Rice, services 
Francis, John W,, services 
Goft*, W. S., substitute 
Gorman, John J., services 
Go wins:, Warren T., services 
Hanson, Clifford T., services 
Hanson, J. Chester, services . 
Hart & Co., expressing . 
Horton, Sparrow, sundries 
Jenkins, Nathaniel, sawdust 
Longridge, Thomas S., services 
Lord, Herbert E., coal 
Maguire, J. Leo, services 
Maguire, W. Frank, services . 
Page, J. F., removing ashes 
Pollard, Emily F., services 
Thompson, Leonard, sundries . 
Woburn Electric Light Company, lighting and 

lamps ..... 
Woburn Five Cents Saving Bank, rent of box 
Woburn Gas Light Co., gas and sundries 
Woburn Water Board, water rates . 
Wood, Annie, services 
Unexpended balance 



$1,364 


15 


7 


35 


25 


40 


10 


00 


21 


45 




35 


•6 


45 


500 04 


15 


00 


4 


15 


21 


40 


30 35 


35 


00 


18 


00 


2 


25 


1 


35 


3 


10 


306 


35 


3 


05 


26 


00 


1 


25 


600 


00 


7 


99 


251 


55 


10 


00 


87 


86 


40 


00 


300 


00 


188 


71 


$3,875 


55 



10 library maintenance. 

Trust Fund, Invested as Follows : — 

Town of Wayland bond, 6ve per cent . . $1,000 00 

City of Lynn bond, six per cent . . . 1,000 00 
Fitchburg Railroad bonds, four and one half per 

cent 12,000 00 

City of Fall River bonds, six per cent . . 5,000 00 
New York & New England Railroad bonds, six 

per cent 10,000 00 

City of Woburn bonds, four per cent . . 12,000 00 

Woburn Five Cents Savings Bank, deposit . 6,000 00 

City of Woburn 7,000 00 

Woburn First National Bank, deposit . . 2,248 63 



$56,248 63 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN G. MAGUIUE, 

Clerk 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 



To Messrs. Edward D. Hayden, John M. Harlow, 
Albert Thompson, John W. Johnson, and John G. 
Maguire, OommiUee on Library and Art of the 
Woburn Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the sixteenth 
librarian's report of the library for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1894, being my thirteenth annual report, 

SUMMARY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT STATISTICS 

FOR THE YEAR. 

Number of books added to the library during 

the year ....... 1,145 

Present number of books in the library . . 33,203 

Whole number of pamphlets . . . 7,686 

Manuscripts ...... 5,000* 

Number of volumes circulated for home use . 66,130 
Average daily circulation for outside use . 217 
Number of persons registered during the year, 521 
Whole number of persons included in the regis- 
tration ....... 8,421 

Present population of the city '. . . 14,500 
Amount of city appropriation, including dog 

tax, and other sources of income . . $3,875 55 
Amount of income from permanent trust funds 

and rents $2,969 81 

Principal of trust funds .... $56,248 63 



* Estimated. 
13 
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Assessed valuation of real estate . . . $250,000 00 

Number of paintings in the art gallery . . 64* 

Added during ihe j-ear ..... 

Number of busts (5 antique, 4 more recent) . 9 
Number of specimens in the geological and 

ornithological collection .... 4,71 If 

Added during the year ..... 1 

Number of articles in the antiqne collection . 400t 

Added during the year ..... 5& 

Two institutions in the city of an educational character, 
though independent in their government, are managed in 
great part by persons connected officially with the library. 
Both of these institutions are supplemental to our free public 
school system and our free public library. These are the 
Burbeen Free Lecture Fund and the Warren Academy Free- 
Industrial School. 

THE BURBEEN FREE LECTURE FUND. 

This institution is a corporation founded by the generous 
gift of the sum of $6,000 and other sums, from the liberal 
hand and enlightened mina of one of the library Trustees — 
Leonard Thompson, Esq. Since 1892 it has given two 
courses of free lectures on popular and educational subjects,, 
averaging seven lecturee> each, and the institution is now pro- 
ceeding on its third course of eight lectures. These lectures 
have been excellently well patronized by the citizens of 
Woburn, who have shown their appreciation by demanding 
more tickets than the accommodations would allow. In the 
present season a request was made for 1,550 tickets, but 750 
were all that could be given to supply the demand. 

* IncludlDg 2 enamelled medalliong, and 2 iiaiotings withdrawn. f Eatimated. 
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THE WARREN ACADEMY FREE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, 

The Trustees of Warren Academy were formed as a cor- 
poration to manage a school, having a provision for 
instruction in industrial art, in the year 1830. For a 
considerable period, owing to the prevalence of public high 
schools, it lost its field of operations and closed its doors. 
In 1891, a project was started by some intelligent ladies to 
establish a free industrial school, and the Trustees of the 
academy accepted the idea and the responsibility, and a school 
of that character was opened immediately in their building. 
For four years it has been a marked success. The branches 
taught are sloyd, or woodworking, sewing, and cookery. 
The school is kept only in the summer months, and the 
teachers have been persons of the first ability in their 
several arts, selected from the neighboring cities and our 
own. Four teachers are employed. The number of pupils 
of this year was three hundred and sixty-five. 

WORK IN THE LIBRARY. 

The work of the library during the year can be followed 
through the monthly reports made by the librarian to the 
Board of Trustees. 

QUARTERLY BULLETINS. 

Early in the year authority was given to change the annual 
bulletin of additions to a quarterly publication, as recom- 
mended in the previous annual report. In the opinion of 
the librarian the change was an advantageous one. The 
public received the bulletins oftener, with a number of book- 
titles enough for present needs. The compilation was also 
easier to make and less costly to print than the former 
issues. 
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INCREASE IN THE DELIVERY. 

From the first of January, an increase in the delivery of 
books occurred. January, 1894, exceeded January, 1893, 
and the increase over the corresponding period of the 
previous year continued through the months of February, 
March, April, May, June, and July. To Sept. 1, the 
delivery exceeded that of the con*esponding period of the 
previous year by 8,190. 

After this period, the delivery returned to its normal con- 
dition, and the record at the end of the year shows a circula- 
tion of 66,130 volumes. 

ADDITIONAL SHELVING AND CHANGES. 

In February, the moving of all the books, some to new 
shelving in a special apartment, and others to more convenient 
locations' in the book-room itself, was accomplished. A 
recommendation regarding separate shelves for all books 
published previously to this century is made under another 
heading. 

THE CARD CATALOGUE. 

The work of cataloguing arrears, explained in previous 
reports, continued throughout the year, in spite of many 
obstacles arising from the unusual amount of other work. 
Five hundred volumes were disposed of by March, 600 more 
by April, and 700 more by May. Another catalogue 
case was added at this period to accommodate the increasing 
number of cards, and owing to the demand for plans, the 
surveyors' field books, numbering 60 or more, were indexed 
at the request and advice of those interested. By June, 
900 more volumes of arrears of cataloguing work were 
finished, and the work of putting away the cards for the 
plans index was ended. Six hundred and fifty more 
volumes of arrears were finished by July, and consider- 
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able special work od the Thompson phins and on the 
papers in the library relating to Revolutionary soldiers 
was accomplished. A card-index of the latter was 
made to facilitate research. During July, about 1,000 
volumes of arrears were catalogued. By November, 1,050 
more volumes of arrears had been catalogued since August. 
These books were of a more difficult character to catalogue 
than those catalogued during July, and hence slower prog- 
ress was made. 

At the present time the arrears of cataloguing have been 
reduced to 1,630 volumes, comprising one class, biography. 
At the beginning of the current year, the number of uncata- 
logued volumes was 7,689. The balance remaining will be 
completed in the coming year.* Thus, during the past 
year 6,000 volumes of this work have been disposed of. 

To illustrate the character of this cataloguing work : The 
St. Louis Mercantile Library, a short time ago, had upon its 
shelves 85,000 uncatalogued volumes. In addition to this 
they were unarranged. All the work done upon them must be 
done without interfering with the issue of books to patrons. 
Finding that a common average for a professional cataloguer 
to accomplish was about 4,000 volumes a year, — without 
other interruptions, — they were aghast at the time limit, 
which in their case would be extended to twenty years, a 
period they could not afford to wait. So they set about 
performing the work on some more rapid method. In 1891, 
a cataloguer was employed and another was added in 1893. 
In their report at the beginning of 1894, they announced that 
in two years and seven months upwards of 60,000 volumes 
of their 85,000 had been catalogued. At the rate of work 
accomplished the average for one cataloguer had been raised 
to over 18,000 volumes a year. 

This speed, however, has not been ours. The St. Louis 

* The work was fioiahed April 20, 1895, before thia report was printed. 
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librarian states that his speed in this work was not accom- 
plished by scamping, but through economies, and on this 
subject he writes : " We tried to incorporate all the essen- 
tials of a practical guide to our shelves and to leave out all 
that was unnecessary. For example, we spent little time 
in hunting up full names of authors. When the library gets 
books by two James B. Fitz Smiths, it will be time enough 
to go through a wilderness of reference books and college 
catalogues to fiud out that one of them is James Brown 
Fitz Smith and the other is James Black Fitz Smith. We 
copied only the essentials of title pages. We did not ana- 
lyze the contents of mixed works, considering that to be the 
proper work of bibliography, not of cataloguing. We 
entered each work under its author and subject . . • with 
cross references wherever needed ; but we tried to make the 
catalogue as concise as possible. • • • The result is some- 
thing more than a finding-list, and less than a bibliography 
or index of contents. It may be elaborated hereafter to any 
degree that may be thought desirable, and for which future 
librarians may have leisure, but the essentials of a practical 
and accurate catalogue are there." 

And this much we may say for ourselves. 

THE ANNUAL VACATION. 

The Trustees decided to keep the library open all the 
weeks of the year, allowing the members of the force to take 
their vacation in turn. This change proved beneficial to the 
interests of all concerned, and I advocate its continuance. 

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

The librarian, accompanied by Mr. Leonard Thompson 
of the Trustees, was absent a foi'tnight at the meeting of the 
American Library Association in the Adirondack^, and with 
Mr. Thompson took part in the post-conference excursion to 



librarian's report. 19 

Lakes Champlain and George and Saratoga Springs. The 
benefits of this excursion to us both were many and impor- 
tant, I hope the interests of the library, which all of us 
have so much at heart, will be advanced by the ideas 
obtained at this meeting. 

A detailed account of this conference is too lengthy for 
the space of this report. There is a great deal to be learned 
from the librarians of other phices on the subject of methods, 
and attendance at these gatherings brings the individual in 
better connection with the advance in means of reaching the 
public that is common throughout the country. A few of 
these methods I would like to specify. 

For instance : The home libniry movement ; travelling 
libraries, an institution in active and successful operation in 
the State of New York, the cost of transportation being 
the only cost to the country libraries benefited, the books 
being sent from the capital, and all of them expensire and 
first-class works, in number, perhaps, one hundred volumes, 
to be kept in one village or place for several months ; the 
removal of the age limit for book bon'owers ; uniform sum- 
maries of statistics in annual library reports ; intense activity 
to create an interest among children (especially in large 
cities) in proper reading for the young, enlarging the sphere 
of the library in that dii*ection by pi-oviding pictures, games, 
and even play rooms and play grounds ; an index to subject 
headings from a central and thoroughly competent source ; 
competitive architects for library buildings recommended, — 
the idea put in practice here about a score of years ago, in 
the directions left by the donor of our beautiful building. 
Bulletins of accessions of new books was another subject of 
interest. The monthly and quarteriy issues seemed to be 
the common forms in libraries of the larger size. The sug- 
gestion of indexing these every two years was made, and 
the excluding of annotations and advertisements met with 
favor in some quarters, while all wei'e united on the value of 
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presenting special lists on topics of current interest in these 
occasional publications. 

*' Local collections " was another subject considered at 
this conference, and the collection in this library, and the 
efforts of the librarian regarding it, were made a matter of 
especial and public mention. The extent and number and 
the value and importance of these collections throughout the 
country exceeded the expectation of those most concerned 
by the amount of information collected. 

There were many other topics treated, but I must pass to 
other features of this report. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The number of new books added to the library during the 
year is as large as the average. There is nothing remark- 
able to report under this subject. The titles of the greatest 
number are in print in the quarterly bulletins issued to show 
the additions of this character. Several publications issued 
in parts, relating principally to the World's Fair, have not yet 
been bound and placed on the shelves, because they are as 
yet either incomplete or want title-pages and indexes. 
Among the works added to the library costing fifteen dollars 
or more may be named the following : Brewer's " Character 
Sketches of Romance *' ; Johnson's Cyclopedia (new edition) ; 
Larned's " History for Ready Reference " ; Morin's " French 
Illustrators " ; Paine's " Famous Composers " ; Rimmer's 
"Art Anatomy"; Rose's "Machine Shop Practice"; Sar- 
gent's " Silva of North America " ; and on the subject of the 
World's Fair, the works published by Appleton, Bancroft, 
Barrie, and Campbell. Of cost approaching the limit named, 
are two works of value, viz.: Bartlett's " Concordance of 
Shakespeare," and Carson's " History of the Supreme Court 
of the United States." 

Also worthy of mention in this connection is the gift from 
the Hon. John Cumniings, of Woburn, of a set of the "Pro- 
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fessional and iDdustrial History of Suffolk County, Mussacbu- 
settSy" a work containing much valuable local information 
and many interesting portraits. 

REGISTRATION. 

The number of book borrowers during the year has been 
increased by 521. This number is a larger one than that 
of the previous year by 82. 

ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

The examination of the shelves to ascertain the number of 
misplaced or missing books has been conducted with care, 
and, as usual, without interruption to the regular work of 
the library. Missing volumes of other years have been found 
and restored to their places. The number reported missing 
for the current year is twenty-five. A few of these may be 
actually lost, but cannot be recognized as such at the present 
time. 

GIFTS. 

An unusually large number of gifts, especially of pamphlets^ 
has been received during the past year. At the beginning 
of the year a new book, carefully numbered by machine, 
was purchased, in which to record all gifts of books or 
pamphlets received. This book shows for the year 921 
numbers; 123 volumes, 798 pamphlets. 

RECEIPTS FROM FINES. 

The librarian's receipts under this heading are fully re- 
ported upon in the appendix. 

THE APPENDIX. 

All the data belonging to the matter of accessions during 
the year, registration, renewals of books already in the 
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library, gifts, circulation for home use, and other data, are 
presented in ftill in the appendix to the present report. 
These facts show the working of the library in some of its 
more minute phases, of less importance in themselves than 
some, yet all assisting in making up in the aggregate the 
sum total of the amount of work accomplished. In the ap- 
pendix will also be found other reports, of interest and value 
-enough in themselves to show their importance to the geseral 
welfare of the institution. 

PERIODICALS. 

Before turning to other subjects I would say a word on the 
subject of periodicals. The Jiumber now taken by the library 
for use on the reading-room tables is about fifty. Several 
have been added to the list during the year, aad others have 
been ordered that will be received during the coming year. 
It is my wish to still further increase the list as opportunity 
occurs. 

LIST OF VOLUMES IN THE LIBRARY OF DATE 

BEFORE 1750. 

In the appendix I have presented a list of all, or nearly 
all, of the volumes in the library of date previously to the 
year 1750. There are more than three hundred of these 
volumes, most of them of great rarity and value. The list 
will be read with interest by those who find pleasure in 
examining quaint titles and in considering the days of the 
fathers, their thoughts and acts, and the things that interested 
them most in politics, religion, or social condition. The list 
might have been extended to include all books to the vear 
1801, but the number presented was thought to be sufficient 
to show the character and value of the old books in our 
possession. 
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RECOMMENDATION ABOUT ALL BOOKS OF DATE 

BEFORE 1801. 

The recoDimendation is made that these volumes and all 
others to the present century he withdrawn from their 
present position in the general collection and placed by them- 
selves on separate shelving, or in book cases, and in cither 
case behind glass doors, for the sake of future safety and 
better preservation. Being found in all parts of our general 
collection, they ar« liable to injury and loss, and the space 
acquired by their removal will give room Cor other works of 
more modeiii date. Any one of the four vaetAt alcoves at 
the end of our present book-room is large enough to icontain 
all the ancient books I have mentioned. There is also space 
for the future shelving of a small collection in the large 
closet of the Tinistees' room. The greater fpart of the old 
volumes are small and others are large. The large ones, 
therefore, will take up a larger part of the spaoe^ and places 
occupied by these large hooks in the geoeral collection can 
be filled by a much larger number of smaller books. During 
a visit, about a year ago, to the library of Yale University, I 
noticed the Dexter collection of ancient books, many of 
them of a character similar to ours, was placed behind glass 
doors on the plan I here recommend. Our ancient works 
are made up largely of volumes secured from the library of 
Samuel G. Drake, the eminent New England antiquary of a 
generation or two since, who spent a lifetime collecting 
books to illustrate New England history both in this country 
and in Europe. I offer this as a further argument why a 
collection made with such difficulty should be pi'esenred with 
the greatest care. 

I have also been fortunate in securing the opinion of an 
eminent authority on the value of one or two of our oldest 
books in the Italian language. This opinion 1 have mentioned 
in its proper place in the appendix. 
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The same care might be applied to all other expensive 
hooks, which would be safer from loss and dust behind glass 
doors, and under lock and key, than exposed as they are on 
the open shelf. Some few works are now kept in the safe, 
where there is room for a small number more. 



THE GEOLOGICAL AND ORNITHOLOGICAL 

COLLECTION. 

The collection of geological and ornithological specimens 
given to the library by our president, the Hon. John Cum- 
mings, has been visited much by strangers of late, and much 
admiration has been excited, not only by the value of the 
specimens, but by the regularity and minuteness of their 
arrangement. The latter work, it will be remembered, was 
done some years ago by an expert, — a lady, a resident of 
our own city. Miss Maria E. Carter, — and the work is pro- 
nounced superior to that in many museums in much larger 
cities. The ornithological collection is rich in local speci- 
mens, and citizens of adjoining towns frequently visit it to 
ascertain the names of strange birds that have come into 
their localities. The arrangement of this is much com- 
mended, especial mention being made of the placing side by 
side of the male and female specimens of each variety. The 
collection, too, is placed in a convenient position, where all 
can readily see it and examine it closely. It is now seven 
or more years since it was first placed in its present posi- 
tion, and experience shows that the Trustees acted wisely 
in accepting the gift and in expending a sufficient sum for its 
proper exhibition. 

At my request, Miss Carter has kindly prepared a brief 
report on the number of specimens in the collection. They 
are represented by four classes. This report will l>e found 
in the appendix. Miss Carter recommends that the speci- 
mens be catalogued and numbered. 
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THE LIBRARY AND THE SCHOOLS. 

The relations between the librarian and the superintend- 
ent of schools and with those teachers of the High School 
who have constant occasion to use the library in connection 
with the work of their classes, (ind the relation between the 
classes from that school and the attendants in the library 
itself, have been of the most cordial and satisfactory chai'acter. 
The superintendent has given us his kindly word that he 
believes emphatically in the full use of the library by the 
pupils of the public schools, and wishes unqualifiedly that all 
pupils in his charge would use it. I cannot other than feel 
grateful for this hearty word of encouragement and endorse- 
ment. 

THE LIBRARY LAW OF THE STATE. 

Early in the year, the theft of pictures of a certain charac- 
ter from the periodicals on the reading-room tables, appar- 
ently the work of a single individual, who cut out whole 
pages in his nefarious work, led to the reprinting of the State 
law on the subject of defacement of pictures and other prop- 
erty belonging to a public library. The slips containing this 
and another law in relation to order were pasted on the 
covers of all the periodicals used in the reading-room. The 
result was an immediate cessation of the theft above men- 
tioned, and other improvements followed. A greater degree 
of quiet in the reading-room ensued, and constant and serious 
readers expressed themselves as gratified by the improved 
condition of affairs in that place. The law covering the 
offence of writing in library books offensive and immaterial 
things, to the prejudice and disgust of all having anything to 
do with those particular copies, was also stamped inside and 
on the outside of as many books as possible, more especially 
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iD those used by young persons, and the same law was stamped 
in all the new books added to the library. The amount of 
unlawful, indecent, and in every instance ootrageous matter 
written in books in the manner above described was appar- 
ently on the increase ; but the knowledge of the law regard- 
ing such offences, called forcibly to the attention in this 
public way 9 curtailed the habit to a large extent. 

These laws, however, were not new. They had been on 
the statute book since 1883 and 1885 » but it bad not been 
the policy of the library since the occupation of its present 
building to publish them broadcast. In 1879, the law of 
1872 regarding defacement was printed on a book-mark or 
looee card intended for distribution with each copy of a book 
delivered for home use. The greater part of these loose 
cards were soon lost or overlooked, and the custom fell into 
desuetude. The general knowledge, too, of librarj" customs 
on the part of patrons, and the personal oversight of those in 
charge, superseded the need of this notice. The increased 
gix>wth of the city has brought about a changed order of con- 
ditions. The number of those who will violate the law and 
abuse their privileges has also increased. While the gener- 
ality are well intentioned and oi-derly, the malcontent exists, 
and the law is made to reach his case. The by-laws made 
by the Trustees place the responsibility of the charge of the 
library and reading-room upon the librarian* The respon- 
sibility of maintaining order, therefore, rests upon him. His 
personal equation has nothing whatever to do with the matter. 
He is to perform his duty to the best of his ability. 

To assist the librarian, the Trustees have directed that the 
following notice be posted : — 

Notice. Visitors to the library, and others, are respect- 
fully reminded that loud conversation is an annoyance to 
students who may be in the alcoves, and to people using the 
reading-rooms. 
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In the appendix » I have placed a copy of the extracts 
from the public statutes that were printed for the purpose 
above stated. 

THE EFFORTS OF THE FORCE. 

The force, if they could all speak at once, would probably 
all make a statement similar to the following, regarding the 
experience of the year past. 

It has been the aim of all the members of the library 
force during the past year to accomplish as much work as 
was possible, in addition to their routine duties, to bring the 
library to as high a degree of effectiveness as was in their 
power. We have, therefore, made a struggle to bring the 
arrears of cataloguing work as near completion as we could. 
If this were our only work, with the same zeal it would 
have been completed long ere this. But our hands are full 
of many things. We have the many demands of patrons 
and visitors to meet, all eager for information or pleasure or 
help. It is difficult to convey in a few words the variety of 
experience a day in our life covers. 

Towards the Trustees we have nothing but thankfulness to 
express for their consideration and assistance in our 
endeavors, and for their aid in carrying out the plans best 
fitted for the successful carrying on of this important 
institution. 

CONCLUSION. 

I close this report with a comment from the report of a 
new acquaintance : — 

" There exists a popular delusion that the chief business of 
a library is handing out books to readers. But for the one 
attendant at the counter, the services of half a dozen trained 
workers are engaged behind the scenes. That the attendant 
may obtain at a glance, or at most after a few minutes of 
investigation, just the material which the reader seeks, thus 
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(sermon) Lond. 1506, 24°; Same, Pathway to perfection, of same 
date ; Vitruvius, or Marcus Vitruvius PoUio, On architecture ( in 
Italian ; translation from the Latin; Venetian reprint of Durantino's 
translation) 1635, 4°. 

Of the Seventeenth Century: 

Ainsworth, Henry, Annotations on the books of Moses, Psalms and 
Solomon's Song of songs, Lond. 1626, f.°; Almanacs ,1661, 12 in num* 
ber (Wharton, Lilly, Booker, Wing, Saunders, Gadbur}', Bird, Swan, 
Pond, Dove, and Swallow, authors) 32°; Alsop (Benjamin?) The 
mischief of impositions, Lond. 1680, 12°; Answer to a letter of en- 
quiry into . . . the occasions of the contempt of the clergy (Anon.) 
I^nd. 1671, 32°; Aristotle, DeAnima, Cologne, 1617, 4°; Austin, 
William, Meditations, Lond. 1637, 8°; Bacon, Francis, lord^ Essays 
or counsels, civil and moral, Lond. 1632, 12°; his History of the reign 
of King Henry VII., Lond. 1622,4°; his Sylva syl varum, Lond. 1639, 
4°; A preparatory to his History, natural and experimental, by a well 
wisher to his writings, Lond. 1670, 4°; Baker, ib'tV Richard, Chronicle 
of the kings of England, Lond. 1674, 4°; liarlow, John, The good 
man's privilege (sermon) Lond. 1618, 12°; Bates, William, Discourses, 
Loud. 170U, f.°; his Harmony of the divine attributes, Lond. 1675, 
8°; Baxter, Richard, Answer to Dr. Stillingfleet's charge of separa- 
tion, Lond. 1680, 12°; h^a Discourse on the death of Ileur}- Ashhurst, 
Lond. 1681, 12°; his Narrative of the most memorable passages of 
his life and times, Lond. 1676, 4°; Bentley, Richard, Dissertation on 
the epistles of Phaluris [and others] and the Fables of ^sop, Lond. 
1697, 16°; Bible, New testament, Lond. 1601, f.°; same, New Testa- 
ment (in Latin) 2v. in 1— v. 2, Amsterdam, 1699, v. l,do., 1700; Biet, 
Antoiue, Voyage de la France equinoxiale en Tisle de Cayenne (1652) 
Paris, 1674, 4°; Binning, Thomas, A light to the art of gunnery, 
Lond. 1677, 16°; Biondi, Sir Francis, History of the civil wars of 
England, between the two houses of Lancaster and York (2v. in 1) 
Lond. 1641-6, 4°; Blount, Thomas, Animadversions upon Sir Richard 
Baker's chronicle and its continuation, Oxford, 1672, 16°; Boyse, J., 
Some remarkablu passages in the life and death of Mr. Edmund 
Trench, Loud. 1093, ;i2°; Brady, Robert, Introduction to the old 
English history. Loud. 4684, 4°; Burnet, Gilbert, bishop , History of 
the reformatiou of the church of England, Lond. 1679-81, 1715, 3 v. f.°; 
same, and Stillingtleet, Relation of a conference held about religion, 
at London, with some gentlemeu of the church of Rome, Lond. 
1676, 16°; same, Some letters, account of what seemed most remark* 
able in Switzerland, Italy, etc., Rotterdam, 1686, 12°; Butler, Samuel, 
Hudibras, Lond. 1684, 10°; By am, Henry, Return from Argier, Lond. 
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1628, 8°; Camden, William, History of Princess Elizabeth, Lond. 
1G75, 4°; same. Remains concerning Britain, Lond. 1605, 12°; Charles 
II., Declaration to all his loving subjects, Lond. 1680, 12°; Charron, 
Peter de. Of wisdom, Lond. 1607, 2v., 12°; Clark, Samuel, Lives of 
sundry eminent persons, Lond. 1683, 4°; Clarke, Samuel, Life of Jesus 
Christ, Lond. 1664, 16°; same. Description of the state of the empire 
of Germany, Lond. 1666, 12°; same. General martyrology, Lond. 
1677, f.°; same. Life and death of Alexander the Great, and Charles 
the Great (or Charlemagne) Lond. 1665, 12^; same, Life and death of 
Hannibal and Epaminondas, Lond. 1665, 12°; same, Nebuchadnezzar 
the Great, and Cyrus the Great, Lond. 1664, 12°; same, William, the 
Conqueror, Lond. 1671, 12°; same, Tamerlane the Great, Lond. 1664, 
12°; same. Prospect of Hungary and Transylvania, Lond. 1664, 12°; 
same, Wicked life and woful death of Herod the Great, Lond. 1664, 
12°; Coke, Sir Edward, Fourth part of the institutes of the laws of 
England, Lond. 1644, f.°; Coriate, Thomas, Traveller for the English 
wits . . . 1616, sm. 4°; Corneille, Pierre, Horace, a tragedy, Lond. 
1669, f.°; Cotton, Sir Robert, Cottoni posthuma, Lond. 1679, 16°; 
Cox, Richard, Hibernia Anglicana, or the history of Ireland, Lond. 
1689,4°; Davenant, Sir William, (supposed) History of Sir Francis 
Drake, expressed by instrumental and vocal music, and the art of 
perspective in scenes (the first part) Lond. 1659, sm. 4°; Day-break- 
ing, if not the sun-rising, of the gospel with the Indians in New 
England (Anon.; Lond. 1647, 8°; Delon, History of the Inquisition 
at Goa, Lond. 1688, sm. 4°; D*Ewes, Sir Symonds, Journal of the 
parliaments during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Lond. 1693, f.°; 
Digby, Sir Kenelm, Of bodies and of man's soul (etc.) Lond. 1669, 12° ; 
Donne, John, Declaration that self-homicide is not so naturally sin,, 
Lond. 1700, 8°; Drake, Sir Francis, The world encompassed, Lond. 
1628, 12°; Drake, James, Ancient and modern stages surveyed, Lond. 
1699, 12°; Drayton, Michael, The barons' wars in the reign of 
Edward II. (etc.) Lond. 1630, 24°; Drummond, William, of Haw- 
thornden. History of Scotland, Lond. 1681, 16°; D\i Bartas, Divine 
weeks and works, Lond. 1621, f.°; Duck, Arth., Life of Henry 
Chichele, archbishop of Canterbury, Lond. 1699, 16°; Dugdale, Sir 
William, Short view of the late troubles in England, Oxford, 1681, 
4^; Dupin, Louis Ellies, New history of ecclesiastical writers, Lond. 
1693, f.° (v. 3-6 in 1); D'Urfey, Thomas (supposed) Butler's ghost, or 
Hudibras, the fourth part, Lond. 1682, 16°; DuRyer, Andre, Alcoran 
of Mahomet, Lond. 1649, 12°; England, Parliamenty Exact collection 
of debates in the house of commons, (1680) Lond. 1681, 16^; Fox,. 
John, Book of martyrs, Lond. 1641, f.° (another copy also with no 
title-page, apparently about the same date); Frontinus, Sextus^ 
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Julius, Stratagems of war, Lond. 1685, 32^^; Fuller, Thomas, Church 
history of Britain (and other tracts) Lond. 1655, 4^; Grevaerts, Jan 
Kaspar, commentator (Bubens, illuMtrcU&r) Pompa triumphalia iotroi- 
tus Ferdinandi Austriaci Hispaniamm, Infantis, etc. in urbem Ant- 
verpiam (May 15, 1635) Antwerp, 1641, f.°; Goodman, John, Peni- 
tent pardoned, or a discourse of the nature of sin, Lond, 1683, 12^; 
same, Sermon preached before the lord mayor, Lond. 1681, 12^; 
Grelot, William Joseph, Late voyage to Constantinople, Lond. 1683, 
16°; Grimeston, £d.. General history of the Netherlands, Lond. 1609, 
f.°; Grotius, Hugo, Argumenti theologici, juridici, politici, Amster- 
dam, 1652, 12°; Guidott, Thomas, Discourse of Bath and the hot 
waters there, Lond. 1676, 8°; Harrington, James, Commonwealth of 
Oceana, Lond. 1656, 4°; Hay ward, John, Lives of the three Norman 
kings of England, Lond. 1613, sm. 4°; Hickeringill, Edmond, Curse 
ye Meroz (sermon) Loud. 1680, 12°; Historical, geographical, and 
poetical dictionary, by several learned men, Lond. 1694, f.^; Homer, 
Iliads and Odysses, Lond. 1677, 16°; Hooker, Bichard, Of the laws of 
ecclesiastical polity, Lond. 1682, f.°; Illustrium Hollandiie et West- 
frisise ordinum alma academia Leidensis, Lugduni Batavorum, 1614, 
sm. 4°; Johnson, Edward, History of New England (commonly 
called the '' Wonder-working Providence'') Lond. 1664, sm. 4°; 
Johnston, John, Historiae naturalis de insectis (etc.) Amsterdam, 
1657. f.°; Kellet, Edward, Beturn from Argier (sermon) Lond. 1628, 
8°; Lassels, Bichard, Voyage of Italy, Paris, 1670, 16°; Lawson, 
George, Theo-politica, or a body of divinity, Lond. 1659,4°; Leigh, 
Edward, Select and choice observations concerning the first twelve 
Caesars, Lond. 1647, 18°; Letter from a gentleman in the city to one 
in the country, concerning the bill for disabling the Duke of York to 
inherit the imperial crown (Anon.) Lond. 1680, 12°; The life of Lewis 
of Bourbon, late Prince of Conde. Lond. 1693. 16°. Lloyd, Da., 
Memoirs of the lives, actions, sufferings and deaths of those that suf- 
fered for the Protestant religion (1637-1660) Lond. 1668, 4°; Love, 
Christopher, Case, Lond. 1051, 8°; same. Trial, Lond. 1660,8°; same. 
Love's name lives (petitions presented by Mistress Love to the Par- 
liament, in behalf of her husband) Lond. 1663,8°; same. Vindication, 
Lond. IGol, 8°; Lucan, Pharsalia, or the civil wars of liome between 
Pompey the Great and Julius Cresar, Lond. 1627, 32°; Ludlow, Ed- 
mund, Memoirs, Vevay, Switzerland, 1698, 2v., 8°; Lyndesay, David, 
bishop, True narration of all the passages of the proceedings in the 
general assembly of the church of Scotland (1618) Lond. 1621, 12°; 
Marshall, Stephen, The strong helper (sermon) Lond. 1645, 12°; 
Massachusetts General Court, General laws and liberties of the Massa- 
chusetts Colony, Camb. 1672, 4°; Mather, Cotton, Addresses to old men 
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and young men and little children, Bost. 1690, 8^; Mather, Increase^ 
Discourse concerning comets, Bost. 1683, 8^; Mazzella, Scipio, and 
Howell, James, Parthenopoeia, or the history of the kingdom of Naples, 
Loud. 1654, 4^; Milton, John, Eikonoklastes, an answer to Eikon 
Basilike, Amsterdam, 1690, 16^; Molinier, £., Mirror for Christian 
states, or a table of politic virtues considerable amongst Christians, 
Lond. 1635, sm. 4^; Moreton, Thomas, bishop, Sermon preached be* 
fore the king^s most excellent majesty, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1639, 
12^; Mundy, Anthony, Brief chronicle of the success of times from 
the creation of the world to this instant, Lond. 1611, 16^; Nicolson, 
William, English historical library, Lond. 1696, 12*^; Ogilby, John, 
Itinerarium Angliee, or a book of roAds of the kingdom of England 
and dominion of Wales, Lond. 1675, f.^; Owen, John, Brief vindica- 
tion of the non-conformists from the charge of schism, Loud. 1680, 
12^; same, Church of Rome no safe guide, Lond. 1679, 12^; same, 
Latin epigrams, Lond. 1677, 32°; same, Sermon preached to the 
Parliament, Oct. 13, 1652, a day of solemn humiliation, Oxford, 1652, 
12°; same, God's work in founding Zion (sermon) Oxford, 1656, 12°; 
same. Some considerations about union among Protestants, Lond. 
1680, 12°; same, Vindicise evangelicae, or the mystery of the gospel 
vindicated and Socinianism examined, Oxford, 1655, 12°; Pftrival, 
J. N. de, Abrege de Phistoire de ce siecle de fer (1500-1650) Leyden, 
1653, 8°; Pamel, James, Writings, 1675, 12°; Peacham, Henry, 
Complete gentleman, Lond. 1622, sm. 4°; Pemble, William, Vindi- 
cise gratiee, a plea for grace, Lond. 1627, 12°; Pepys, Samuel, Me- 
moirs relating to the state of the royal navy of England (1688) Lond. 
1690,16°; Perkins, William, Works, V. 2, Camb. 1609, f.°; Perrier, 
FrauQois, engraver, Engravings of antique statues, Paris, 1638, 4°;» 
Pettit, Edward, Visions of government, wherein the antimonarchical 
principles and practices of all fanatical commonwealth9-men are 
discovered, Lond. 1684, 16°; Philipot, John, Catalogue of the chan- 
cellors of England (etc) Ix)nd. 1636, 4°; Philips, Katherine (Orinda) 
Poems, Loiid. 1669, f.°; Playford, John, Introduction to the skill of 
music, Lond. 1674, 8°; Plotters' doom (Anon.) Lond. 1680, 12°; 
Poole, Joshua, English Parnassus, or help to English poesy, Lond. 
1657, 8°; Prynne, William, The sovereign power of parliaments and 
kingdoms, Lond. 1643, 8°; Puffendorf, Samuel, Introduction to the 
history of the principal kingdoms and states of Europe, Lond. 1697, 
12°; Purchas, Samuel, Theatre of political flying-insects, wherein the 
nature, the worth, the work, the wonder, and the manner of right- 
ordering of the bee is discovered and described, Lond. 1657, 16°; 
Sector of Sutton committed with the dean of St. PauPs (by the 

* Text In Latio. Index dated 1688. 
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author of the Christian temper) Lond. 1680, 12^; Boss, Alexander, 
Keedful caveat of admonitioD for them who desire to know what use 
may be made of, or if there be danger in reading the Alcoran (with 
the Alcoran of Mahomet) Lond. 1649, 12^; St. John, Oliver, Argu- 
ment of law concerning the bill of attainder of high-treason of 
Thomas, earl of Strafford, Lond. 1641, 16°; Saltmarsh, John, The 
smoke in the Temple, otherwise, a way of peace, or a design of recon- 
ciliation, Lond. 1646, 12°; Saunders, Francis, puhlUJier^ Collection 
of poems by several hands, Lond. 1693, 12°; Scotland, Church of, 
True narration of all the passages of the proceedings in the general 
assembly, holden at Perth, 25 Aug. 1618, Lond. 1621, 12°; Seller, 
John, Atlas maritimus, or sea-atlas (book of maritime charts) Lond. 
1675, f.°; Shepard, Thomas, Theses Sabbatical, or the doctrine of the 
Sabbath, Lond. 1650, 16°; Sherlock, William, Discourse concerning 
the divine providence, Lond. 1694, 4°; Somner, William, Antiquities 
of Canterbury, Lond. 1640, 8°; Speed, John, History of Great Britain, 
Lond. 1632, 4°; same. Theatre of the empire of Great Britain (geog- 
raphy of the kingdom, isles adjoining, and other parts of the world) 
iiond. 1676, f.°; Spon, Jacob, History of the cit3'and state of Geneva, 
LfOnd. 1687, f.°; Stanley, Thomas, History of philosophy, Lond. 1656, 
8°; Stillingtteet, Edward, bishop^ Divine right of church government, 
Lond. 16G2, 4°; same. Mischief of separation, Lond. 1680, 12°; 
Stowe, John, and Howes, Edmond, Annals, or general chronicle of 
England, Lond. 1615, 4°; Strada, Famiano, History of the Low- 
Country wars, Loud. 1650, f.°; Stubbe, Henry, Legends no histories, 
or a specimen of some animadversions upon the history of the Royal 
Society (with his Plus ultra reduced to a non plus) Lond. 1670, 4°; 
Townsheiid, Hey wood, Historical collections, or account of the pro- 
ceedings of the four last parliaments of Queen Elizabeth, Lond. 1680, 
f.;° Vines, Richard, Magnalia Dei ab Aquilone (sermon preached 
before the houses of Lords and Commons) Lond. 1644, 12°; Walker, 
Clement, Relations and observations, historical and politic, upon the 
Parliament, begun A. D. 1640, Lond. 1048, 12°; Weever, John, 
Ancient funeral monuments within the united monarchy of Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the islands adjacent, Lond. 1631, 4°; Winstan- 
ley, Will., England's worthies: select lives . . . Lond. 1684, 16°; 
Wotton, William, Reflections upon ancient and modem learning, 
Lond. 1097, 16°; Wright, Thomas, The passions of the mind in gen- 
eral, Lond. 1630, sm. 4°; Yarranion, Andrew, England's improve- 
ment by sea and land, Lond. 1677, 12°. 

Of the eighteenth century (previously to 1750): — 

A., J., Princely, excellency: or regal glory . . . actions of . . . 
William the Third . . . Collected from the best of authors, Lond. 1702, 
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24°; Albin, Eleazar, Natural history of EDglisli song-birds, Lond. 1741, 
16°; Amhurst, Nicholas, Terrce-filius, or the secret history of the 
university of Oxford, Lood. 1726, 2v., 18°; Anson, George, lord, 
Voyage round the world, Lond. 1748, 4°; Antoninus, Marcus Aure- 
lius, Conversation with himself, Lond. 1726, 8°; Atterbury, Francis, 
bp., Sermons, Lond. 1723, 2v., 8°; Aulnoy, contesae, Letters on Spain, 
Lond. 1708, 8°; Bailey's Ovid, Lond. 1728, 12°; Balch, William, Elec- 
tion sermon. Host. 1749, 8°; Barclay, Robert, Apology for the people 
called Quakers, Lond. 1703, 12°; Baxter, Richard, An abridgment 
of Mr. Baxter's history of his life and times, by Edmund Galamy. 
Lond. 1702, 12°; Bentley, William, Sermon on funeral of William 
III., Lond. 1702, 16°; Bible, New testament (Burkitt's notes) Lond. 
1739, f.°; Bickham, George, engraver , British monarchy; or a new 
chorographical description of all the dominions subject to the kin^ of 
Great Britain, Lond. 1749, 4°; Birch. Thomas, The life of the Hon- 
ourable Robert Boyle, Lond. 1744, 8°; Bishop, George, New Eng- 
land judged, Lond. 1703, 16°; Blackmore, Sir Richard, History of the 
conspiracy against King William III., Lond. 1723. 12°; Bohun, W., 
Declarations and pleadings in the courts at Westminster, Lond. 1733, 
8°; Boyer, A., History of Queen Anne, Lond. 1735, 4°; Budgell, Eus- 
tace, Letter to Cleomenes, king of Sparta, Lond. 1736, 8°; Same, 
Memoirs of the life and character of the late Earl of Orrery, and of 
the family of the Boyles, Lond. 1732, 12°; Burchett, Josiah, Memoirs 
of transactions at sea during the war with France (1688-97) Lond. 
1703, 16°; Burnet, Gilbert, ftis/iop. History of his own time, Loud. 
1724-34, 2v., 4°; same. History of the reformation of the church of 
England (see 17th century list); C, J., Antiquities of St. Peter's or 
the Abbey-Church of Westminster, Lond. 1713, 12°; Calamy, Edmund, 
Defence of moderate non-conformity, Lond. 1703-05, 3v., 8°; Callender, 
John, Discourse on civil and religious affairs of Rhode Island, Bost. 
1739,12°; Catrou, F., and Rouilld, J., Roman history, Lond. 1728- 
37, 6 v., f.°; Chetwood, W. R., General histor}' of the stage, Lond. 
1749, 16°; Cicero, Epistolarum ad familiares, Camb. 1749, 2v., 8°; 
Clarendon, Earl of. History of the rebellion and civil wars in England, 
Oxford, 1720-21, 6v., 12°; Collins, Arthur, Life of Edward, Prince of 
Wales, commonly called the Black Prince, . . . also the history of his 
royal brother John of Gaunt . . . Lond. 1740. 12°; same. The life of 
the great statesman William Cecil, Lord Burghley, Lond. 1732, 12°; 
Colman, Benjamin, Case of Satan's fiery darts in blasphemous sug- 
gestions and hellish annoyances, Boston, 1744, 8°; same. It is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, Bost. 1726, 16°; 
same, Moses a witness to Jesus Christ, Bost. 1722, 24°; Conduct of 
the d-ke of Ar— le reviewed (Anon.) Dublin, 1740, 12°; Cooke, 
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Edward, copt., Voyage to the South Sea and roand the world (170^ 
11) Lond. 1712, 2v., 12®; Cowley, Abraham, Works, Lond. 1707-08, 
3y., 8®; Cox, Thomas, Magoa Britannia et Hibemia, or a new survey 
of Great Britain, Lond. 1720-31, 6y., 4®; Culpepper, K., The Eng- 
lish physician (remedies) Best. 1708, 32®; Dart. John, Westmonas- 
terium, or the history and antiquities of the abbey church of St. Peter's 
Westminster, Lond. (c. 1723) 2y., f.^; Defoe, Daniel, Jure divino, a 
satire, Lond. 1706, 8®; same. True collection of writings, Lond. 1705, 
12®; Delaune, Thomas, Flea for the non-conformists, Lond. 170d, 12®; 
Det Maizeaux, P., An historical and critical account of the life and 
writings of Wm. Chillingworth, chancellor of the church of Sarum, 
Lond. 1725, 8®; Doddridge, Philip, Some remarkable passages in the 
life of the Hod. Col. James Gardiner . . . Sd ed., Bost. 1748, Id®; 
Dryden, John, Fables, ancient and modern, Lond. 1713, 12®; same, 
Works of Virgil, Lond. 1730, 3v., 16® ; DuMont, New voyage to the 
Levant, Lond. 1702, 12®; Dunton, John, Athenian oracle, Lond. 1703, 
12® ; Echard, Laurence, History of the revolution and the establidi* 
ment of England in 1688, Lond. 1725, 8®; Erasmus, Twenty-two 
select colloquies, Lond. 1725, 12®; Erskine, Balph, Gospel sonnets, or 
spiritual songs, Bost. 1743, 24®; Evelyn, John, Silva,or a discourse of 
forest trees (and other tracts on agricultural subjects) Lond. 1706, 4®; 
Finch, Heneage, Indictment . . . of 20 murderers of his moet 
sacred majesty Charles I., Lond. 1724, 8®; Fox, George, Journal, or 
historical account of the life . . . of . . . Greorge Fox, Lood. 
1709, 2v. 12®; Fr^zier, Amdd^e FrauQois, Relation du voyage de mer 
du sud aux cdtes du Chily et du Perou . . . (1712-*14) Paris, 1732, 4®; 
Funnell, William, Voyage round the world, Lond. 1707, 12®; Great 
Britain, Treaties concluded (1721-31) Lond. 1781, sm. 4®; (in same 
volume, one additional, Lond. 1739); Greenwood, Isaac, Philosopk* 
ical discourse concerning the mutability and changes of the material 
world (on the news of the death of Thomas HoUis, of London) Bost. 
1731, 12®; Gyllius, Petrus, Antiquities of Constantinople, Lond. 1729| 
12®; Halley, Edmund, Lectures read in the school of geometry in 
Oxford, Lond. 1733, 4®; Harris, John, Description and uses of the 
celestial and terrestrial globes, Lond. 1725, 24®; Hatton. Edward, New 
view of London, Lond. 1708, 2v., 12®; History of England . . . 
Lond. 1707, 12°; Horace, Odes, satires, and epistles, Lond. 1720, 16®; 
same, later edition, Lond. 1737, 16®; Hume, Sophia, Exhortation to 
the iohabitants of South Carolina, Charleston, 1747, 12®; J., J., God's 
wonders iu the great deep, token for mariners » Lond. 1731, 32®; 
[Jacob, Giles,] The poetical register: lives and characters of al] 
the English poets . . . Lond. 1723, 2v. 8®; Jamaica, New history of 
(Anon.) Lond. 1740, 8®; Journey through part of England and Scot- 
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land with the army of the Dnke of Cuakberland, by a volunteer, Lond. 
1747, 16° ; Juan y Santacilia, don Jorge, Belacion historica del viage 
a la America meridional, Madrid, 1746, 4y,, 4°; Kersey, John, 
Elements of that mathematical art commonly called algebra, 
Lond. 1738, 4°; Leake, Stephen Martin, Hlitorical account of 
English money, Lond. 1745, 8^; Lediard, Thomas, The life of John, 
Duke of Marlborough, Lond. 1748, 2v., 12°; L^g;uat, Francis, New 
voyage to the East Indies, Lond. 1706, 12°; Leicester, Robert Dudley, 
earl cf^ Secret memoirs, Lond. 1706, 16°; L*£strange, Sir Roger, 
Seneca's morals by way of abstract, Lond. 1789, 8°; The life of 
James Fits-James, Duke of Berwick, Lond. 1788,12°; Lockhart, 
G^rge, Memoirs concerning the affairs of Scotland (1702-1707) Lond. 
1714, 8°; London gazette, nos. 4417-4878, March, 1707 to July, 1711, 
Iv., 4°; London, Royal Society of. Miscellanea curiosa, a collection of 
some of the principal phenomena in nature, Lond. 1723-27, 3v., 12®; 
Isovt of fame, the universal passion, — in seven characteristical 
satires — (Anon.) Lond. 17S0, 12°; Maekqueen, John, British valor 
triumphing over French eomage, Lond. 171d, 12°; Mall, Thomas, 
The history of the martyrs epitomized ... 2v. in 1, Bost. 1747, 12®. 
Martin, Benjamin, Bibliotheca technologica, or a philological library 
of literary arts and sciences, Lond. 1787, 8°; Martiniere, New voyage 
to the North, Lond. 1706, 12°; Massachusetts, General Courts Acts 
and laws of her majesty's Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England (with supplements to 1720) Bost. 1714, 4°; Mather, Cotton, 
(supposed) Acquaintance with God yields peace with him (no title, 
pi^ — BoH.^ c. 1717); Mather, Cotton, The Christian philosopher, a 
collection of the best discoveries in nature, with religious improve- 
ments. Lond. 1721, 12°; same, Magnalia Christ! Americana, or the 
ecclesiastical history of New England (1620-1608) Lond. 1702, 4°; 
same, Parentator, memoirs of remarkables in the life and death of the 
ever memorable Dr. Increase Mather, Bost. 1724, 16°; same. Ratio 
disciplinsB f ratrum Nov-Anglorum, a faithful account of the discipline 
professed and practised in the churches of New England, Bost. 1726, 
16°; Mather, Increase, Discourse concerning faith and fervency in 
prayer, Bost 1710, 16°; Mather, Samuel, Figures or types of the 
Old Testament, Lond. 1706, 12°; Maundirell, Hen., Journey from 
Aleppo to Jerusalem (1697) Oxford, 1714, 12°; Mayhew, Experience, 
Indian converts, or some account of the lives and dying speeches of 
christianized Indians of Martha's Vineyard, in New England, Lond. 
1727, 12°; Memoirs of the regency of the late Duke of Orleans, Lond. 
1732, 16°; Middleton, Conyers, Free inquiry into the miraculous 
powers which are supposed to have subsisted in the Christian church, 
Lond. 1749, am. 4°; Miller, James, Humors of Oxford, a comedy, by 
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a gentleman of Wadham College, Lend. 1730, 12^; Millin, Aubin 
■Louis, G^lerie mythologique, Paris, 1740, 2v., 8^; Moll, Herman, 
System of geography, Lond. 1701, f.^; Montfaucon, Bernard de, 
IVavels of Father Montfaucon from Paris through Italy, Lond. 1712, 
12^; Neal, Daniel, History of New England, to 1700, Load. 1720, 2v. 
in 1, 12°; New history of Jamaica (Anon.) Xx)nd. 1740, 8^; Newton, 
Sir Isaac, Chronology of ancient kingdoms amended, Lond. 1728, 8^; 
Ormond, Duke of, Conduct in the campaign of 1712, Lond. 1715, sm. 
4^; Ovid, Book of the epistles of heroes, with prose version by N. 
Bailey, Lond. 1728, 12°; Owen, Charles, Natural history of serpents, 
Lond. 1742, 4°; Oxford, Earl of. Library, Collection of voyages and 
travels from, Lond. 1745, 2v., 4^; Peirce, James, Vindication of the 
dissenters, Lond. 1718, 12°; Phenix (The) or a revival of scarce and 
valuable pieces, Lond. 1707, 12°; Phillips, Edward, compiler. New 
world of words, or universal English dictionary, Lond. 1706, f.°; 
Pomfret, John, Poems, Lond. 1720, 24°; Pope, Alexander, Works, 
Lond. 1717,4°; same. Works in prose, Lond. 1737-41, 2t. in 1,4°; 
Prior, Matthew, Poems on several occasions, Lond. 1718, f.°; Ras- 
trick, John, account of his non-conformity, Lond. 1705,8°; Regnault, 
Noel, Philosophical conversations, or a new system of physics, Lond. 
1731, 3 v., 8°; Salmon, William, Ars anatomica, or the anatomy of 
human bodies, Loud. 1714, 12°; Sermons in one volume, 26 in num- 
ber, of the following authors and dates — Gibson, 1706 — Hoadly, 

1707 — Haslewood, 1707 — Trapp, 1708 — Gery, 1706 — Cornwallis, 

1708 — Wotton, 1700 — Lightfoot, 1707 — Stilsman, (1707) 1708 — 
. Milner, 1708 — Trimnell, 1707 — Trimnell, (1707) 1708 —Wilkinson, 

(2d ed.) 1708 — Cockburn (2d ed., c. 1708 ?) — Sprint (1699) (c. 1708?) 

— Parsons (1680) 1707 — Bentley, 1702 — Piggott, 1702 — Sharp, 1706 

— Kennet(t), 1707 — Kennett (1704) 1708 — J.non. (2d ed.)1708 — 
Sherlock (1704) 1708 — Tyler, bishop of Llandaff, 1707 — WUliam, 
lord bishop of Lincoln, 1708 — Eyre, 1708 — all London printed, the 
most by H. Hills, in Black-fryars, near the Water-side, for the bene- 
fit of the poor ; the subjects are *' the murder of King Charles the 
First," or in commemoration of the day of the martyrdom of Charles 
I., the anniversary of which was observed by the Queen, the House 
of Lords and the House of Commons as a fast-day; funerals of Wil- 
liam, Duke of Devonshire; Katherine, Lady Cornbury, at Trinity 
church in New York in America; William the Third, and John, Earl 
of Rochester; sermons preached at weddings, fasts, feasts, consecra- 
tions, visitations, dedications, and assizes; — Shaftesbury, Third Earl 
of, Characteristics of men, manners, opinions and times, 1732, 3v., 
12°; Sidney, Sir Philip, Arcadia, modernized by Mrs.-Slanley, Lond. 
1725, f.°; Smith, William, New voyage to Guinea, Lond. 1744, 12°; 
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Solio, Don Antonio de, Conquest of Mexico by the Spaniards, Lond. 
1724,4° (same, in 2v., Lond. 1753, 8<*); Spenser, Edmund, Works, 
Lond. 1716, 6v., 16°; Stevens, John, Royal treasury of England, or a 
general history of taxes, Lond. 1728, 12°; Stow, John, and Strype, 
John, Survey of the cities of London and Westminster, Lond. 1720, 
2v., f.°; Swinden, Tobias, Enquiry into the nature and place of hell, 
Lond. 1727, 8°; Thomas, Pascoe, Anson's voyage to the South Seas, 
Lond. 1746, 12°; Tillotson, John, archbishop. Works, Lond. 1728, 2v., 
f.°; Vertot, R. A. ^e. History of the .KnighU of Malta, Lond. 1728, 
2v.,f.°; Yilliers, George (2d duke of Buckingham) Miscellaneous 
works, Lond. 1704,8°; Virgil, Works (Dryden's translation) Lond. 
1730, 3v., 16^; Voltaire, Age of Louis XIV., Lond. 1752, 2v., 8°; 
same. History of Charles XII., Lond. 1732,8°; (Voltaire, Mr, de) 
Historical and critical remarks of the history of Charles XII. , king of 
Sweden ; tr. from the French, Lond.' 1732, 12°; Wadsworth, Benjamin, 
Imitation of Christ a Christian duty (sermon) Bost. 1722, 16°; Walker, 
John, Attempt towards recovering an account of the numbers and 
sufferings of the clergy of the Church of England, Lond. 1714, f.°; 
Warburton, William, Julian, or a discourse concerning the earthquake 
and fiery eruption which defeated that emperor's attempt to rebuild 
the temple at Jerusalem, Lond. 1761, 12°; same. Vindication of Mr. 
Pope's Essay on man, Lond. 1740, 16t; Ward, Edward, Hudibras 
redivivus, Lond. 1715, sm. 4°; Ward, John, Lives of the professors of 
Gresham College, Lond. 1740, 4°; Ward, Thomas, England's . refor- 
mation (poem) Lond. 1747, 2v., 16°; Welwood, James. Memoirs of 
the roost material transactions in England, 4th ed. Lond. 1702, 16°; 
Western martyrology, or bloody assizes (in West of England) 5th ed., 
Lond. 1705, 16°; Whincop, Thomas, Scanderbeg (tragedy) Lond. 
1747, 8°; Whiston, William, Memoirs of the life and writings of Mr. 
William Whiston . . . written by himself, Lond. 1749, 12°; Whiting, 
John, Truth and innocency defended (on the Quakers) Lond. 1702, 16°; 
Whitlocke, Sir Bulstrode, Memorials of the English affairs, Lond. 
170V), 4°; Wigglesworth, Edward, Sermon on the news of the death of 
Thomas Hollis of London (preached in the hall of Harvard College) 
Bost. 1731,12°; Willard, Samuel, Complete body of divinity, Bost. 
1726, f.° (the first folio volume printed in America); Windus, John, 
Journey to Mequinez (1721) for the redemption of British captives. 
Loud. 1725, 12°; Wood, Anthony k, Athense Oxonienses (relating to 
the University of Oxford) Lond. 1721, 2v., f.° 
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CIRCULATION, ACCESSIONS, ETC. 

CIRCULATION. 

Days the library was open dOl 

Volumes delivered for home use 66,130 

Average daily use . . . , 217 

liargett daily use (Feb. 10) 747 

Smallest daily use (May 16) 76 

Average weekly use 1,322 

Largest weekly use (Feb. 26-March 3) .... 1,952 

Smallest weekiy use (June*18-28) 950 

Volumes lost and not paid for 

Volumes worn out and withdrawn 309 

Messenger sent for overdue b*ooks 307 

Names registered during the year 521 

Total number registered 8,421 

Cards renewed 1,637 
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CLASSIFICATION AND USE. 



Clam. 



Fiction 



VolomM 

in Library 

Dec. 31, 

1808. 



Biography 

History 

Public Documents . . . 



Periodicals 



Travels.. 
Juveniles 



Religion.. 
Literature 



Social Science 



Poetrv. 



Natural Science 



Fine Arts.. 
Useful Arts 



General Works.... 
Foreign Languages 

Congressional 

Philosophy 

Warren Academv. • 



5,831 

3,482 

3,036 

2,690 

2,492 

2,207 

1,800 

1,615 

1,572 

1,392 

1,296 

1,276 

805 

853 

637 

4CG 

450 

207 

202 



Added. 



With, 
drawn 



302 
99 
90 
78 
88 
48 
78 
38 
55 
57 
30 
51 
52 
50 
28 



1 



147 



Volumes 

in Library 

Dec. 81, 

1894. 



11 



148 



2 



32,369 ' 1,145 I 311 



5,986 

3,581 

3,125 

2,763 

2,569 

2,255 

1,730 

1,658 

1,627 

1,447 

1,326 

1,327 

917 

901 

665 

466 

450 

218 

202 



Volumti P«rCeqt 
I OircaUtton 



38,184 

818 

1,224 

3 

1.263 

1,025 

19,874 

299 

585 

39S 

632 

406 

460 

698 

7 

141 



114 



33,203 



♦ 57.7- 

1.2- 

1.8- 

.008 

1.91 

1.5- 

♦30.— 

.4- 

.8- 

.6- 

.95 

.61 

.69 

1.5- 

.015 

.211 

.111 



66,180 I 100 



* Or Fictioo aud Juveniles together, 87.7 per cent. 
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ACCESSIONS. 

Number of volumes in the library, Dec. 31, 1893 . . 32,36i> 

Added by purchase 1,022 

Added by gift 123 

Total added 1,145 

Withdrawn 311 

Net gain 834 

Number of volumes in the library, Dec. 31, 1894 . . 33,203 

Volumes renewed 17& 

Volumes bound 684 

Number of pamphlets in the library, Dec. 31, 1893 . . 6,888 

Added by gift ... 798 

Number of pamphlets in the library, Dec. 31, 1894 . . 7,686 

CASH RECEIPTS. 

Amount on hand, Jan. 1, 1894 $4 42 

Beceived from fines 87 4^ 

Catalogues 7 88 

Cards 6 45 

Sales of Woburn Town History ... 4 00 

Old paper 02 

Cash for damaged book .... .38 

Cash found in reading-room ... 10 

$110 68 

Paid to City Treasurer $102 21 

Onhand, Jan. 1, 1895 8 47 



$110 68 
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EXTRACTS FROM PUBLIC STATUTES OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

CHAPTER 81. 
An Act for the better protection of property of certain libraries. 

Sect. 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred and three 
of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows: — 
Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause 
writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, 
engraving, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or 
statue belonging to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated 
library shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than 
fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. IMarch 24, 
1883.] 

CHAPTER 225. 
An Act to protect persons using public libraries from disturbance. 

Whoever wilfuUy disturbs persons assembled in a public library or 
reading room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other 
manner during the time in which such library or reading room is open 
to the public, shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail not 
exceeding. thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. [May 
12, 1885.] 
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REPORT ON THE GEOLOGICAL AND ORNITHO 

LOGICAL COLLECTION. 

Falseontology, represented by 3,189 specimens, fossils. 

Mineralogy, by 1,063 specimens, minerals. 

Geology, by 180 specimens, New England rocks. 

Ornithology, by 279 specimens, New England birds. 

Sum total, 4,711 specimens. 

Becommendatioyi, — That they be catalogued and numbered. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARIA E. CARTER. 
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LIST OF GIFTS, 1894. 



United States: — 
Argentine Minister at Washington 

Departments: — 

Agriculture 

Education 

Eni^inteers 

Interior 

Labor 

State 

Treasury . 

War .... 
Civil Service Commission 
(^'oast and Geodetic Survey . 
Fish Commission . 
Geographical and Geological Surv 
Geological Survey . 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Patent Office, Qazette 
Senate ..... 
Smithsonian Institution 
Weather Bureau . 

Massachusetts : — 

Secretary of State's Office 
Bureau of Statistics* of Lnljor 
Gypsy Moth Department 
Tmstees of Public Reservations 

Boston Record Commissioners . 

Providence Record Commissioners 

Woburn City Council 

Societies and Organizations : — 

American Radiator Company 
American Unitarian Association . 
CobdenClub ... 

45 



IM. 


I'araph. 




1 


4 


326 

8 



() 



:{ 



1 
1 



i 
1 



1) 



2() 



5 
5 



2 

20 

12 

1 

3 



30 



52 

9 

13 



1 
1 



1 
2 
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Grand Rapids, Mich., Board of Trade . 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia 
Leppinwell Land Company .... 
National Civil Service Reform League 
National Divorce Reform League . 
New England Conference Educational Workers 
Oahspe Publishing Association, New Mexico 
Pierce Steam Heating Company, Boston 
Pullman Palace Car Company, Chicago 
Socialist Labor Party, Boston 
Wisconsin, Historical Society of . 

Collegiate Institutions: — 

Amherst College 

Atlanta University 

Dartmouth College 

Harvard University 

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 

Mount Holyoke Seminary .... 

Tufts College, The Tuftonian 

Yale University 

Libraries: — 
Bodleian Library, England .... 
Public, of 

Boston . 

Brooklinc . 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Cambridge . 

Chicago 

Cincinnati . 

(yleveland . 

Concord 

Dayton, Ohio 

Dedham 

Fall River . 

Helena, Mont. 

Hopedale 

Jersey City . 

Lafayette, Ind. 

Lancaster 

Lawrence, bulletins 

Ley ton, England 



Vols. Pamph. 
1 
6 
1 
1 

2 
1 
5 



1 
1 



1 
1 
2 

7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 



1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
10 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
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Void. Paraph. 

Lowell .• • .... 1 

Lynn 

Maiden 

Manchester, N. H 

Melrose 

Milwaukee 

New Bedford 

New Haven, Ct 

New London, bulletins 

Xewark 

Newton 

Providence 

Quincy 

St. Paul, Minn * . 

Salem 

San Francisco 

Scranton, Pa. 

Somerville 

Springfield, bulletins 

Swansea, Wales 

Taunton 

Toronto 

Waltham 

West Brookfield 

Worcester . . • 

Aguilar Free Library Society, New York City 

Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, Vt 

Lenox Library, New York City 23 

Maimonides Library, New York City .... 
Mercantile Library Association, St. Louis 
Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco 

Morse Institute, Natick 

Peabody Institute, Danvers 

Peabody Institute, Peabody ...... 

Philadelphia Free Library 

Portland, Ore., Library Association .... 

Redwood Library and Athenoeum, Newport . 
Warren County, 111., Library Association 

Individuals: — 

Abbott, Dr. Samuel W., Wakefield .... 1 
Allen, lion. Montressor T » . 1 



48 



APPENDIX V. 



Vols. Pmmpb. 



Bancroft, J. Frank, Tyugsborough 

BeutoD, Josiah H.. Jr., Esq., Boston 

Brown, Benjamin B., heirs of 

Brown, I). Wilbur . 

Carter, Maria E. . . . 

Clarke, William B., Boston . 

Conn, Charles K. . 

Cowley, Charles, Esq., Lowell 

Cummings, Hon. John . 

Currier, Dr. Charles G., New York 

Cutter, Dr. Ephraim, New York 

Cutter, Ephraim, Jr., Melrose 

Cutter, William R. . 

Dodge, Isaac B., Amherst, N. II. 

Dwight, Edmund, Boston 

Ewing, Thomas, New York . 

Fowle, George E. . 

Gilcreast, John 

Godkin, E. L., New York 

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 

Harlow, Mrs. John M. . 

Hay den, Hon. Edward D. 

Hills, Thomas, Boston . 

Johnson, James C, Winchester 

Mears, William N., Jioston . 

Newcomb, James . 

Pinchot, GifFord, New York City 

Preston, Elwyu G., Arlington 

Richardson, Dr. Ernest C, Princeton, N. J 

Searcy, Dr. J. T., Tuscaloosa, Ala 

Shaw, Mrs. Mary . 

Thompson, Abijah, Winchester 

Thompson, Edgar, Chicago . 

Thompson, Hon. Edward E. . 

Thompson, Leonard, 27ie Independent 

Trull, Eliott F 

Walcott, Mrs. Charles F., Cambridge 
Walker, Hon. Joseph B., Concord, N. H 
Waterhouse, S., St. Louis 
Wood, Alva S. . . . 
Wood, Henry, Boston . 
Wright, Walter C, Boston . 



6 
1 



3 



9 
1 

1 



1 
6 



4 

1 



1 
1 
1 



43 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
3 
6 



23 
1 

45 
1 

10 
1 
2 
1 

14 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
3 



1 
1 
4 



1 
1 
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DONORS TO ANTIQUE DEPARTMENT AND LOCAL 

COLLECTIONS. 

Abbott, Dr. Samuel W., Wakefield, photograph of statue of Count 
Rumford, at Munich; original drawing of Bark House (near li- 
brary), 1849, on site, very nearly, of house on Abbott Street, now 
occupied by Dr. H. E. Cbase. ! 

Converse, Hon. Parker L., supplement of Leighton Buzzard Observer, 
Nov. 28, 1893, showing view of Woburn Abbey, England, and por- 
traits of the Duke and Duchess of Bedford. 

Cutter, Dr. Ephraim, New York City, banners of Cold Water Army, 
Woburn, 1842. 

Cutter, William R., book of records of Woburn Association for the 
Promotion of Temperance, 1828-39. 

Fickett, John, fireman's cap badge, Engine Company, No. 3, in use 
during the eighteen hundred fifties in Woburn. 

Green, M. Josephine, Waltham, photograph of Lieut. Luther F. 
Wyman, K. Co., 39th Mass. Inf., 1862, in uniform of that organ- 
ization. 

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston, views of the Public Library and 
Lawrence Academy, Groton, Mass. 

Jones, Charles Sumner, a brass article from the uniform or equip- 
ments of a British soldier, a genuine relic of Lexington Battle. It 
is a badge inscribed with these words: '* King's Own Royal Regi- 
ment," encircling the figure '* 4," the figure being of a much larger 
size than the words.* The article was dug up near Arlington on 
the line of the British retreat, and given to Mr. Jones. The 4th, 
or King's Own Regiment, was one of the regiments engaged in the 
battle on the 19th of April, 1775, and lost 1 lieutenant killed, 1 lieu- 
tenant wounded and prisoner; 3 sergeants, 1 drummer wounded; 
7 rank and file killed; 21 wounded; ^8 missing, per the British 
official return. There is no doubt, therefore, about the identity of 
the article. 

Macfarlane, Duncan, piece of the wreck of the *' Kearsarge," United 
States war vessel. 

Newcomb, James, receipt books, three in number, of the Middlesex 
Canal Company, 1800-1802. 

Porter, Rev. Edward G., Lexington, photographs of places in Woburn, 

* Properly speaking, it is a capital 4 within a roundlet or roundel, representinK a belt and 
buckle, the roundlet being inscribed with the name of the regiment, as above. A knot is 
formed showing the ornamented end of the belt and on the knot rcstH the base of the figure 
4. It was probably the ornament on the front of a cap or hat. 1 can find no description 
minute enough to convey an exact idea. 
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England; one of the abbey, the old church, the old court-house, 
and a street in Woburn. Accompanying; these views is a letter of 
description of Woburn and the objects of interest to be seen there. 
The writer was Mrs. A. S. Pattison, and the letter bears date Aug. 
9, 1879. 

Mr. Porter also gave three bullets from a pouch kept in the tower 
of Lincoln (Mass.) meeting-house. These bullets were designed 
for use on the day of the battle of the ever-memorable 19lh of 
April, 1775, a part of which was fought in the town of Lincoln. 
Evidently a number were left after the action was over, if this state- 
ment is correct. 

llichardson, J. Winslow, Winchester, three deeds and one bond, 
1763-1809. 

Richardson, Nathaniel A., Winchester, one deed, Pierce to Richard- 
son, 1688. 

Shaw, J. Warner, writ, dated Woburn, Nov. 26, 1753. 

Sprague, Frank W., Boston, three photographs and letter regarding 
Cutler property in Burlington. 

Stearns, Betsy A., specimen of petrified fern. 

Thompson, Abijah, Winchester, manuscript of an address delivered 
by Abijah Thompson, who died in 1811. The address was prepared 
about 1806 or 1806, and delivered in the old red school-house at 
North Woburn. It was a political oration of Anti-Federalist prin- 
ciple. John Adams, the leader of one party, was condemned, and 
Thomas Jefferson, the leader of the other, eulogized. 

Thompson, Rev. Leander, manuscripts, sixteen in number, of date 
between 1738 and 1781. Also the hatchet used by him while a 
missionary in Syria, in 1842. 

Thompson, Leonard, one plan, deposited in Thompson Collection of 
plans, duplicate of 6:25. 

Trull, S. Franksford, letter (copy) of Martha Washington, 1799. 

Walker, Hon. Joseph B., Concord, N. H. , a scrap-book containing 
letters to Lydia Thompson Walker, of Concord, from friends in 
Woburn. These letters begin early in the present century and con- 
tinue till about the time of her death in 1838. The news of Woburn 
is an important topic, and there is much information regarding 
members of the Thompson family. 

DONATION FOR THE GROUNDS. 
Hayes, Caroline B., a century plant. 

DONATION FOR THE ORNITHOLOGICAL COLLECTION. 
Hyde, William A., a bird, mounted at his expense. 
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